
Pre-AP English I 
2016 Summer Assignments 

S.H. Rider High School 
 

The following packet will explain the expectations and requirements for the Pre-AP English I 
summer reading assignment. You will need to read the entire packet to fully understand the 
assignment. My email addresses and Twitter account (fastest response) are included at the end if 
you need further clarification. 
 

Assignment #1: Read and annotate The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros over the 

course of the summer. You need 100 total annotations. Refer to the annotation guides in this packet 

for instructions. All annotations must be numbered.  

You will be assessed on four categories: completion (did you complete the appropriate number of 

annotations?), quality of annotations (how insightful were your annotations?), “spread-outness” 

(did you skip any chapters?), and variety of devices (did you annotate the devices evenly or close to 

evenly?). See the attached annotation rubric. 

Three methods for annotations 
 
Traditional annotation method - Students who use the traditional annotation method have an 
advantage on the AP literature and composition test over students who use another method since 
this method most directly translates to annotating passage on the test. Books with larger margins, 
usually not the mass market paperbacks, work best for this method. Students will highlight in their 
books. They chose a margin area in the book near the highlighted section, number their annotation, 
label the annotation, and write out the significance directly on the page.  
 
Post-it note method - Students who use the post-it note method still highlight and number 
annotations in the book. Then they either use full adhesive post-it notes on the directly on the page 
or they use page markers or tabs at the edge of the pages to write out their label and significance.  
 
Annotation sheet method - Students who use an annotation sheet still highlight in the book, but 
instead of writing their annotations in the margins, they number them. Then, they have a sheet of 
handwritten or typed labels and commentary (significance) that are numbered to correspond with 
the highlighted sections.  
 

Pro tip - Make a Calendar for Reading 
 

You have the entirety of the summer for this assignment, but if you put off reading until the end of 
summer, you may find yourself with too much work and not enough time the weeks before school 
starts. Plan your summer reading, and share your plan with someone who will help keep you 
accountable. Get a calendar or print out a calendar for the summer. Mark out any days you will not 
have to work (ie. vacations, sporting events, work days). Preview your novels and divide into 
readable chunks. Write your sections out on your calendar and mark off your reading tasks as you 
complete them. Reading while annotating will slow you down, but you will gain a deeper 
understanding of what you are reading. Many students prefer to read a predetermined section and 
lightly underline while reading. After reading the section, go back to the underlined sections and 
annotate.  
 

http://www.post-it.com/wps/portal/3M/en_US/PostItNA/Home/Products/~/Post-it-Super-Sticky-Full-Adhesive-Notes-3-in-x-3-in-Aqua-Wave-2-Pads-Pack?N=4327+3294413770&rt=rud
http://www.post-it.com/wps/portal/3M/en_US/PostItNA/Home/Products/~/Post-it-Page-Markers-Assorted-Ultra-Colors-1-2-in-x-2-in-100-Pad-5-Pads-Pk?N=4327+3294644028&rt=rud
http://www.post-it.com/wps/portal/3M/en_US/PostItNA/Home/Products/~/Post-it-Tabs-2-inch-Rio-de-Janeiro-Collection-6-Tabs-Color-5-Colors-30-Tabs-Pack?N=4327+3294276317&rt=rud


The House on Mango Street Annotation Guide 
 

You MUST use the color codes below to annotate your novel. Find rhetorical devices and then highlight them 
using the color beside the devices listed below.  Use highlighters rather than markers so that the color is less likely to 
bleed through the page.  Next to the highlighting, name the device and in a few words state its significance.  You 
won’t have room for sentences here.  Ex:  Highlight some imagery in blue.  Next to it write: Imagery: carries out 
danger/security theme or Symbol: color – blackness of despair 
 
 

RHETORICAL DEVICES 
 

 
Comparisons & Contrasts: Orange 
House on Mango Street and promised house 

Marriage vs. autonomy 
Innocence and experience  
 
Characterization: Yellow    Symbolism: Pink 

E= Esperanza      Falling 
S=Sally       Windows 
N=Nenny                    Shoes 
Ma=Mama      Trees/plants 
P=Papa       Poetry 
A=Alicia                     Names   
CC=Carlos                                       Houses  
K=Keeky                                    
C=Cathy       
L=Lucy                          
R=Rachel       
AL=Aunt Lupe                             
MO=Meme Ortiz 
M=Minerva 
Si-Sire 

  
Theme Ideas: Green 
Identity                                 Dreams, Hopes, and Plans 
Society and class                  Innocence 
Gender                                 Language 
Foreignness and “The Other”                 The Home  
Family                                                                           Friendship  
    

 
Language Devices/Imagery: Blue 

Syntax (sentence Structure) 
Figurative Language (simile, metaphor, hyperbole, personification, allusion, irony, etc) 
Diction (Choice of words, speech: colloquial, formal, etc) 
Point of view (first-person, third-person, etc) 
Tone (the attitude of the author toward the subject such as humorous, serious, grave, didactic, etc.) 
 
