
Pre-AP English II 
2016 Summer Assignments 

S.H. Rider High School 
 

The following packet will explain the expectations and requirements for the Pre-AP English II 
summer reading assignment. You will need to read the entire packet to fully understand the 
assignment.  
 
Read and annotate Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck over the course of the summer. You need 100 

total annotations. Refer to the annotation guides in this packet for instructions. All annotations 

must be numbered.  

You will be assessed on four categories: completion (did you complete the appropriate number of 

annotations?), quality of annotations (how insightful were your annotations?), “spread-outness” 

(did you skip any chapters?), and variety of devices (did you annotate the devices evenly or close to 

evenly?). See the attached annotation rubric. 

Three methods for annotations 
 
Traditional annotation method - Students who use the traditional annotation method have an 
advantage on the AP literature and composition test over students who use another method since 
this method most directly translates to annotating passage on the test. Books with larger margins, 
usually not the mass market paperbacks, work best for this method. Students will highlight in their 
books. They chose a margin area in the book near the highlighted section, number their annotation, 
label the annotation, and write out the significance directly on the page.  
 
Post-it note method - Students who use the post-it note method still highlight and number 
annotations in the book. Then they either use full adhesive post-it notes on the directly on the page 
or they use page markers or tabs at the edge of the pages to write out their label and significance.  
 
Annotation sheet method - Students who use an annotation sheet still highlight in the book, but 
instead of writing their annotations in the margins, they number them. Then, they have a sheet of 
handwritten or typed labels and commentary (significance) that are numbered to correspond with 
the highlighted sections.  
 

Pro tip - Make a Calendar for Reading 
 

You have the entirety of the summer for this assignment, but if you put off reading until the end of 
summer, you may find yourself with too much work and not enough time the weeks before school 
starts. Plan your summer reading, and share your plan with someone who will help keep you 
accountable. Get a calendar or print out a calendar for the summer. Mark out any days you will not 
have to work (ie. vacations, sporting events, work days). Preview your novels and divide into 
readable chunks. Write your sections out on your calendar and mark off your reading tasks as you 
complete them. Reading while annotating will slow you down, but you will gain a deeper 
understanding of what you are reading. Many students prefer to read a predetermined section and 
lightly underline while reading. After reading the section, go back to the underlined sections and 
annotate.  
 
 

http://www.post-it.com/wps/portal/3M/en_US/PostItNA/Home/Products/~/Post-it-Super-Sticky-Full-Adhesive-Notes-3-in-x-3-in-Aqua-Wave-2-Pads-Pack?N=4327+3294413770&rt=rud
http://www.post-it.com/wps/portal/3M/en_US/PostItNA/Home/Products/~/Post-it-Page-Markers-Assorted-Ultra-Colors-1-2-in-x-2-in-100-Pad-5-Pads-Pk?N=4327+3294644028&rt=rud
http://www.post-it.com/wps/portal/3M/en_US/PostItNA/Home/Products/~/Post-it-Tabs-2-inch-Rio-de-Janeiro-Collection-6-Tabs-Color-5-Colors-30-Tabs-Pack?N=4327+3294276317&rt=rud


Of Mice and Men Annotation Guide 

You MUST use the color codes below to annotate your novel. Find rhetorical devices and then highlight them using the 
color beside the devices listed below.  Use highlighters rather than markers so that the color is less likely to bleed through the 
page.  Next to the highlighting, name the device and in a few words state its significance.  You won’t have room for 
sentences here.  Ex:  Highlight some imagery in blue.  Next to it write: Imagery: carries out danger/security theme or Symbol: 
color – blackness of despair.  

