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HIGH SCHOOL COURSE GUIDE 

  
  

MISSION The mission of the Wichita Falls Independent School District is to prepare all students to 

become lifelong learners who are productive, responsible, and participating members of 

society.  As WFISD welcomes students into high school, the focus of this mission becomes 

preparing these young adults for their next step in life, whether that step is college, a technical 

school, or immediate entrance into the job market.  

 

PURPOSE Related to this mission, the purpose of the Course Guide is to assist students and their parents 

in planning the appropriate path that will lead from high school to life beyond.  This includes 

information about district policies, graduation requirements, course descriptions, and college 

preparation. 

  

CONTENTS Find out more about these topics on the indicated pages. 
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This information is intended for use only by students of Wichita Falls ISD and their parents.  In accordance with state and federal law, WFISD does not 

discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or religion.   
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

Disclaimers 

Some courses listed in this guide may not actually be offered due to low enrollment.  Because of scheduling conflicts 

and classes closing, a student may not be able to register for every course he/she plans to take during a semester. 

For this reason, the student should have in mind alternate courses in case the first choice is not available. Please 

note that all courses will not be offered every semester of every year—or even at every campus. 

 

Also, understand that state laws and Board policies change periodically.  In case of a conflict between legal 

requirements, Board policies, and information from the Course Guide, current provisions of Board policy or state law 

are to be followed. 

 

Scheduling 

Courses will be selected by the student with guidance from the counselor prior to semester registration. After 

registering for classes, the student will remain in his/her selected classes one semester.  Changes will be made 

when scheduling errors are evident or classes must be adjusted for administrative purposes. 

Regarding scheduling, keep in mind the following District policies: 

 A student who is withdrawn from a class after the 9th week will receive an F in the course. 

 A student may be changed from one level of a subject to another (such as from an advanced class to a regular 

class) any time, except during the last six weeks of each semester. Students must have permission from the 

principal or his/her designee before changing levels. Students moving into an advanced program class from a 

regular class will be required to do additional course work. The advanced program grade points will not be 

awarded to a student who enters or leaves an advanced program class after the first three weeks of a one or 

two semester course. 

 

Auditing classes 

A student may be allowed to audit classes if the course was previously taken in junior high. The student will maintain 

the transcript grade received the first time the course was taken. For UIL eligibility purposes, a grade must be 

reported in the class being audited. If a student does not maintain a grade of 70 or better, the teacher may request 

for the student to be removed from the audited class. 

 

Credit and Grades 

To receive credit for a course in grades 9-12, a student must have a semester grade of 70 or above, in addition to 

meeting all state and local requirements.  Each semester counts as half (
2

1
= 0.5) of a unit of credit. 

For all high school credit courses, the semester grade will be computed by making each six-weeks grade equal to 

two-sevenths of the semester grade and the score on the semester exam equal to one-seventh of the semester 

grade. Or, 

Semester grade = 
2(First 6-weeks grade) + 2(Second 6-weeks grade) + 2(Third 6-weeks grade) + Exam 

7 

If a student is exempt from taking a semester exam in a course, then the semester grade is simply the average of 

the three six-weeks grades.  Or, 

Semester grade = 
(First 6-weeks grade) + (Second 6-weeks grade) + (Third 6-weeks grade) 

3 
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Exam Exemptions 

A student can be exempt from the semester exam in a specific high school course if the following conditions are met: 

 The student has no outstanding fines or fees owed to the school. 

 The student has not been placed in a disciplinary alternative education program (DAEP) during the semester. 

 The student’s grade and attendance in the course meet one of the criteria listed below. 

 

Semester Average  Attendance Regardless of grades and attendance, a student will be 

required to take all semester exams if, during the 

semester, the student… 

 Accumulates  20 tardies, or  6 class cuts 

 Is suspended, or placed in ISS 2 or more times 

7074 AND 0 absences 

7579 AND 1 or fewer absences 

8089 AND 2 or fewer absences 

90100 AND 3 or fewer absences 

Source: WFISD Board Policy EIAA(REGULATION) 
 

Students should always check with their teachers to make sure that all of the requirements have been met for 

exemptions from semester exams. 

 

Classification 

All high school students are classified as members of a particular class as of the first day of each school year. 

However, students who have not been promoted to a higher grade due to lack of credits may be eligible for 

reclassification at the end of the first semester. 

 

Classes are defined as follows: 

Class Credits Earned Years of High School Completed* 

Freshmen 0 – 4.5 credits  

Sophomore 5 – 9.5 credits 1 year 

Junior 10 – 14.5 credits 2 years 

Senior 15 or more credits 3 years 
*Here, 1 year = two semesters in which the student has met 90% attendance in each credit class 

 

 

Intra-District Courses 

In some cases, a Junior or Senior student may need to enroll in a course at another campus.  The chart below 

describes some sample situations. 

If… Then… As long as… And… 

A course is not offered 

at a student’s home 

campus 

The student can take 

the course at another 

ISD school 

The principal approves 

the student’s schedule 

Transportation between 

campuses is the 

responsibility of the 

student. 

An advanced course is 

not offered at a 

student’s home campus 

The student can take 

the course at another 

ISD school 

The principal approves 

the student’s schedule 

The student will receive 

regular grade points (not 

advanced). 

An advanced course is 

offered at a student’s 

home campus, but a 

serious conflict prevents 

a student from enrolling 

The student can take 

the course at another 

ISD school 

The conflict is out of the 

student’s control, and 

the principal approves 

the student’s schedule 

The student can receive 

advanced grade points. 

 

Students needing to enroll in a course at another campus should complete a Course Request Transfer form during 

the yearly meeting with the counselor to approve and finalize such a schedule change. 
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Special Education Program 

The special education department provides a comprehensive program for each student between the ages of three 

and twenty-one who meets eligibility requirements.  Students eligible for special education may have physical, 

mental, emotional, or learning disabilities.  Students with visual or hearing disabilities shall also have available a 

free, appropriate education from birth through age 21.  Consideration of a student’s eligibility for special education 

services is initiated by a referral which may be made by the parents, school personnel or outside agency. In all 

cases, parental permission is required for participation. 

 

The special education program operates under four basic procedures: 

 Determining the needs of each student 

 Preparing an educational plan for each student based on needs 

 Teaching the student according to the plan in the least restrictive classroom setting possible 

 Evaluating the student periodically in terms of his/her changing status regarding academic achievement, 

adjustment, and development strengths and limitations 

 

The program operates under federal and state guidelines for admission, program content, and dismissal from the 

program. Students in special education can earn course credit through regular education, special education, or a 

combination of both. The courses that a student takes will be determined by a campus committee (ARD/ IEP 

committee), which includes the parent. 
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ACADEMIC ADVANCEMENT 

 

Advanced Courses 

For some students, the work presented in the regular curriculum may not be sufficiently challenging. To offer a more 

accelerated learning environment, the Wichita Falls ISD offers courses in line with the Advanced Placement (AP) 

program and with the International Baccalaureate (IB) diploma program (DP). 

 

Program Advanced Placement (AP) International Baccalaureate (IB) 

Organization The AP program is developed by the College Board. 
The IB program is developed by the International 

Baccalaureate Organization (IBO). 

Information  http://apcentral.collegeboard.com http://www.ibo.org/ 

Description 

from Website 

“Advanced Placement courses are college-level 

courses offered in high school. They can give your 

child a taste of what college is like and can help him 

or her stand out on college applications. Not only 

that, but scoring well on the AP Exam can get your 

child college credit, placement out of introductory 

courses or both, potentially saving thousands of 

dollars in tuition and fees.” 

“The IB Diploma Program (DP) is an academically 

challenging and balanced program of education with 

final examinations that prepares students, aged 16 

to 19, for success at university and life beyond. It 

has been designed to address the intellectual, 

social, emotional and physical well-being of 

students. The program has gained recognition and 

respect from the world’s leading universities.” 

Availability 

(in WFISD) 
Rider High School and Wichita Falls High School Hirschi High School 

 

Students who take AP and IB-DP courses will complete college-level studies while still in their junior or senior years 

of high school.  Before that, students in grades 6 through 11 can take Pre-AP and IB Pre-DP courses to prepare for 

this upper-level coursework.  Enrolling in one of these advanced courses has some benefits and some challenges. 

Advanced Courses 

(AP, Pre-AP, IB-DP, 

IB Pre-DP) 

Benefits 

 Advanced courses earn additional points toward a student’s GPA.  (As long as 

a student completes both semesters of an advanced course, credits are 

scored on a 5-point GPA scale.) 

 Students can eventually earn college credit for passing scores on AP/IB 

exams. 

 Advanced courses may provide more opportunities for students to express 

their creativity, curiosity, and imagination. 

Challenges 

 Because of their greater depth, advanced courses are more challenging than 

regular classes. 

 Advanced courses involve a heavier work load, and require students to spend 

much more time on studies outside of class. 

 

If you are a student or parent with questions about whether to sign up for advanced courses, contact your school 

counselor, or seek input from your academic teachers. 

 

AP and IB Exams 

Students who take AP or IB-DP courses are expected to take the official course examinations at the end of the 

school year.  With passing grades on these exams, students can earn college credit.  Each university has different 

policies and guidelines for accepting these scores.  For more information, contact the college’s office of admissions. 

 

Currently, the District pays all testing fees for students to take AP or IB exams (as long as students are enrolled and 

in good standing in the related courses).  Please note, however, that the decision to pay for exams is determined 

annually by the Board of Trustees (by Policy EHBN).  If, in the future, the District decides to ask students to pay for 

exams, information about need-based financial assistance will be available through the guidance office. 

 

Because AP and IB exams are scored off-site by the College Board and the International Baccalaureate Organization, 

results are not reported until the summer following completion of the course.  Therefore, results on these exams 

cannot affect the course grade that goes on a student’s transcript. 

 

  

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/
http://www.ibo.org/
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External Course Credit  

There are several ways in which students can earn course credits for work or exam grades taken outside of school. 

Credit by Exam If a student has had no prior instruction in a particular course, he/she can take an exam to 

earn credit for the class.  Some restrictions may apply. Qualifications and guidelines are 

available through the high school guidance office.  

Correspondence 

Courses 

It is also possible for students to earn high school credit through correspondence courses, 

either taken through the mail or online.  Courses must be approved by the district 

beforehand—registration information is available through the high school guidance office.  In 

addition, credit is contingent upon completing all coursework and passing related exams with 

a score of 70 or better.  Correspondence courses taken during a student’s Senior year must 

be completed by the first Monday in May. 

Note: Credits earned by exam or through outside course work can count toward a student’s graduation plan, but are not used 

figuring the student’s grade point average or class rank. 

 

Dual Credit 

Through a partnership with Vernon College, Wichita Falls ISD students have an opportunity to take college courses while still in 

high school and earn both college and high school credit simultaneously.  Credits earned through Vernon College will generally 

transfer to any other Texas public college or university. 

 

Below is a list of approved Dual Credit courses. 

WFISD Course Vernon College Course  WFISD Course Vernon College Course 

English III ENGL 1301, 1302  Communication Apps SPCH 1315 

English IV ENGL 2322, 2323  Psychology PSYC 2301 

US History HIST 1301, 1302  Sociology SOCI 1301 

Government GOVT 2305  Independent Study MATH 1314 (Algebra) 

Economics ECON 2301    

 

Note: Vernon College and the Wichita Falls ISD reserve the right to offer courses for dual credit only if sufficient numbers of 

students enroll in the courses or if classes can be scheduled at appropriate times. 