 
 



 

From   
 

The House on Mango Street Introduction 
 

In A Nutshell 
 
 Mexican American author Sandra Cisneros's novella The House on Mango Street is the story of 
a Latina girl named Esperanza Cordero who grows up on the mean streets of an inner-city 
neighborhood. Originally published in 1984, the novel enjoyed immediate critical acclaim, 
winning the Before Columbus Foundation's American Book Award in 1985. Now in its 25th 
year of publication, The House on Mango Street has sold over 2 million copies and is required 
reading in many middle schools, high schools, and universities across the country. 
 
So, what's the big deal here? Why is everyone so infatuated with this book? Well, we have a 
couple of theories about that. First of all, you'll notice that it's not a difficult read. Like we said, 
The House on Mango Street is being taught both to thirteen-year-olds and college students. The 
writing is simplistic enough for younger readers to understand, while at the same time 
sophisticated enough to keep the interest of writers and literary scholars. Impressive, huh? And 
guess what? The author did that on purpose. 
 
In her introduction to the 25th anniversary edition of The House on Mango Street, Cisneros 
explains that "she wants the writers she admires to respect her work, but she also wants people 
who don't usually read books to enjoy these stories too" (Introduction.19). In other words, the 
way Cisneros sees it, literature isn't an exclusive club. It's something that everyone should be 
able to enjoy, even those people who don't have much experience with reading literature 
because they're young or because they are busy working for a living. But just because her 
writing is easy to understand doesn't mean that it's boring or simplistic – pick up The House on 
Mango Street and you'll notice that each sentence is carefully crafted to evoke emotion, beauty, 
or even just the pleasure of sound. It's kind of like reading a poem that tells a story. (Oh, did we 
mention that Sandra Cisneros is also a poet?) 
 
The other quality that makes this book so appealing is its pervading sense of optimism. Though 
many of the stories she tells are painful and sad, Cisneros never writes them with a sense of 
despair. Instead her characters display a determination to persevere, to reach, and to dream of a 
better life. 
 
Cisneros's optimism is evident in her own varied career that has included such roles as 
counselor to high school dropouts, recruitment agent at Loyola University, and teacher of 
poetry in public schools. She started the Alfredo Cisneros del Moral Foundation to reward 
emerging Texan writers, and the Macondo Foundation to unite writers in fighting for social 
change. And, if that isn't enough evidence of her rosy outlook on life, consider the fact that she 
lives in a bright pink house, because, she says, "the colors make me happy". Rock on, Sandra 
Cisneros. 
 



 
 

Why Should I Care? 
 

Esperanza Cordero is one of the most likable characters you'll ever meet. She's smart, she's 
funny, she's lonely, and charmingly awkward – she's just like you. OK, so maybe you didn't 
grow up in an urban barrio in Chicago. But who hasn't ever felt ashamed about some part of 
their identity, whether it's the amount of money their family has, the house they live in, or just 
being different from the other kids at school? Ever felt embarrassed about wearing the wrong 
shoes to a party? Meet Esperanza – we think you've got a lot in common. 
 
Our point is that, on nearly every page of The House on Mango Street, you'll probably find 
something that will make you cringe. Or laugh out loud. Or whimper in empathy. It's that kind 
of book. It's almost impossible not to relate to the sassy, spunky heroine – a budding writer who 
survives the pain and humiliation of puberty by writing angsty, heartfelt poetry. (Sound 
familiar? We wrote embarrassing poetry in our teen years, too. But you'll never find it. 
Mwahhahaha.) 
 
Esperanza is the kind of character that draws attention to the universal experience of being 
human, and especially to the particularly awkward time of life that we call puberty. Reading 
her story helps us to feel more connected with the people around us, because it reminds us that 
even though we've all had painful or embarrassing experiences, we all have the potential to 
overcome them. And that's kind of awesome. 

 
 

Rhetorical Devices Definitions and Examples (from Old Man and the Sea) 

Comparison and Contrasts: pertaining to a written exercise about the similarities and 

differences between two or more people, places, or things 

 

For more information: http://literarydevices.net/comparison/ 
                                        http://literarydevices.net/contrast/ 
 

 

http://literarydevices.net/comparison/
http://literarydevices.net/contrast/


Characterization: the process by which the writer reveals the personality of a 

character. Characterization is revealed through direct characterization and 

indirect characterization. Direct Characterization tells the audience what the personality of the 

character is. 