 

RHETORICAL DEVICES 
Comparisons & Contrasts: Orange 

Freedom and confinement 

Man and the natural world 

Weakness and strength 

 

Characterization: Yellow     Symbolism: Pink 

L = Lennie       George and Lennie’s Farm 

G = George      Lennie’s puppy 

C = Candy       Candy’s dog 

Cu = Curley       Rabbits 

W = Curley’s wife       Mice 

Cr = Crooks                       

S = Slim     

Ca = Carlson 

B = The Boss 

A = Aunt Clara 

Wh = Whit 

  

        

Theme Ideas: Green  

Dreams                     Friendship    Isolation 

Innocence      Justice                                      American Dream                   

Violence                                     Prejudice    Women 

                                      

                    

Language Devices/Imagery: Blue 

Syntax (sentence Structure) 

Figurative Language (simile, metaphor, hyperbole, personification, allusion, irony, etc) 

Diction (Choice of words, speech: colloquial, formal, etc) 

Point of view (first-person, third-person, etc) 

Tone (the attitude of the author toward the subject such as humorous, serious, grave, didactic, etc.) 

 



 

 

Rhetorical Devices Definitions and Examples (from Old Man and the Sea) 

Comparison and Contrasts: pertaining to a written exercise about the similarities and 

differences between two or more people, places, or things 

 

For more information: http://literarydevices.net/comparison/ 
                                        http://literarydevices.net/contrast/ 
 

 

Characterization: the process by which the writer reveals the personality of a 

character. Characterization is revealed through direct characterization and 

indirect characterization. Direct Characterization tells the audience what the personality of the 

character is. 

 

For more information: http://literarydevices.net/characterization/ 

 

http://literarydevices.net/comparison/
http://literarydevices.net/contrast/
http://literarydevices.net/characterization/


Symbolism: means to imbue objects with a certain meaning that is different from their original 

meaning or function 

 

For more information: http://literarydevices.net/symbolism/ 

 

Theme: a main idea or an underlying meaning of a literary work that may be stated directly or 

indirectly. 

 

For more information: http://literarydevices.net/theme/ 

 

 

 

http://literarydevices.net/symbolism/
http://literarydevices.net/theme/


Language Devices/Imagery: the typical structures used by writers in their works to convey his 

or her messages in a simple manner to the readers. When employed properly, the 

different literary devices help readers to appreciate, interpret and analyze a literary work 

 

For more information: http://literarydevices.net/syntax/ 

  http://literarydevices.net/figurative-language/ 

  http://literarydevices.net/diction/ 

  http://literarydevices.net/point-of-view/ 

  http://literarydevices.net/tone/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://literarydevices.net/syntax/
http://literarydevices.net/figurative-language/
http://literarydevices.net/diction/
http://literarydevices.net/point-of-view/
http://literarydevices.net/tone/


Student name ________________________________________ 

Annotations Rubric 

Points for Percentage of Annotations  

100% = 60 points 65-69% = 39 points 30-34% = 18 points 

95-99% = 57 points 60-64% = 36 points 25-29% = 15 points 

90-94% = 54 points 55-59% = 33 points 20-24% = 12 points 

85-89% = 51 points 50-54% = 30 points 15-19% = 9 points 

80-84% = 48 points 45-49% = 27 points 10-14% = 6 points 

75-79% = 45 points 40-44% = 24 points 5-9% = 3 points 

70-74% = 42 points 35-39% = 21 points >5% = 0 points 

 

Quality of Annotations  

Excellent = 20 points Below average = 5 points 

Above average = 15 points Unsatisfactory = 0 points 

Satisfactory = 10 points 

 

“Spread-outness” of Annotations 

Excellent = 10 points Satisfactory = 5 points Unsatisfactory = 0 points 

 

Variety of Rhetorical Devices 

Excellent = 10 points Satisfactory = 5 points Unsatisfactory = 0 points 

 

 

_____ Points for Percentage of Annotations 

_____ Quality of Annotations 

_____ “Spread-outness” of Annotations 

_____ Variety of Rhetorical Devices 

_____ Final Grade 

 



Final Thoughts for the Summer Reading Assignments 
 
Academic Honesty - These assignments, though completed over the summer, are individual work 
and not to be considered group work. While we encourage discussing your interpretation of the 
works over summer to enhance your understanding and enjoyment, duplicate assignments or work 
that is a joint effort will not be accepted and will receive a zero. Highlights and wording of 
annotations must be unique.  
 

I am excited to have you as part of our Pre-AP program.  Enjoy your summer, and I will see 

you in August! 

 
Mrs. Wood 
fwood@wfisd.net 