 

In order to sign up for a dual enrollment class, students must: 

 Be classified as a Junior or Senior 

 Meet minimum passing standards on all parts of the applicable grade level or subject area state assessments 

 Complete the Dual Enrollment Application Packet (available through the college and career office) 

 Meet with College & Career Facilitator at your school for deadlines and registration procedures 

 Pay application, tuition, and fees by the deadline 

 Purchase any books required by the professor/teacher 

 

Note: For tuition and books, students may be eligible for partial scholarships and/or financial assistance.  Check with the 

College & Career Facilitator on campus for more details. 

 

For Dual Credit courses, students are eligible to receive both high school and college credit. However, the grading process varies 

slightly, depending on how and when the courses are taken. 

Classes ON a WFISD campus Classes AT the College campus 

Two grades are recorded: 

 a grade for high school course credit goes on the 

transcript in numerical format, and is figured into 

GPA 

 a grade for the college course goes on the official 

college transcript in letter format, but is not included 

in the GPA 

One grade is recorded: the grade earned in the college 

course. 

The letter grade is recorded on the official college 

transcript. 

This grade is converted to a numerical grade and placed 

on the high school transcript. 

If this course is required for graduation, the student must 

receive a passing grade in the high school course to get 

credit. 

If this course is required for graduation, the student 

must receive a passing grade in the college course to 

get credit. 

 

Course times and locations will be determined before the start of each school year. For more information about schedules, fees, 

and times for courses taken at the Vernon College campus, visit www.vernoncollege.edu.  

 

If interested in taking Dual Credit classes, please talk with your counselor and the College & Career Facilitator at your school 

during scheduling.  

http://www.vernoncollege.edu/
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GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA) AND CLASS RANK 

 

NOTICE: 
The policy described here for GPA and class rank (on pages 9-12) applies only to students in grade 

10 through 12 (graduating classes of 2016, 2017 and 2018).  For information about policies for 

current 9th graders (class of 2019), visit http://www.wfisd.net/Page/13753.  

 

Grade Points 

Students earn grade points based on the numeric scores earned in each class, according to the difficulty of the 

course work.  Regular courses are placed on a 4-point scale.  Because of increased rigor, advanced courses are 

scored on a 5-point scale.  Also, some courses have a significantly reduced level of content coverage or student 

mastery.  Such modified courses are scored on a 3-point scale.   

 

 3 point scale 4 point scale 5 point scale 

Numeric 

Score 
Modified Courses Regular Courses 

Advanced Courses* 

(AP, IBDP, Pre-AP, IB Pre-DP) 

90 – 100 3 points 4 points 5 points 

80 – 89 2 points 3 points 4 points 

75 – 79 1 points 2 points 3 points 

70 – 74 0 points 1 points 2 points 

0 – 69 0 points 0 points 0 points 
*Note: A student must complete both semesters of an advanced course to receive additional grade points. 

 

Grade Point Average (GPA) 

A student’s grade point average (GPA) is determined by the accumulation of points received for semester grades in 

the courses the student takes, beginning in the 9th grade.   

GPA =  
Total number of grade points earned 

Total number of grades for which points are earned 

Because the grade point average is cumulative and based on semester grades, a student’s GPA can be re-computed 

at the end of each semester. 

 

However, the GPA does NOT include grades or credits earned through any of the following methods: 

 Credit by exam (with or without prior instruction) 

 Correspondence courses 

 Concurrent enrollment courses 

 Distance learning courses (off-campus, or out-of-district) 

 Off-campus physical education substitution courses 

 Academic courses substituted for physical education 

 Dual credit courses not taught by WFISD personnel 

 College courses taken off campus 

 

If a student changes enrollment between high schools in the District, or enrolls in a WFISD high school after 

attending high school in another district, the student’s transcript will be reviewed at the receiving campus.  Courses 

on the transcript will be compared and matched to courses available at the student’s new school. To the extent 

possible, grade points will be assigned to each grade using the appropriate point scale.  For advanced courses 

completed before a transfer, if no corresponding classes are offered at the enrolling campus, these courses will 

count for credit and regular grade points (on a 4-point scale). 

 

Class Rank 

Students are listed according to grade point average from highest to lowest in a “class rank.”   

 

By Board policy, each campus principal will assign a designee to make the grade point average (GPA) class rankings. 

Also, another person shall be appointed by the principal to check the rankings of all students with GPAs of 4.0 and 

above.  (See Policy EIC.)  

http://www.wfisd.net/Page/13753
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Final Class Rank  

In order to have a correct ranking for students with a GPA above 4.0, the Final Class Ranking GPA Formula will be 

applied to all eligible students at the end of the fifth six-week grading period of the senior year (but no later than the 

first week in May).  This Final Class Ranking GPA Formula will be used to determine the top students in each year’s 

graduating class—including the valedictorian, salutatorian, and the top ten percent.   

 

The Final Class Ranking GPA Formula is based upon the following data: 

 Semester Grade Count (SGC) = the total number of semester grades earned by a student. (This total includes all 

academic and elective courses, including PE and athletics, but excludes courses that do not affect GPA, such as 

correspondence courses, off-campus courses or credits earned by exam.) 

 Minimum Number of Semester Grades (MNSG) = the lowest number of semester grades earned among all of 

the students who have a 4.0 GPA or higher. (The MNSG is the least [smallest] SGC of any student on campus for 

whom this formula applies.) 

 Advanced Semester Grade Count (ASGC) = the total number of semester grades earned in advanced courses by 

a student. (This includes AP, Pre-AP, IB DP, and IB Pre-DP courses.) 

 B = the number of B’s earned by the student on semester grades 

 C = the number of C’s earned by the student on semester grades 

 D = the number of D’s earned by the student on semester grades 

 F = the number of F’s earned by the student on semester grades 

 

For each student, an Advanced GPA Adjustment will be computed as follows: 

Advanced GPA Adjustment =  
ASGC 

MNSG 

For each student, a Leveled GPA Adjustment will be computed as follows: 

Leveled GPA Adjustment =  
(1B) + (2C) + (3D) + (4F) 

SGC 

Lastly, for each student, the Final Class Ranking GPA will be computed as follows: 

Final Class Ranking GPA =  4.0 + (Advanced GPA Adjustment) – (Leveled GPA Adjustment) 

 

Determining Valedictorian and Salutatorian  

To be eligible for recognition as the valedictorian or salutatorian for a campus, a graduating spring senior must meet 

the following criteria: 

 The student must be graduating in the spring (May/June). 

 The student must have been enrolled at the campus at the end of the student’s junior year. 

 The student must have been enrolled at the campus for the entire senior year. 

Eligible graduating seniors will be scored according to the Class Ranking Grade Point Average Formula to determine 

the valedictorian or salutatorian.  

 

Breaking a Tie: Valedictorian and Salutatorian  

After using the formula, if two students have the same Final Class Ranking GPA and are tied for valedictorian, then 

the weighted Grade Point Equivalent (GPE) score will be used to calculate their rankings.  The GPE score is 

determined by analyzing numerical semester grades in courses that the students have in common.  These grades 

for identical courses will be placed into two categories: 

 Semester grades for AP or IB Diploma Program courses 

 Semester grades for pre-AP or IB Pre-DP courses 

Each grade in these two categories is given a scale score, according to the chart below.  (See the next page.) 

 

The student having the largest total GPE score will be the valedictorian. The student with the second highest score 

will be the salutatorian. If two students tie with the highest GPE score, co-valedictorians will be named, but no 

salutatorian will be recognized. 
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Table for determining the Grade Point Equivalent (GPE) score 

 

Pre-AP or IB Pre-DP courses  AP or IB-DP courses 

Semester 

Grade 

Number of times 

this semester 

grade was given 
 Scale = GPE 

 Semester 

Grade 

Number of times 

this semester 

grade was given 
 Scale = GPE 

100   6.0 =  100   7.0 = 

99   5.9 =  99   6.9 = 

98   5.8 =  98   6.8 = 

97   5.7 =  97   6.7 = 

96   5.6 =  96   6.6 = 

95   5.5 =  95   6.5 = 

94   5.4 =  94   6.4 = 

93   5.3 =  93   6.3 = 

92   5.2 =  92   6.2 = 

91   5.1 =  91   6.1 = 

90   5.0 =  90   6.0 = 

89   4.9 =  89   5.9 = 

88   4.8 =  88   5.8 = 

87   4.7 =  87   5.7 = 

86   4.6 =  86   5.6 = 

85   4.5 =  85   5.5 = 

84   4.4 =  84   5.4 = 

83   4.3 =  83   5.3 = 

82   4.2 =  82   5.2 = 

81   4.1 =  81   5.1 = 

80   4.0 =  80   5.0 = 

79   3.9 =  79   4.9 = 

78   3.8 =  78   4.8 = 

77   3.7 =  77   4.7 = 

76   3.6 =  76   4.6 = 

75   3.5 =  75   4.5 = 

74   3.4 =  74   4.4 = 

73   3.3 =  73   4.3 = 

72   3.2 =  72   4.2 = 

71   3.1 =  71   4.1 = 

70   3.0 =  70   4.0 = 

0 – 69    0 =  0 – 69    0 = 

Subtotal of GPEs:   Subtotal of GPEs:  

     

  Grand Total of GPEs = GPE score = ____________  

 
 

Sample: 
 In Pre-AP classes, a student had 

semester grades of 96, 96, 95, 

90, 88, and 83. 

 In AP classes, a student had 

semester grades of 97, 90, 81 and 

82. 

 The student’s total GPE score 

would be 30.8 + 23.0 = 53.8. 

(This is a sample only.  Students will 

have many more semester grades.) 

Pre-AP or IB Pre-DP courses  AP or IB-DP courses 

Semester 

Grade 
Number   Scale = GPE 

 Semester 

Grade 
Number   Scale = GPE 

97   5.7 =  97 1  6.7 = 6.7 

96 2  5.6 = 11.2  96   6.6 = 

95 1  5.5 = 5.5  90 1  6.0 = 6.0 

90 1  5.0 = 5.0  83   5.3 = 

88 1  4.8 = 4.8  82 1  5.2 = 5.2  

83 1  4.3 = 4.3  81 1  5.1 = 5.1 

Subtotal of GPEs: 30.8  Subtotal of GPEs: 23.0 
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GPA and Class Rank at Graduation Ceremonies  

Students in good standing with a final GPA of 3.5 or above can be considered “honor graduates,” and receive 

special recognition during graduation. 

 

As determined by the Final Class Ranking GPA Formula, the ten highest-ranking students (or “top ten”) will also 

receive special recognition during graduation. 

 

Class Rank and College Admission  

By Section 51.803 of the Texas Education Code, students ranked in the top 10% of their graduating class are 

entitled to automatic admission to any state college or university in Texas (except for the University of Texas at 

Austin, which admits the top 7%).  For more details, see the “College Preparation” section at the back of this Course 

Guide. 