 

For more information: http://literarydevices.net/characterization/ 

 

Symbolism: means to imbue objects with a certain meaning that is different from their original 

meaning or function 

 

For more information: http://literarydevices.net/symbolism/ 

 

http://literarydevices.net/characterization/
http://literarydevices.net/symbolism/


Theme: a main idea or an underlying meaning of a literary work that may be stated directly or 

indirectly. 

 

For more information: http://literarydevices.net/theme/ 

 

Language Devices/Imagery: the typical structures used by writers in their works to convey his 

or her messages in a simple manner to the readers. When employed properly, the 

different literary devices help readers to appreciate, interpret and analyze a literary work 

 

For more information: http://literarydevices.net/syntax/ 

  http://literarydevices.net/figurative-language/ 

  http://literarydevices.net/diction/ 

  http://literarydevices.net/point-of-view/ 

  http://literarydevices.net/tone/ 

 

 

 

 

http://literarydevices.net/theme/
http://literarydevices.net/syntax/
http://literarydevices.net/figurative-language/
http://literarydevices.net/diction/
http://literarydevices.net/point-of-view/
http://literarydevices.net/tone/


Student name ________________________________________ 

Annotations Rubric 

Points for Percentage of Annotations  

100% = 60 points 65-69% = 39 points 30-34% = 18 points 

95-99% = 57 points 60-64% = 36 points 25-29% = 15 points 

90-94% = 54 points 55-59% = 33 points 20-24% = 12 points 

85-89% = 51 points 50-54% = 30 points 15-19% = 9 points 

80-84% = 48 points 45-49% = 27 points 10-14% = 6 points 

75-79% = 45 points 40-44% = 24 points 5-9% = 3 points 

70-74% = 42 points 35-39% = 21 points >5% = 0 points 

 

Quality of Annotations  

Excellent = 20 points Below average = 5 points 

Above average = 15 points Unsatisfactory = 0 points 

Satisfactory = 10 points 

 

“Spread-outness” of Annotations 

Excellent = 10 points Satisfactory = 5 points Unsatisfactory = 0 points 

 

Variety of Rhetorical Devices 

Excellent = 10 points Satisfactory = 5 points Unsatisfactory = 0 points 

 

 

_____ Points for Percentage of Annotations 

_____ Quality of Annotations 

_____ “Spread-outness” of Annotations 

_____ Variety of Rhetorical Devices 

_____ Final Grade 

 



Grammar Personal Narrative 
 

Assignment #2: The purpose of this assignment is two-fold. First, to introduce yourself to 

your new teacher. Second, to demonstrate, and maybe review, some necessary grammar terms 
to start off your freshman year.  
 
Choose a topic from the following website: 
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/11/13/500-prompts-for-narrative-and-personal-
writing/  
Each of these 500 prompts have a link to a full-length essay link and some questions to get you 
started thinking about the prompt.   
 

Grading 
 

Content and Interest (10% of grade) 
Voice and style (10% of grade) 
Flow (10% of grade) 
 
Format (10% of grade): 

 Must be typed 

 500-600 words 

 Must have header in the upper-left hand corner with your full name and the 
number of the essay prompt you chose 

 Must be double-spaced 

 Must have a title 
 

Grammar elements (50% of grade): 
Needs the following elements marked in the following manner: 

 5 nouns (write noun over the words) 

 5 verbs, (write verb over the words) 

 5 adjectives (adj. over the words) 

 5 adverbs (write adv. over the words) 

 5 pronouns (write pro. over the words) 

 5 pronoun antecedents (circle pronoun antecedent and draw and arrow 
from the corresponding pronoun to the antecedent) 

 4 prepositional phrases (put brackets around the prepositional phrases 
and circle the prepositions) 

 4 Independent clauses (underline once) 

 4 subordinate or dependent clauses (underline twice) 

 2 simple sentences (highlight blue) 

 2 compound sentences (highlight green) 

 2 complex sentences (highlight yellow) 

 2 compound-complex sentences (highlight pink) 
 

You can use the following website to brush up on grammar terms: 

http://www.chompchomp.com/terms.htm 

http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/11/13/500-prompts-for-narrative-and-personal-writing/
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/11/13/500-prompts-for-narrative-and-personal-writing/
http://www.chompchomp.com/terms.htm


Final Thoughts for the Summer Reading Assignments 
 
Academic Honesty - These assignments, though completed over the summer, are individual work 
and not to be considered group work. While we encourage discussing your interpretation of the 
works over summer to enhance your understanding and enjoyment, duplicate assignments or work 
that is a joint effort will not be accepted and will receive a zero. Highlights and wording of 
annotations must be unique.  
 

We are excited to have you as part of our Pre-AP program.  Enjoy your summer, and we will 

see you in August! 

Mrs. Preston                
hpreston@wfisd.net 
@Mrs_Preston_RHS 
 
Mrs. Scheller 
sscheller@wfisd.net 
 
Mrs. Wood 
fwood@wfisd.net 