 

Students Graduating Early  

Some students complete their graduation requirements before the spring semester of their senior year (such as in 

December at mid-term).  These students are not eligible to be valedictorian or salutatorian.  However, early 

graduates are eligible to be recognized as honor graduates (if the student’s GPA is 3.5 or above).  Also, early 

graduates ranked in the top 10% of their class are still entitled to automatic college admission (described above). 
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

 

This school year, because of changes in state law, high school students will be working under two different systems 

of graduation requirements: 

 

If you entered high 

school… 

And during the 2015-16 

school year, you are a… 

Then your basic 

requirements are called… 

And you are also expected 

to obtain… 

Before August 2014 
Senior (12th grader), or  

Junior (11th grader) 

Minimum High School 

Plan (MHSP) 

Recommended High 

School Plan (RHSP), or the 

Distinguished 

Achievement Program 

(DAP) 

August 2014 or later 
Sophomore (10th grader), 

or Freshman (9th grader) 
Foundation Program Endorsements 

 

Each of these systems is explained on the pages that follow. 

 

 

 

The chart below describes the different graduation plans for students who entered high school before August of 

2014 (current 11th and 12th graders). 

 

Courses Minimum (MHSP) Recommended (RHSP) Distinguished (DAP) 

English  
4 credits 

 English I 

 English II 

 English III 

 English IV 
 

4 credits 
 English I 

 English II 

 English III 

 English IV 
 

4 credits 
 English I 

 English II 

 English III 

 English IV 
 

Mathematics 
3 credits 

 Algebra I 

 Geometry 

 Other: 

__________ 
 

4 credits 
 Algebra I 

 Geometry 

 Algebra II 

 ________ 
 

4 credits 
 Algebra I 

 Geometry 

 Algebra II 

 ________ 
 

Science 
3 credits 

 Biology 

 ________ 

 _________ 

 

4 credits 
 Biology 

 Chemistry 

 Physics 

 ________ 
 

4 credits 
 Biology 

 Chemistry 

 Physics 

 ________ 
 

Social Studies 

4 credits 
 World Geography 

 World History 

 U.S. History 

 Government (½ credit) 

 Economics (½ credit) 
 

4 credits 
 World Geography 

 World History 

 U.S. History 

 Government (½ credit)  

 Economics (½ credit) 
 

4 credits 
 World Geography 

 World History 

 U.S. History 

 Government (½ credit)  

 Economics (½ credit) 
 

Fine Arts 1 credit 1 credit 1 credit 

Communication Apps 
2
1  credit 

2
1  credit 

2
1  credit 

World Language  2 credits 3 credits 

Physical Education 1 credit 1 credit 1 credit 

Electives 6
2
1  credits 5

2
1  credits 4

2
1  credits 

Total: 23 credits 26 credits 26 credits 
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Notes about each graduation plan: 

 

Minimum (MHSP) State law requires districts to enroll students in the Recommended (RHSP) or 

Distinguished (DAP) plans, and further requires students to complete one of these 

two programs to receive a diploma.  Only students who meet certain criteria are 

eligible to change their academic program to the Minimum High School Program 

(MHSP). If eligible, the student, the parent/guardian, and a school counselor or 

administrator must agree that the student should be permitted to graduate under 

the MHSP. 

 

The MHSP prepares students for junior college, but does not fulfill entry 

requirements for a four-year college. Thus, students on this program may lose 

opportunities for acceptance into certain higher education facilities unless 

additional requirements are met. 

 

Distinguished (DAP): 

Advanced Measures 

In addition to course requirements, to graduate under the Distinguished 

Achievement Program (DAP), students must achieve Advanced Measures.  

Specifically, a student must achieve any combination of four of the following 

measures: 

Test Score 
(up to 4 measures) 

 Any score of 3 or above on an Advanced Placement (AP) 

exam 

 Any score of 4 or above on an International Baccalaureate 

(IB) exam 

Test Recognition 
(1 measure) 

 A score on the PSAT test that qualifies a student for 

recognition as a Commended Scholar as part of the National 

Hispanic Scholar Program, or 

 A score on the PSAT test that qualifies a student for 

recognition as part of the National Achievement Scholarship 

Program for Outstanding Negro Students 

Research Project 
(up to 2 measures) 

An original research project that is: 

 Related to the curriculum (Texas Essential Knowledge and 

Skills) 

 Conducted under the direction of a mentor 

 Reported to an appropriate audience 

 Judged by a panel of professionals in a related field 

College Course 
(up to 4 measures) 

A grade of 3.0 or higher in a course that counts for college credit, 

including tech prep programs 

  

Scholars Recognition During graduation ceremonies, students who graduate on the Recommended 

(RHSP) or the Distinguished (DAP) plans will be recognized by WFISD by wearing of a 

medallion signifying this accomplishment. Students graduating on the RHSP will be 

known as Recommended Scholars, and those graduating on the DAP will be 

recognized as Distinguished Scholars. 
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The chart below describes the graduation requirement for students who enter high school in August of 2014 or 

later (current incoming 9th and 10th graders). 

 

Courses Foundation  Endorsements 

English  

4 credits 
 English I 

 English II 

 English III 

 Advanced English  
 

 
Choose 4 additional credits 

 

STEM 
 1 Math or 1 CTE Math 

 1 Science or 1 CTE Science 

 Elective  1: _________________ 

 Elective  2: _________________ 
 

Business and Industry 
 1 Math or 1 CTE Math 

 1 Science or 1 CTE Science 

 Elective  1: _________________ 

 Elective  2: _________________ 

 

Arts and Humanities 
 1 Math or 1 CTE Math 

 1 Science or 1 CTE Science 

 Elective  1: _________________ 

 Elective  2: _________________ 
 

Public Service 
 1 Math or 1 CTE Math 

 1 Science or 1 CTE Science 

 Elective  1: _________________ 

 Elective  2: _________________ 
 

Multidisciplinary Studies 
 1 Math or 1 CTE Math 

 1 Science or 1 CTE Science 

 Elective  1: _________________ 

 Elective  2: _________________ 
 

Mathematics 

3 credits 
 Algebra I 

 Geometry 

 Advanced Math 
 

 

Science 

3 credits 
 Biology 

 IPC or Advanced Science 

 Advanced Science 
 

 

Social Studies 

3 credits 
 World Geography or     

World History 

 U.S. History 

 Government (½ unit)  

 Economics (½ unit) 
 

 

Fine Arts 
1 credit 

 ______________  
 

 

World Language 
(or substitute) 

2 credits 
 Year 1 

 Year 2 
 

 

Physical Education 
1 credit 

 ______________  
 

 

Electives 

5 credits 
 ______________ 

 ______________ 

 ______________ 

 ______________ 

 ______________  
 

 

Total: 22 credits  26 total credits 

 

For more information on the five endorsements, see page 51. 

 

Note:  For students in Texas, graduation plans are defined by 19 TAC (Texas Administrative Code), Chapter 74, 

Subchapter B.  Periodically, these rules are reviewed and revised by the Texas State Board of Education.  As 

changes occur, this Course Guide will be updated with new information regarding graduation plans. 
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Information for ALL graduation plans: 

 

End-of-Course  

(EOC) Exams 

To graduate, in addition to course requirements, students must also pass the state’s 

End-of-Course (EOC) exams in English I, English II, Algebra I, Biology, and U.S. 

History. 

For more information, visit the Texas Education Agency website: 

http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/staar/  

 

Physical Education All students are required to complete 1 credit of physical education or a physical 

education substitute for graduation.  To meet this requirement, students may be 

classified on the basis of health as unrestricted, restricted, and adapted and 

remedial instruction. 

 

The following course/activities can substitute for physical education (PE) 

requirements: 

 Athletics 

 JROTC 

 Off-campus physical education 

 Drill team 

 Marching band 

 Cheerleading 

 

Also, additional core subjects and academic electives may be substituted for PE, 

based upon: 

a) the physical activity involved in the courses listed for this purpose in state 

rules [See Board Policy EIF(LEGAL)]; 

b) determination of an ARD or 504 committee due to disability; or 

c) the judgment of a committee convened with persons “with appropriate 

knowledge” about the student. 

Please see your counselor for more information. 

 

Note:  Students can only earn up to 4 state graduation credits in PE or PE 

substitutes. 

 

  

http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/staar/
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WICHITA FALLS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

COURSE SELECTIONS 

 
 

This document attempts to list all the courses available for students attending high school in Wichita Falls ISD.  

However, please be aware that not all these courses will be offered every semester of every year—or even at every 

campus.  Because of factors such as scheduling conflicts, low enrollment, or teacher availability, classes may close 

or be canceled.  As a result, students may not be able to register for every course they plan to take during a 

semester. For this reason, it’s a good idea to have in mind alternate courses in case your first choice is not available.  

 

To help, here is a description of some of the information presented in the Course Guide. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
*Note:  In some rare cases, a regular class (on the 4-point scale) can be taken by a student with a significantly reduced mastery level, or with 

the expectation of a significant reduction in content coverage.  In such cases, the course would be weighted on a 3-point scale. 

 

 

Course title Course 

number Course 

description 

Credits: 
1 unit = 1 year 

½ unit = 1 semester 

Weighted GPA: 
*Regular classes are scored on a  

4-point scale (A = 4, B = 3, etc.). 

Advanced classes are scored on a 5-

point scale (A = 5, B = 4, etc.). 

Availability: 
In most cases, courses are offered at 

every high school.  If not, the 

available campuses are listed. 

Pre-requisites: 
List of courses that must be completed, 

or requirements that must be met, 

before taking the course 

Location: 
When a location is listed, the course is 

open to all students, but only at a specific 

site (such as the Carrigan CTE Center). 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: COURSE SEQUENCE 

 

STUDENTS IN GRADES 11-12 

In most cases, students will take the following 

sequence of English courses: 

English I 

 
English II 

 
English III 

 
English IV 

 

There are also electives that students can take in the 

area of communication and language arts, such as 

Journalism, Yearbook, Debate, and even Creative 

Writing. 

English I

English II

English III

English IV

electives:

Journalism,

Writing

electives:

Debate

 
 

 

 

STUDENTS IN GRADES 9-10 

Students who enter high school under the Foundation 

Plan (in August 2014 or later) will have an additional 

option for the fourth year of English.   

 

For students who have 

taken Journalism during 

their sophomore and 

junior years, the 

Journalism III course 

may substitute for 

English IV. 

For students who have 

taken Debate during 

their sophomore and 

junior years, the Debate 

III course may substitute 

for English IV. 

 

English I 

 
English II 

Journalism I 

 
English III 

Journalism II 

 
Journalism III* 

 

English I 

 
English II 

Debate I 

 
English III 

Debate II 

 
Debate III* 

 

*Note: The advanced Journalism and Debate classes 

may require an additional research paper to meet 

requirements in Board policy.  (See EH(REGULATION).) 

English I

English II

English III

English IV
Advanced 

Journalism

Advanced 

Debate

electives:

Journalism,

Writing

electives:

Debate
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS COURSES 

English I (03220100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

English I is an introduction to reading and composition. Students’ reading will emphasize 

literary elements and genre, including poetry, novels, drama, short stories, and nonfiction, 

and will focus on both classical and practical reading selections. Composition study will 

emphasize various writing purposes, mechanical correctness, grammar, vocabulary, 

language usage, and proofreading. 

English I Pre-AP (03220100) 

English I Pre-DP (03220100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Passing score on 8th grade 

STAAR Reading, parent approval 

The advanced English I course is designed to enrich and challenge beyond the essentials 

of English I. A higher level of critical and creative thinking skills will be used, and students 

will experience a more in-depth approach to classical literature selections and writing 

styles/techniques. The curriculum involves world literature taught by genre and allows 

students to discover universal ideas found in a variety of sources. 

This course helps prepare the students for the requirements of future AP and IB Diploma 

courses.  A research paper is required. Students are strongly encouraged to take the PSAT 

in October.  Summer reading will be required and assessed in August. 

English II (03220200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: English I 

English II is a world literature survey course emphasizing classical reading selections. 

Additional emphasis is placed on writing, with a more rigorous focus on composition skills, 

vocabulary, and the conventions of language. 

English II Pre-AP (03220200) 

English II Pre-DP (03220200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: advanced English I, passing 

score on English I EOC, parent approval 

 

Advanced English II is designed to enrich and challenge beyond the essentials of the 

traditional English course. A higher level of critical and creative thinking skills will be used, 

and students will experience a more in-depth approach to both literary analysis and 

writing skills and techniques.  Through a study of World Literature, students will augment 

their acquired skills with an extended study of the short story, the novel, drama, and 

poetry. Topics such as power’s effect on the family and society will promote critical 

thinking and understanding through verbal and written expression. 

This course helps prepare the students for the requirements of future AP and IB Diploma 

courses.  A research paper is required. Students are strongly encouraged to take the PSAT 

in October.  Summer reading will be required and assessed in August. 

English III (03220300) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: English II 

English III Academic is an American literature survey course emphasizing classical reading 

selections. Additional focus is placed on writing, with more rigorous attention on 

composition skills, vocabulary, and the conventions of language. A research paper is 

required. 

AP English III (A3220100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: advanced English II, passing 

score on English II EOC, parent approval 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

English III AP is a thorough preparation for the AP English Language and Composition 

exam in May. A high level of critical thinking skills will be used and students will 

experience an in-depth approach to both rhetorical analysis and composition of 

arguments. A research paper is required.  

Students are encouraged to take the PSAT in October and strongly encouraged to take the 

SAT in the spring. 

IB English III DP (I3220300) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: English II Pre-DP or approval of 

IB Program Coordinator 

Availability: HHS 

Junior Language A-1 of the IB program will study Part 2 and Part 4 of the Language A-1 

International Baccalaureate Curriculum.  The human journey will be integrated into the 

study of the prescribed areas of poetry, drama and the novel as a thematic foundation. An 

in-depth analysis of literary language and author’s use of technique as well as the 

thematic structure will prepare students for the Formal and Informal IB Internal Oral 

Assessments to be given during the Spring Semester. 

English IV (03220400) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: English III 

English IV Academic is a British literature survey course emphasizing classical selections. 

Additional emphasis is placed on writing, with a more rigorous focus on composition skills, 

vocabulary, and the conventions of language. A research paper is required. 
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AP English IV (A3220200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: advanced English III, passing 

scores on English EOCs, parent approval 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

English IV AP is a thorough preparation for the AP English Literature and Composition 

exam in May. A high level of critical thinking skills will be used, and students will 

experience an in-depth approach to both literary analysis and writing styles and 

techniques. A research paper is required. 

English IV DP (I3220400) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: English III IB, or approval 

 by the IB Program Coordinator 

Availability: HHS 

As a final step toward the International Baccalaureate Diploma, the student will continue 

the thematic exploration of world literature, produce a variety of quality writings, and 

analyze a broad spectrum of world literature. An original research paper will be required. 

The goal of this culminating class is to develop strong writers and critical thinkers who can 

move with ease in the world community. 

ESL English I (03220600) 

ESL English II (03200700) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: meet eligibility requirements 

The English as a Second Language (ESL) program provides intensive instruction in 

listening, speaking, writing and comprehension in English. The ESL program uses the 

academic and cultural experience of the student as a platform to provide the appropriate 

instruction in the English language. Students who speak or hear a language other than 

English in their home and have difficulty in the English language are eligible for this 

program. 

Dual Credit English Composition I 

(ENGL 1301) 
Credits: ½ unit (HS) + 3 hrs (college) 

Grade Placement: 11 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: meet TSI requirements in 

Reading and Writing 

Intensive study of and practice in writing processes, from invention and researching to 

drafting, revising, and editing, both individually and collaboratively. Emphasis on effective 

rhetorical choices, including audience, purpose, arrangement, and style. Focus on writing 

the academic essay as a vehicle for learning, communicating, and critical analysis.  

Note: This is a college course is offered through Vernon College and held on the high 

school campus.  Tuition and fees apply, but scholarships and financial aid may be 

available. 

Dual Credit English Composition II 

(ENGL 1302) 
Credits: ½ unit (HS) + 3 hrs (college) 

Grade Placement: 11 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: ENGL 1301 

Intensive study of and practice in the strategies and techniques for developing research-

based expository and persuasive texts. Emphasis on effective and ethical rhetorical 

inquiry, including primary and secondary research methods; critical reading of verbal, 

visual, and multimedia texts; systematic evaluation, synthesis, and documentation of 

information sources; and critical thinking about evidence and conclusions. 

Note: This is a college course is offered through Vernon College and held on the high 

school campus.  Tuition and fees apply, but scholarships and financial aid may be 

available. 

Dual Credit British Literature I, II 

(ENGL 2322, 2323) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit (HS) + 3-6 hrs (college) 

Grade Placement: 12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: ENGL 1302 

A survey of the development of British literature from the Anglo-Saxon period to the 

Eighteenth Century (course I) and from the Romantic period to the present (course II). 

Students will study works of prose, poetry, drama, and fiction in relation to their historical, 

linguistic, and cultural contexts. Texts will be selected from a diverse group of authors and 

traditions. 

Note: This is a college course is offered through Vernon College and held on the high 

school campus.  Tuition and fees apply, but scholarships and financial aid may be 

available. 

Creative Writing (03221200) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: 2 units of English 

Availability: HHS 

This course is recommended for students who are interested in creative expression 

through writing.  Emphasized area of study include poetry and various types of prose 

writing, as well as an introduction to the writing component of the PSAT, SAT, and ACT 

tests. 

Pre-AP Creative Writing (03220400) 
Credits: ½ unit 

Grade Placement: 10-11 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: currently enrolled in Pre-AP 

English II or AP English II, passing scores on 

English EOCs, parent approval 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

In this course students will improve reading and study skills; learn test-taking strategies, 

expand vocabulary, and practice reading critically and thinking logically. They will analyze 

and evaluate reading passages, practice on sentence completions, and develop better 

writing skills by focusing on identifying sentence errors and improving sentences and 

paragraphs. This course is designed to improve critical reading and writing skills and to 

prepare the students for the PSAT, SAT, and ACT tests. 

Professional Communications 

(13009900) 
Credits: ½ unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This class is designed to improve communication skills with peers, family, teachers, 

employers, or large groups of people, so that the student may participate more 

successfully in professional and social life.  Rapidly expanding technologies and corporate 

systems demand strong choices in verbal and nonverbal messages, listening skills, and 

critical thinking.  Students enrolled in Professional Communications will be expected to 

identify, analyze, develop, and evaluate communication skills needed for professional and 

social success in interpersonal situations, interviews, group interactions, and professional 

or personal presentations. 
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Debate I, II, III (03240600, 

03240700, 03240800) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit. Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Communication Applications, 

teacher conference 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

This course allows students to participate in all roles of the de- bate process, to make 

debate presentations in both classroom and tournament situations, and to prepare for 

UIL and other speech competitions. 

 

Oral Interpretation I, II, III (03240200, 

03240300, 03240400) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Communication Applications, 

teacher conference 

This course involves the oral presentation of literature (poetry, prose, drama), 

emphasizes performance techniques, and prepares students for UIL and other 

competitions. 

Journalism I (03230100) 
Credits: ½ unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This course is an introduction to all areas of journalism and mass communication. Topics 

include a history of journalism, writing styles, yearbook, newspaper, photography, layout and 

advertising. 

Yearbook I, II, III (03230110, 

03230120, 03230130) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Journalism I, teacher 

conference, application process 

In this course, students use digital production technology to publish a professional 

yearbook that serves as the annual history of the students’ lives at school.  Using 

commercial design programs, the yearbook staff members work together to take 

photographs, gather information, create layouts, and write stories.  

This course can count for one credit of Technology Applications.  This program requires an 

extra-curricular time commitment of at least one hour per week. 

 

Newspaper I, II, III (03230140, 

03230150, 03230160) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Journalism I, teacher 

conference, application process 

This course involves all elements of news production including writing, copy editing, 

layout, advertising, photography and computer work. This class is responsible for 

distributing the school newspaper. This class can count for one elective credit.  This 

program requires an extra-curricular time commitment of at least one hour per week. 
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MATHEMATICS: COURSE SEQUENCE 

 

STUDENTS IN GRADES 11-12 

In most cases, students will take one of the following 

sequences of math courses: 

 

Algebra I 

 
Geometry 

 
Algebra II 

 
Upper-level  

math course(s) 

Algebra I 

 
Geometry 

 
Math Models 

 
Algebra II 

 

Here, Math Models may also be 

taken before or concurrently with 

Geometry, but must precede 

Algebra II. 
 

Algebra I

Geometry

Algebra II

Precalculus

AP Calculus

IB Math SL

Math Models

StatisticsAQR

 
 

 

 

STUDENTS IN GRADES 9-10 

Students who enter high school under the Foundation 

Plan (in August 2014 or later) will have additional 

course options in place of Algebra II. 

 

Beginning in 2016 (pending development by the 

Texas Education Agency), several career-based (CTE) 

math courses will be offered to satisfy requirements 

for a third or fourth math credit, such as: 

 Mathematical Applications in Agriculture, Food, and 
Natural Resources 

 Statistics and Risk Management 

 

In addition, the state will also develop a course called 

Algebraic Reasoning to serve as an alternative to the 

formal Algebra II class. 

 

Note: Students seeking the STEM endorsement will 

still be required to have credit in Algebra II (as well as 

additional courses beyond). 

 

 

Algebra I

Geometry

Algebra II

Precalculus

AP Calculus

IB Math SL

Math Models

StatisticsAQR

CTE Math
Algebraic 

Reasoning
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MATHEMATICS COURSES 

Algebra I (03100500) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: 8th grade math 

 

 

Algebra I is designed to expand the manipulative skills of arithmetic to algebraic skills. 

This course develops the properties of real numbers; includes the study of linear 

equations, inequalities, operations with polynomials, factoring, algebraic fractions, 

functions, graphing systems of equations, and operations with radicals. The TEKS place 

much emphasis on functions and graphing; emphasis on use of the graphing calculator; 

and emphasis on realistic up-to-date word problems. Conceptual development with hands-

on activities will precede abstract thinking activities. 

Algebra I (Pre-AP) (03100500) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisite: 8th grade pre-AP math, or 

teacher recommendation 

 

The advanced level of Algebra I will cover the same course content as the regular section 

of Algebra I plus an introductory unit of Trigonometry and an introductory unit of 

Probability and Statistics. The advanced course will cover more challenging problems and 

probe deeper into each new idea. Much emphasis will be on functions and graphing, 

calculators, and realistic up-to-date word problems. Less conceptual development will be 

needed; thus, moving to abstract thinking at a faster rate. An Algebra project may be 

required. 

Geometry (03100700) 
Credits: 1 Unit 

Grade Placement: 10 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Algebra I 

Geometry is designed to stimulate creative and logical thought processes and to develop 

systematic reasoning. Geometry will include the study of angles, perpendicular and 

parallel lines, congruent triangles, polygons, constructions, area and volume, 

trigonometric ratios and coordinate geometry. Proofs will be emphasized to develop 

logical reasoning. 

Geometry (Pre-AP) (03100700) 

Geometry (Pre-DP) (03100700) 
Credits: 1 Unit 

Grade Placement: 9-10 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Algebra I (Pre-AP/DP), passing 

score on Algebra I EOC, teacher 

recommendation 

The students will cover the same material and ideas as regular geometry, but a greater 

degree of rigor will be expected in the proofs and problems they do. The students will be 

given a more in-depth study of solid, transformational, and non-Euclidean geometry. 

Special projects and assignments may be required throughout the year dealing with 

applied geometry. Trigonometry will be introduced. 

Mathematical Models with 

Applications (03102400) 
Credits: 1 Unit 

Grade Placement: 10-11 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Prerequisite: Algebra I 

Students continue to build on the K-8 and Algebra I foundations as they expand their 

understanding through other mathematical experiences. Students use algebraic, 

graphical, and geometric reasoning to recognize patterns and structure to model 

information, and to solve problems from various disciplines.  Real-world applications 

include money, data, chance, patterns, music, design, and science. 

Algebra II (03100600) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Algebra I 

Algebra II reviews the concepts of Algebra I and extends these to a more formal level. The 

course of study is designed to extend the development of numbers to include a study of the 

complex numbers as a mathematical system. The course will expand the concept of 

functions to include quadratic, exponential and logarithmic functions. Analysis of the conic 

sections and development of additional problem-solving skills will also be presented. 

Algebra II (Pre-AP) (03100600) 

Algebra II (Pre-DP) (03100600) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Algebra I (Pre-AP/DP), passing 

score on Algebra I EOC, teacher 

recommendation 

This advanced section of Algebra II covers the same course content as the regular section but 

deals with the topics in greater depth and complexity.  The advanced course requires 

extensive application of learned skills in new settings through realistic up-to-date word 

problems. Abstract thinking will be developed and technology will be extensively utilized. An 

independent project may be required. 

Advanced Quantitative Reasoning 

(03102510) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Algebra II 

Advanced Quantitative Reasoning is a course in using data to solve problems. Students 

taking this class will explore a variety of interesting topics as they relate to mathematics such 

as: voting and polling; understanding credit, debit and investments; and managing data.  This 

course builds on topics previously learned in Algebra I and II and Geometry, and it 

introduces students to real-world application of mathematics in many career fields.   
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Precalculus (03101100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Geometry, Algebra II 

This course prepares students to take either high school or college level calculus. Students 

continue to build on Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry foundations as they expand their 

understanding through other mathematical experiences. Students use symbolic reasoning 

and analytical methods to represent mathematical situations, to express generalizations, 

and to study mathematical concepts and the relationships among them. Students use 

functions, equations, and limits as useful tools for expressing generalizations and as means 

for analyzing and understanding a broad variety of mathematical relationships. Students 

also use functions as well as symbolic reasoning to represent and connect ideas in 

geometry, probability, statistics, trigonometry, and calculus and to model physical 

situations. Students use a variety of representations, tools, and technology to model 

functions and equations and solve real-life problems. 

Precalculus (Pre-AP) (03101100) 

Precalculus (Pre-DP) (03101100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Algebra II (Pre-AP), teacher 

recommendation 

This course covers the same topics as the regular Precalculus course, but deals with 

topics in greater depth and complexity. Students also spend additional time proving 

trigonometric identities. Also, Parametric and polar functions will be studied in detail. This 

course prepares the student for AP Calculus or for IB Diploma courses. 

Independent Study in Mathematics 

(03102500) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Algebra II 

Availability: RHS 

The Independent Study course is designed for Senior students who are preparing for 

college.  The first semester (fall 2014) of this course is devoted to improving skills to 

prepare for college-level algebra.  Students will also prepare for college entrance exams, 

such as the SAT, the ACT, and the state’s new TSI assessment.  During the second 

semester of the course (spring 2015), students will have the opportunity to take College 

Algebra (MATH 1314) for dual credit.  (See the description below.) 

Dual Credit College Algebra (MATH 

1314) 
Credits: ½ unit (HS) + 3 hrs (college) 

Grade Placement: 12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: meet TSI requirements in math 

In-depth study and applications of polynomial, rational, radical, exponential and 

logarithmic functions, and systems of equations using matrices. Additional topics such as 

sequences, series, probability, and conics may be included.  Graphing calculator required. 

Note: This is a college course is offered through Vernon College and held on the high 

school campus.  Tuition and fees apply, but scholarships and financial aid may be 

available. 

Also, course content may be delivered through an online system called Math XL. 

AP Calculus AB, BC (A3100101, 

A3100102) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Precalculus (Pre-AP), teacher 

recommendation 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

Calculus is designed for students who have a thorough knowledge of college preparatory 

mathematics, including Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, and Precalculus. The course 

includes a study of elementary functions, properties of limits, the derivative and 

applications, techniques of integration and applications of the definite integral.  

The Calculus BC course covers Calculus AB, but also includes additional rigorous topics 

prescribed by the College Board, including advanced integration techniques, parametric 

and polar equations, and sequences and series. Calculus BC is equivalent to two college 

semesters and is taught in the same time frame as the college courses. 

Both courses prepare the student for the AP Calculus exam. 

 

AP Statistics (A3100200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Algebra II (Pre-AP) or 

Precalculus 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

This course covers the following major topics: exploring data, planning a study 

(deciding what and how to measure), anticipating patterns (using probability and 

simulation), and statistical inference. This course prepares the student for the AP 

statistics exam. 

IB Mathematical Studies (I3100100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Algebra II 

Availability: HHS 

The IB Mathematical Studies course is for students with varied backgrounds and abilities 

in mathematics.  Students taking this course should already be equipped with 

fundamental skills and a rudimentary knowledge of basic mathematical processes.  This 

course will enable students to: develop logical, critical, and creative thinking; develop 

patience and persistence in problem solving; and appreciate varied cultural and historical 

perspectives of mathematics, including international approaches.  In the IB Mathematical 

Studies course, students will learn logic and probability, functions, geometry and 

trigonometry, statistics, financial mathematics, and introductory differential mathematics.  

DP Calculus/SL Mathematics 

(I3100200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Precalculus (Pre-DP), teacher 

recommendation 

Availability: HHS 

This course covers limits, convergence, differentiation, extrema, integration, graphical 

connections, and series.  Applications include differential equations, related rates of 

change, and area problems.  Students work with graphing and analytical methods to 

explore the behavior of functions.  Use of series includes Taylor and Maclaurin series.  

This course is required for students pursing the IB Standard Level (SL) Mathematics 

certificate. 
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SCIENCE: COURSE SEQUENCE 

 

STUDENTS IN GRADES 11-12 

In most cases, students will take one of the following 

sequences of science courses: 

 

Biology 

 
Chemistry 

 
Principles of Technology,  

or Physics 

 
Additional science 

course(s) 

Biology 

 
Integrated Physics and 

Chemistry (IPC) 

 
Chemistry 

 
Principles of Technology,  

or Physics, or an 

additional science 

course 

 

For more information, see “Graduation 

Requirements” on page 12. 

Physics

Biology

Chemistry

Additional

Science 

Courses

IPC

Principles of 

Technology

 

 

 

 

STUDENTS IN GRADES 9-10 

Students who enter high school under the Foundation 

Plan (in August 2014 or later) will have additional 

options in their sequence of science courses. 

 

Specifically, these students may not have to take the 

Chemistry or Physics courses.  Instead, they could 

take IPC and additional courses, such as 

Environmental Systems or Earth and Space Science. 

 

Biology 

 
Integrated Physics and Chemistry (IPC) 

 
Additional science courses 

 

Note: Students seeking the STEM endorsement will 

still be required to have credit in Biology, Chemistry, 

and either Principles of Technology or Physics, as well 

as at least one additional science course. 

 

Physics

Biology

Chemistry

Additional

Science 

Courses

IPC

Principles of 

Technology
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SCIENCE COURSES 

Biology (03010200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Biology is an introduction to biological concepts including process skills. Topics include 

genetics, bacteriology, botany, ecology, vertebrates, invertebrates, body systems, 

evolution, and scientific problem solving. 

Biology Pre-AP (03010200) 

Biology Pre-DP (03010200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: advanced 8th grade Science, 

passing score on 8th grade Science STAAR 

Advanced Biology (Pre-AP/Pre-DP) is an accelerated introduction to biological concepts 

integrated with process skills. This course is a lab-oriented class, which includes such 

topics as genetics, bacteriology, ecology, zoology, cytology, botany, vertebrates, 

invertebrates, body systems, evolution, and scientific problem solving. A major project will 

be required each semester. 

As students study and apply the experimental sciences, they should also see the 

relationship and place of these sciences in society.  This course helps prepare students 

for the requirements of the AP program and the IB Diploma Program. 

AP Biology (A3010200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Biology Pre-AP, Chemistry Pre-

AP (or concurrent enrollment), teacher 

approval 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

Advanced Placement Biology is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory 

biology course. Content requirements for Advanced Placement Biology are prescribed in 

the College Board Publication Advanced Placement Course. The course provides students 

with the conceptual framework, factual knowledge, and analytical skills necessary to deal 

critically with the rapidly changing science of biology. 

IB DP Biology  (2 years) (I3010200, 

13037200) 
Credits: 1 -2 units 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Biology Pre-DP, Chemistry Pre-

DP, teacher approval 

Availability: HHS 

The IB Biology HL program is a 2-year course designed to help students develop a secure 

knowledge of a limited body of facts and at the same time a broad, general understanding 

of biology.  The student should in turn be able to apply this general understanding as 

widely as possible.  The course provides students with the conceptual framework, factual 

knowledge, and analytical skills necessary to deal critically with the rapidly changing 

science of biology.  The program consists of the subject-specific topics, two optional 

topics, an integrated science project, and the internal assessment lab notebook.  The IB 

Biology external examination will be taken at the higher level (HL). 

Integrated Physics and Chemistry 

(03060201) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-10 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Algebra I, or concurrent 

enrollment in Algebra I 

Integrated Physics and Chemistry (IPC) is an investigative course based upon the scientific 

method which teaches critical thinking skills and scientific problem solving. The integrated 

material includes topics from the disciplines of physics and chemistry.  

(Students graduating on the Recommended plan cannot take IPC as the final or fourth 

year of science. Students graduating under the Distinguished plan cannot take IPC as one 

of the four science courses required for graduation.) 

Chemistry (03040000) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Algebra I and one year of 

science 

Chemistry I is a study of the organization of chemistry, atomic structure, formulas and 

equations, reactions, states of matter, periodic law, solutions, and nuclear chemistry. The 

course includes weekly hands-on labs.   

Chemistry Pre-AP (03040000) 

Chemistry Pre-DP (03040000) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Algebra I Pre-AP/DP, Biology 

Pre-AP/DP 

Advanced Chemistry (Pre-AP/Pre-DP) is a laboratory-oriented course with emphasis on 

problem-solving. Includes a detailed study of atomic structure, formulas and equations, 

reactions, states of matter, periodic law, nuclear chemistry, and hydrocarbons.  Because 

this course lays the foundation for AP/IB Chemistry, students will be expected to show 

mastery of metric conversions, elemental symbols, chemical formulas, and the unique 

language of chemistry. 

AP Chemistry (A3040000) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Chemistry Pre-AP, Algebra II 

Pre-AP, teacher approval 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

Advanced Placement Chemistry is a laboratory-oriented course with emphasis on problem-

solving. Content requirements for AP Chemistry are prescribed in the course description 

provided by the College Board. 

IB DP Chemistry  (2 years) 

(I3040001, 13037210) 
Credits: 1 -2 units 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Chemistry Pre-DP 

Availability: HHS 

Chemistry is the central science, the basis of the physical environment and all biological 

systems in which we live.  As an experimental science, chemistry combines academic 

study with the acquisition of practical investigative skills.  The IB Chemistry external 

evaluation may be taken at the standard level (SL) in this course.  The program consists of 

the subject-specific core topics, three additional topics, the Group 4 project, and internal 

assessment lab notebook.  The core area builds on the topics covered in the Pre-DP 

course. 
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Physics – Principles of Technology 

(I3037100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Algebra II (or concurrent 

enrollment) 

This course is designed to present the discipline of physics in a manner of how it is 

practically experienced in the world and how it is used with an emphasis in technology.  It 

focuses on realistic problem solving mathematics and hands-on hardware laboratory 

experiences and is organized around four common energy systems: mechanical, fluid, 

electrical, and thermal. (For students graduating under the DAP, Principles of Technology 

cannot be taken as one of the four science courses required for graduation.) 

Physics (Pre-AP) (03050000) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Algebra II (or concurrent 

enrollment) 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

Pre-AP Physics is an introduction to mechanics, momentum, energy, fluids, optics, 

magnetism, and other related topics.  Extensive hands-on labs reinforce the lecture 

materials and provide the framework for a problem-solving approach to physics with 

greater problem-solution emphasis and independent computer simulations. 

AP Physics 1 (A3050003) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 (or grade 10 with 

instructor approval) 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Algebra II Pre-AP (or concurrent 

enrollment) 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

AP Physics 1: Algebra-Based is equivalent to a first-semester college course in algebra-

based physics.  The course covers Newtonian mechanics (including rotational dynamics 

and angular momentum); work, energy, and power; mechanical waves and sound.  It will 

also introduce electric circuits. 

AP Physics 2 (A3050004) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: AP Physics 1, Algebra II Pre-AP 

(or concurrent enrollment) 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

AP Physics 2: Algebra-Based is equivalent to a second-semester college course in algebra-

based physics.  The course covers fluid mechanics, thermodynamics, electricity, 

magnetism, optics, and atomic and nuclear physics. 

AP Physics C  (A3050002) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites:  AP Calculus (or concurrent 

enrollment) 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

The AP Physics C course is part of the college sequence that serves as the foundation in 

physics for students majoring in the physical sciences or engineering.  Methods of 

calculus are used whenever appropriate in formulating physical principles and in applying 

them to physical problems. 

Physics Pre-DP (03050000) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites:  Algebra II Pre-DP, Geometry 

Pre-DP 

Availability: HHS 

In the IB Physics Pre-DP course, students will study the physical laws that govern the 

interaction of matter in the universe, and students will learn the mathematical skills 

needed to understand those interactions.  Concepts will include measurements, motion, 

forces, energy, temperature, heat, and waves.  This course will prepare students for the 

requirements of the IB Diploma. 

Environmental Systems (03020000) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites:  Biology, and either IPC or 

Chemistry 

Environmental Systems is designed to give students an introduction to the major 

environmental problems facing the world and the scientific causes behind the problems. 

The course also teaches students how they are part of the problem and the solution. 

AP Environmental Science 

(A3020000) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites:  Biology Pre-AP, Chemistry Pre-

AP 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

The goal of the AP Environmental Science course is to provide students with the scientific 

principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of 

the natural world.  Students will identify and analyze environmental problems both natural 

and human-made; evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems; and 

examine alternative solutions for resolving and/or preventing them. 

Earth and Space Science (0306200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites:  3 units of science (one of 

which may be taken concurrently), 3 units of 

math (one of which may be taken 

concurrently) 

Earth and Space Science is a capstone science course de- signed to build on student’s 

prior scientific and academic knowledge and skills to develop understanding of Earth’s 

systems in space and time.  The course is taught with an Earth science approach using 

these themes: Earth in space and time, solid Earth, and fluid Earth.  The three strands of 

system, energy, and relevance will be used throughout the course as students are actively 

involved in laboratory and field investigations. 
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Dual Credit Earth Wind and Fire 

(GEO302E), with Earth and Space 

Science (0306200) 
Credits: 1 unit + 3 credit hours (college) 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: 3 units of science (one of 

which may be taken concurrently), 3 units of 

math (one of which may be taken 

concurrently), science teacher 

recommendation, meet TSI requirements 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites:  Biology I, Chemistry I 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

Earth and Space Science is a capstone course designed to build on student’s prior 

scientific and academic knowledge and skills to develop understanding of Earth’s systems 

in space and time.  The course is taught with an Earth science approach using these 

themes: Earth in space and time, solid Earth, and fluid Earth.  The three strands of 

system, energy, and relevance will be used throughout the course as students are actively 

involved in laboratory and field investigations. 

Note: The second semester of this class is a college geology course offered through the 

University of Texas and held on the high school campus.  Tuition and fees apply, but 

scholarships and financial aid may be available.  Prior to enrolling in GEO302E in the 

spring, students must have a score of at least 75 on the course’s college-level pre-

assessment. 

Forensic Science (13029500) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites:  Biology I, Chemistry I 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

Forensic Science uses a structured and scientific approach to the investigation of crimes 

of assault, abuse & neglect, domestic violence, accidental death, homicide, and the 

psychology of criminal behavior.  Students will learn terminology and investigate 

characteristics, truth detection, and scientific procedures used to solve crimes.  Using 

scientific methods, students will collect and analyze evidence through case studies and 

simulated crime scenes such as fingerprint analysis, ballistics, and blood spatter analysis.  

Students will learn the history, legal aspects, and career options for forensic science. 

Human Anatomy and Physiology 

(13020600) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites:  Biology Pre-AP/DP, Chemistry 

Pre-AP/DP 

This course emphasizes critical thinking and scientific problem solving as these relate to 

the energy needs of the human body and relationships between anatomical structure and 

physiological functions of systems. Other content areas include responses to internal and 

external forces, homeostasis, electrical conduction, transport system, and the process of 

reproduction, growth and development. Laboratory investigations will be used extensively 

to support, extend, and model the subject content.  Comparative anatomy of cat and man 

will involve cat dissection. 

  



31 
WFISD 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES: COURSE SEQUENCE 

 

STUDENTS IN GRADES 11-12 

In most cases, students will take the following sequence of 

English courses: 

World Geography 

 
World History 

 
US History 

 
Government & Economics 

 

There are also electives that students can take in social 

studies, such as Psychology, Sociology, and advanced 

history and geography courses.  
 

 

 

STUDENTS IN GRADES 9-10 

Students who enter high school under the Foundation Plan 

(in August 2014 or later will be required to take only 3 

credits in social studies (instead of 4 credits).   

 

This means that a typical course sequence may be: 

 

World Geography 

 
US History 

 
Government & Economics 

 

For students who want to take AP US History as an 11th 

grader, a pre-AP US History course would be required in 

grade 10.  Otherwise, World History may be taken as an 

elective, or may be suggested for students who do not 

perform satisfactorily on the US History End-of-Course (EOC) 

exam. 

 

Note: Endorsements in Multidisciplinary Studies or in Arts 

and Humanities may require additional social studies 

coursework beyond these 3 credits. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES COURSES 

World Geography (03320100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-11 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This course will provide an opportunity to explore the human and physical content of the 

world’s greatest geographic realms.  This course will also provide an introduction to 

geography and the discipline that connects human society and natural environment. 

World Geography Pre-AP (03320100) 

World Geography Pre-DP (03320100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-11 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: teacher conference 

Historical events will be evaluated in a geographical perspective at regional, national, and 

global levels.  This advanced course will build skills and develop a knowledge base to 

prepare students for Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) social 

studies courses taken during their junior and senior years. 

World History (03340400) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-11 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

World History is the only course offering students an overview of the entire history of 

mankind. This is a course to aid students in understanding the development of our 

Western Civilization and in recognizing and understanding its effects on other parts of the 

world. The major emphasis is on the study of significant people, events, and issues from 

the earliest times to the present. 

United States History since 

Reconstruction (03340100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-11 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This course begins after Reconstruction. The history of the West, reform of the 

government system, business, the growth of labor, and American expansion overseas will 

be included. Also presented will be World War 1, the Roaring Twenties, the Great 

Depression, World War II, Civil Rights Movement, Vietnam War, and forms of government. 

Current events will be used through the first and second semester of the school year. 

United States History Pre-AP/Pre--DP 

(03340100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-11 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

As with the regular US History course, Pre-AP/Pre-DP US History covers the American 

experience from Reconstruction through modern times.  In addition to preparing for the 

EOC exam, students will address skills that will prepare them for AP or IB-DP course work.  

Higher-level thinking skills will be developed by providing each student with information 

and opportunity to analyze cause-effect relationships as they occur historically. 

AP United States History (A3340100) 
Credits: 1 unit, Grade Placement: 11 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: US History Pre-AP 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

Course content will go beyond the regular course in content, depth, and expectations. One 

major composition will be required each semester to challenge and develop higher-level 

thinking skills. Individual research will be done on given topics and sources other than the 

textbook. Higher-level thinking skills will be developed by providing each student with 

information and opportunity to analyze cause-effect relationships as they occur 

historically. 

Dual Credit United States History 

(HIST1301, 1302) 
Credits: 1 unit + 3-6 hours college 

Grade Placement: 11 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: meet TSI requirements 

A survey of the social, political, economic, cultural, and intellectual history of the United 

States from the pre-Columbian era to the Civil War period (course 1301), and from 

Reconstruction to the present (course 1302). United States History I includes the study of 

pre-Columbian, colonial, revolutionary, early national, slavery and sectionalism, and the 

Civil War/Reconstruction eras; American culture, religion, civil and human rights, 

technological change, economic change, immigration and migration, urbanization and 

suburbanization, the expansion of the federal government, and the study of U.S. foreign 

policy.  Themes that may be addressed in United States History I include: American 

settlement and diversity, American culture, religion, civil and human rights, technological 

change, economic change, immigration and migration, and creation of the federal 

government. 

Note: 

DP History of the Americas (Jr. Yr.) 

(I3301300) 
Credits: 1 unit, Grade Placement: 11 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: teacher conference 

Availability: HHS 

This International Baccalaureate class is the first part of a two-year higher level history 

course. It is designed to prepare students to take the IB examination in the area of 

Individuals and Societies. History of the Americas is a course that is designed to examine 

“America’s story” through multiple perspectives. Latin American and Canadian history 

development will enhance a comparative analysis of events from the time of colonization 

to the beginning of the twentieth century. Students will use higher order thinking skills in 

order to engage in document based analysis and research development. 

DP History Topics (Sr. Yr.) 

(03330100, 03310300) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: DP History of the Americas 

Availability: HHS 

This Higher Level (HL) History class is the second year of a two year curriculum. This 

course will center on 20th century topics and events in the Americas. Incorporated into 

this study will be topics related to issues in government and economics. The topics will be 

integrated within the chronological framework of United States History in the 20th Century. 

These topics include: Causes, Practices and Effects of War; The Rise and Rule of Single-

Party States; and The Cold War.  Each student will complete an Internal Assessment 

project during this year as part of the International Baccalaureate requirements. They will 

also complete an External Assessment at the end of the year. The external assessments 

are three papers (essay exams). 

American Government (03330100) 
Credits: ½ unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This course is designed to provide an opportunity to learn the various aspects of our 

governmental system, at all levels, and the part each person plays as a citizen of this 

country. 
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AP American Government 

(A3330100) 
Credits: ½ unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale  

Pre-requisites: AP US History 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

In studying the development, structure, and functions of the United States governmental 

systems, emphasis is placed on higher-level and critical-thinking skills and research. Course 

content will go beyond the regular course in content, depth, and expectations. Individual 

research will be done on given topics using sources other than the textbook. A research paper 

or project will be required. 

Dual Credit Government (GOVT 2305) 
Credits: ½ unit + 3 hours college 

Grade Placement: 12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale  

Pre-requisites: meet TSI requirements 

Origin and development of the U.S. Constitution, structure and powers of the national 

government including the legislative, executive, and judicial branches, federalism, political 

participation, the national election process, public policy, civil liberties and civil rights. 

Note: This is a college course is offered through Vernon College and held on the high school 

campus.  Tuition and fees apply, but scholarships and financial aid may be available. 

Economics (03310300) 
Credits: ½ unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This is an introduction to all levels of economics. Course studies include supply and demand, 

the stock market, banking, labor unions, business organizations, consumer economics, and 

other topics. 

AP Macroeconomics (A3310200) 
Credits: ½ unit, Grade Placement: 12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale  

Pre-requisites: AP US History 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

This course is an in-depth study of economics. Course studies include supply and demand, the 

stock market (investments), banking, labor unions, business organizations, consumer 

economics and other topics. A research paper or project is required. 

Dual Credit Economics (ECON 2301) 
Credits: ½ unit + 3 hours college 

Grade Placement: 12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale  

Pre-requisite: meet TSI requirements 

An analysis of the economy as a whole including measurement and determination of Aggregate 

Demand and Aggregate Supply, national income, inflation, and unemployment. Other topics 

include international trade, economic growth, business cycles, and fiscal policy and monetary 

policy. 

Note: This is a college course is offered through Vernon College and held on the high school 

campus.  Tuition and fees apply, but scholarships and financial aid may be available. 

AP European History (A3340200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

This course is designed to be the equivalent of a freshman college Western Civilization survey 

course. Students will study the historical period from High Renaissance (approximately 1450) 

to the very recent past. All areas of European history will be covered including social, political, 

diplomatic, economic, intellectual, cultural, and art history.  This course is challenging, and 

emphasis will be placed on analytical writing, class discussion, use of primary sources and 

critical readings. 

AP Human Geography (A3360100) 
Credits: 1 unit, Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: World Geography Pre-AP 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

The major content area covered by the course are: the nature and perspectives of geography, 

population, cultural patterns and processes, political organization of space, agricultural and 

rural land use, industrialization and economic development, and cities and urban land use. 

Psychology (03350100) 
Credits: ½ unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This is a course designed to provide a study of human growth, development, and behavior.  The 

course focuses on the development of self-concept, understanding of relationships, group 

behavior, and goal-setting. 

Sociology (03370100) 
Credits: ½ unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Sociology presents a comparative look at group behavior in many cultures, social classes, and 

communities.  It provides an opportunity for a student to gain understanding of how the past 

affects cultural patterns and social norms.  The topics of race, ethnicity, poverty, and the role of 

change are also discussed. 

Theory of Knowledge (I3000100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisite: IB Full Diploma candidate 

Availability: HHS 

Full diploma IB candidates will explore the various Ways of Knowing and Areas of Knowledge 

and Problems of Knowledge through exploration of human knowledge, intellectual honesty and 

its interpretations as well as the social construct. Socratic questioning and discussion will be 

the basis for exploration.  Students will prepare for the Internal Oral Assessment as well as the 

“prescribed topic” External Assessment. (The Prescribed Topic List of 10 topics is provided by 

IBO for each year and is applicable for that graduation year only.) The required IB original 

research (Extended Essay) will be monitored in this class. 
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FINE ARTS COURSES 

Art I (03500100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Art I is the exploration of the principles of design, including art history, appreciation, and 

vocabulary. The class is graded on effort as well as talent, following directions, and good 

studio practices.  This class is a foundation course for all other art classes. 

 

Art Drawing II, III, IV (03500500, 

03501300, 03502300) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Art I 

Using the foundation skills learned in Art I, these courses are a more in-depth study of art, 

including the study of art history and emphasis on drawing and painting.  Advanced 

students may extend their work to other specialized areas. 

Art II/Printmaking (03500700) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Prerequisite: Art I, art teacher approval 

The students will be exposed to the various printmaking processes including relief printing, 

intaglio, screen printing, and collography. 

 

Art Photography II, III, IV (03501200, 

03502200, 03503100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Art I, Art teacher approval 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

This course is designed to introduce students to the fundamentals of 35mm film 

photography while using artistic concepts. Creative expression will be emphasized while 

gaining the fundamentals of camera techniques, film processing, making prints, and 

photo composition. The assignments in levels III and IV are more complex, and the 

students must employ inventive and imaginative expression in a variety of photo 

techniques. 

Students at Rider HS may incur a $40.00 per semester fee for this class. 

Art Ceramics II, III (03500900, 

03501800) 
Credits: 1 unit, Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Art I, Art teacher approval 

Availability: RHS 

This class emphasizes hands-on building and design with an introduction to techniques 

in decoration and glaze application. The advanced class (level III) is an in-depth extension 

of concepts and skills, including an emphasis on wheel throwing. 

AP Studio Art (Drawing: A3500300, 

2D: A3500400, 3D: A3500500) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Prerequisites: an advanced Art class, 

conference or approval from Art teacher 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

AP Studio Art is a rigorous class designed for highly motivated and artistically talented 

students who are seriously interested in majoring in art in college or pursuing art as a 

career after high school.  AP Studio Art is not based on a written examination; instead, at 

the end of the school year, students submit portfolios to the College Board for evaluation 

to possibly earn college credit.  The College Board program provides the only national 

standard for performance in the visual arts that allows students to earn college credit 

and/or advanced placement while still in high school. 

AP Art History (A3500100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

Students will examine major forms of artistic expression across cultures and throughout 

history and prehistory.  This course will survey various works of art and architecture and 

prepare students to describe, interpret, analyze and evaluate styles, genres, periods, and 

movements as they relate to diverse cultural studies.  Students will take the AP exam at 

the end of the course for possible college credit. 

IB Visual Arts Pre-DP (03503200) 

IB Visual Arts DP-I, DP-II (I3600200, 

I3600300) 
Credits: 1 unit, Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: DP courses require Visual Arts 

Pre-DP 

Availability: HHS 

The Visual Art IB courses concentrate on experimental studio research related to the 

traditions, techniques, or art and design forms selected for study. The students will 

determine their concentration, utilizing digital imaging, and technology driven design. The 

students’ Research Workbooks will demonstrate their critical, historical and aesthetic 

investigation of many areas of art. This course completes the IB Visual Arts Certificate. 

 

Theatre Arts I (03250100) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Theatre Arts I covers the basic fundamentals of acting, including voice and diction, stage 

movement, and pantomime.  Through reading and writing exercises, students also analyze 

and interpret scripts and characters, understand dramatic structure, and explore theatre 

history.  The course also includes an introduction to various aspects of technical theatre, 

including stagecraft, lighting, sound, costume design, and improvisation. 

 

Advanced Theatre Arts II, II, IV 

(03250200, 03250300, 03250400) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Theatre I, director approval 

This course offers a deeper study of performance, production, and career theatre. All 

students will learn advanced acting skills, including the use of acting methods by renowned 

actors and directors, such as the Stanislavski method.  Students will also participate in 

directing, playwriting, and technical theatre; study dialect, voice and diction; work with a 

stimulus to formulate a production for performance; study theatre history and perform 

pieces from classical and contemporary scripts.  This course requires additional work 

outside of the school day, including evening performances. 
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Technical Theatre I (03250500) 
Credits: 1 unit.  Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Theatre I and/or teacher 

conference 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

This is a hands-on course combining theories of design and stage craft techniques with 

construction and operation of the various technical theatre elements including scenery, 

properties, lighting, sound, and costumes.  This course requires additional work outside of 

the school day, including evening performances. 

 

Technical Theatre II, III, IV 

(03250600, 03251100, 03251200) 
Credits: 1 unit.  Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Technical Theatre I 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

This course further enhances design skills, technical skills with lighting and sound 

equipment.  This course also offers leadership opportunities for the student and practical 

experience in many areas of theatrical production.  This course prepares students for 

college studies and participation in after-school theatre programs.  This class requires 

additional work outside of the school day. 

 

IB-DP Theatre Arts I, II (I3750200, 

I3750300) 
Credits: 1 unit. Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Theatre Arts I, application, 

conference with instructor 

Availability: HHS 

IB Theatre Arts is a two-year exploration of international theatre and personal growth.  

The students are given the opportunity to explore and experiment with all aspects of 

theatre from crew work design to acting to directing.  Students also experience a wide 

range of types of theatre, from Japanese Kabuki to American Absurdism.  The students 

are assessed in three areas: 1) They are required to demonstrate proficiency in ALL 

aspects of theatre from acting to directing. 2) They are required to research and become 

an expert in some international type of theatre. 3) Each student picks one type of theatre 

to master. Finally the students must write an exit report relaying their experience and 

proving their mastery or all of the above. 

Theatre Production I, II, III, IV 

(03250700, 03250800, 03250900, 

03251000) 
Credits: 1 unit. Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Theatre II or Technical Theatre 

I, conference with teacher 

Availability: RHS 

This is a concentrated study of all of the elements of production for the serious student of 

theatre. Students must audition for this class and be prepared to accept either acting, 

production or management responsibilities. This is NOT a class for those who “only want 

to act.” Each semester this class will produce two major productions from a wide variety 

of theatre genres including the Lip Synch Production, the Greeks, the Elizabethan 

theatre, Children’s Theatre, the Contemporary theatre as well as many others. 

Attendance at after school rehearsals and performances will be required. May be taken 

in conjunction with Theatre Arts II-IV and Tech Theatre II-IV. 

Dance I (03830100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Availability: RHS 

Dance I focuses on the basic vocabulary and techniques of dance and kinesthetic 

movement. Students receive an overview of dance history and will explore careers that 

can be pursued in the dance field.  Students will gain a basic understanding of the 

technique and performance of hip-hop, jazz, modern, lyrical jazz, and ballet. Can be taken 

for a fine art credit; does not count for PE credit. 

Dance II, III, IV (03830200, 

03830300, 03830400) 
Credits: 1 unit.  Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Availability: RHS 

These courses are for growth in dance technique and performance. Students will be 

exposed at length to a greater variety of dance forms and techniques including hip-hop, 

jazz, modern, lyrical, jazz, ballet, swing, folk dance, and various cultural dances. Students 

will also study the history of dance.  Can be taken for a fine art credit; does not count for 

PE credit. 

Drill Team I, II, III, IV (03830200, 

03830300, 03830400) 
Credits: 1 unit.  Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

Pre-requisite: audition 

This is a precision dance performing group, and membership requires an audition.  The 

Drill Team performs at sporting events, including football games and several basketball 

games. Drill Team I is awarded 1 year of PE credit. Beyond the first year, only local credit 

will be awarded, which does not count for graduation requirements. 

At Rider HS: The Dance Team also participates in competitions in the Dallas area. The 

estimated cost for the uniform and accessories is $1000.  Spring auditions will be held in 

April. 

Beginning (Cadet) Band (03150100) 
Credits: 1 unit.  Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Availability: HHS, WFHS 

Pre-requisite: a desire to play a band 

instrument, self-discipline to interact 

positively 

Students study basic fundamentals of tone production, rhythms, terms, history and 

ensemble playing. Students perform band music of varying forms and styles thus 

establishing a basis for understanding and appreciating music. 

 

Marching Band (1st Semester) I, II, III, 

IV (03150100, 03150200, 

03150300, 03150400) 
Credits: ½ unit.  Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: audition, director approval 

This course prepares students to perform medium to difficult marching drills and music 

from all areas of musical literature for UIL marching contest. Class is performance 

oriented. Marching Band (1st semester) is a substitute for P.E. credit. 

Concert Band (2nd Semester) 

(03150100, 03150200, 03150300, 

03150400) 
Credits: ½ unit.  Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: audition, director approval 

This course prepares for UIL concert/sight-reading contest, national concert competition, 

community and campus concerts throughout the semester. This course also prepares 

students for UIL solo and ensemble contest at region and state levels. Students perform 

various styles of music literature to establish a basis for understanding and appreciating 

music. 
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Instrumental Ensemble (03151700, 

03151800, 03151900, 03152000) 
Credits: 1 unit.  Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: audition, director approval 

This course prepares for UIL contest, national concert competition, community and 

campus concerts throughout the year.  This course is taken in conjunction with 

marching/concert band. 

 

Winter Guard/Flag II/Band II 

(03151700, 03151800, 03151900, 

03152000) 
Credits: 1 unit.  Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: audition, director approval 

Winter guard is a group for selected students interested in the study and performance of 

ballet, modern jazz, rock, and popular dance. The guard will perform at various contests 

and special events. Study and development of flag, rifle, sabre, and dance concepts and 

skills in a variety of techniques and styles is undertaken. 

Orchestra I, II, III, IV (03150500, 

03150600, 03150700, 03150800) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: ability to play violin, viola, cello, 

or bass 

Orchestra prepares music for concert and contest. Advanced students audition for All-

Region and All-State Orchestras. Music is prepared for UIL Solo-Ensemble Contest and 

Concert Sight- Reading Contest. Several concerts are presented during the school year. 

This course provides students a laboratory experience in orchestral music. The student 

performs literature for the orchestra of varying forms and styles establishing a basis for 

understanding and appreciating music. 

 

Jazz Band/Stage Band (03151300, 

03151400, 03151500, 03156000) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: audition, director approval 

Stage Band will be a group of selected musicians interested in the study and performance 

of modern jazz, rock and popular music. The band will perform at various concerts and 

special events. Study and development of musical concepts and skills in a variety of 

techniques and styles is undertaken.  There may also be a requirement for students to be 

concurrently enrolled in a concert band. 

 

Guitar I (03151700) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: desire to play the guitar, the 

self-discipline to follow through with the 

course 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

Note: WFHS students must have their own 

nylon-string guitar. 

The first year of guitar is designed to teach the student the basic skills needed to play 

melodies and chords along with learning to read music notation and basic music theory 

concepts. As with any musical instrument, there is a right way (and wrong way) to hold and 

play the guitar.  Correct posture and hand placement is emphasized from the beginning. 

By the end of the 1st year, students will be able to play complete songs.  The songs will 

include bass and melody and possibly a simply cord accompaniment which the student 

will play all at the same time. Students will also learn how to play as a group in an 

ensemble concert at the end of the year. A willingness and desire to learn the guitar the 

correct way is a must for anyone to succeed in this course. 

Guitar II (03151800) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Guitar I and/or teacher approval 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

Note: WFHS students must have their own 

nylon-string guitar. 

Guitar II is designed to give the student new abilities not learned in Guitar 1. Students will 

memorize the entire fret-board, practice and learn more advanced scale fingerings along 

with shifts up the neck.  Basic music theory elements are studied in depth.  Those 

elements include recognizing and playing in all key signatures, playing triads in all 

inversions up and down the neck, and reading more complicated rhythms.  Ensemble 

playing is stressed more this year.  This group will play in two ensemble concerts during 

the year.  Solo playing is also focused on, playing four complete solos from the classical 

literature with at least one of those being found in the prescribed music list found on the 

Texas UIL website. 

Guitar III, IV (03151900, 03152000) 
Credits: 1 unit | Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Guitar II and/or teacher 

approval 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

 

Guitar Ensemble’s primary focus is to learn more advance ensemble music. The 

instruction builds from where Guitar II stopped. Ensemble members are required to have 

their reading skills developed enough to play music in any position on the fret-board, in 

any key and with any rhythm and meter. All ensemble members are required to participate 

in the Texas UIL Solo and Ensemble competition with a solo selected from the prescribed 

music list.  They may also select an ensemble piece to perform at the competition. This 

group will also perform throughout the year at various locations in the community.   

Piano I (03151800) 
Credits: 1 unit.  Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

This course is for students who are interested in learning to play the piano or interested in 

improving their already existing keyboarding skills.  Emphasis will be placed on scales, 

music notation, chord structure, rhythm/meter, and musical performance. 

Piano II (03151800) 
Credits: 1 unit.  Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: audition, teacher conference 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

As students progress, they will be exposed to more advanced playing techniques and 

sight-reading skills. There will be more opportunities for performance.  Students are 

encouraged to participate in UIL Solo & Ensemble contests. 

 

A Cappella Choir I, II, III (03151000, 

03151100, 03151200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: audition, director approval 

This select organization of singers is a performing group (male and female). The choir 

performs in concerts throughout the year, competes in UIL competition, and participates 

in social and fund- raising activities. Selection or removal from this organization will be at 

the discretion of the director. The course teaches vocal techniques through the study and 

performance of music that includes a variety of forms and styles. Although performance 

oriented, instruction places emphasis on choral literature, music theory and creative 

expression. 



38 
WFISD 

Mixed Choir/Cadet Choir (03150900) 

Girls’/Boys’ Choir I, II, III (03150900, 

03151000, 03151100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

These courses are beginning choirs which provide a general music background for 

developing singers including sight-singing, basic theory, and group rehearsal and 

performance skills. 

In addition, these choirs are for those students who wish to improve their vocal skills and 

techniques for participation in the A Cappella choir. Students will perform in concert 

programs and participate in competitive contests. Attendance at after school rehearsals 

and performances is required. 

Vocal Ensemble (03152100, 

03152200, 03152300) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: audition, concurrent enrollment 

in A Cappella Choir 

Availability: WFHS 

This course is specifically a performance-oriented course.  This select group is used to 

perform modern music for local civic functions and certain school events.  It is for the 

highly advanced vocal student and requires many evening performances.  Students must 

maintain membership in A Cappella choir in order to be eligible for this class.  Exceptions 

can be made for instrumentalists, at the discretion of the director. 

Music Appreciation (03150900) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Availability: HHS 

Music Appreciation is a general music class in which students are expected to listen to 

and classify music by style and/or by historical period.  The student, therefore, will relate 

music to history, to society, and to culture. The student will learn to read basic music 

notation.  This is not a performance class. 

AP Music Theory (A3150200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisite: music knowledge 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

Students must have a strong working knowledge of reading music with their instrument of 

choice, either instrumentally or vocally. Students are expected to perform in class 

regularly by singing and playing.  By studying music in this way, this class will prepare the 

serious music student for rigors found in any college music program. The course explores 

all aspects of first-year college music theory that include the following skills: sight singing, 

part writing, score analysis, melodic and harmonic dictation.  It also presents basic 

fundamentals of music that include key signatures, scales, modes, chord construction, 

chord progression, rhythm, meter, phrasing and forms essential for music architecture. 

Elements of compositional writing will also be featured throughout the year to help the 

student understand the process of creating music.  

 

The following courses offered at Hirschi High School do NOT count for fine arts credit towards graduation.   

They are for elective credit only. 

IB Film I (I3250400) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Availability: HHS 

This is year one of a two year course focused on the assessment of classic and 

contemporary films. Through the study and analysis of film texts and exercises in film-

making, students explore film history, theory, and socio-economic background. Students 

are required to express themselves creatively through film and encouraged to respect and 

appreciate cultural diversity and alternative views.  Students consider films, theories and 

concepts from different nations and cultures as well as create original films as a group to 

develop professional and technical skills. 

*This course does not count as a fine arts credit. 

IB Film II (I3250500) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisite: IB Film I 

Availability: HHS 

This is year two of a two year course focused on the assessment of classic and 

contemporary films. Through the construction and deconstruction of films from various 

international directors, students will enhance their appreciation of film as a form of 

communication. Students will also prepare a feature video production as a personal 

challenge and conveyance of technical skill. 

*This course does not count as a fine arts credit. 
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION COURSES 

Health (03810100) 
Credits: ½ unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This course is designed to provide knowledge and understanding of the following areas: 

lifetime fitness, nutrition, communicable diseases, mental health, drugs, safety and 

emergency procedures, family living and environmental health. 

Foundations of Personal Fitness 

(PES00052) 
Credits: ½ unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This course is designed to encourage students to strive for lifetime personal fitness with an 

emphasis on the health-related components of physical fitness. This course will use a 

textbook in conjunction with fitness-related activities. 

It is recommended to take this course prior to all other physical education courses. 

Sports Medicine I (N1150040) 
Credits: 1 unit.  Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Biology 

Availability: RHS 

This course will establish a necessary foundation of sports medicine concerning both 

treatments and the prevention of athletic injuries. The course will focus on an educational 

and hands-on practical experience that will also provide a pathway to further study in 

occupational and physical therapy and other medical careers. This is an elective class only. 

Sports Medicine II (N1150401) 
Credits: 1 unit.  Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Sports Med I, current service as 

an athletic trainer, letter of interest, instructor 

approval 

Availability: RHS 

This course is a continuation of Sports Medicine I.  Building on this class, students will learn 

anatomy, injuries, treatments (including modalities) and prevention.  Athletic training 

students and those interested in an allied health field may qualify for this class. This is an 

elective class only. 

Individual Sports I, II, III (PES00055) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Foundations of Personal Fitness 

This course is designed to meet the health-related fitness requirements of today’s 

students. Students will become more fit while participating in various individual sport 

activities. They will become familiar with the sport, with the rules governing the sport, 

safety factors, equipment requirements and modifications that may be made in order to 

make these sports lifetime activities. 

Team Sports I, II, III (PES00055) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Foundations of Personal Fitness 

Students enrolled in Team Sports are expected to develop health-related fitness and an 

appreciation for teamwork and fair play. This course will reinforce the concept of 

incorporating physical activity into a lifestyle beyond high school. 

Physical Education (PES00055) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit  

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This course is designed to meet the health-related fitness requirements of today’s 

students. Students will increase fitness while participating in various individual and team 

sports activities in order to become familiar with the rules of the games while developing 

an appreciation for fair play.  This course will reinforce the concept of incorporating 

physical activity into a lifestyle beyond high school. 

In addition to general Physical Education, some campuses offer courses focused on a specific PE area. 

PE: Tennis   
Availability: RHS 

Students enrolled in tennis will learn the rules and basic fundamentals such as grip, 

stance, footwork, strokes, and basic strategy in singles and doubles play. 

PE: Soccer 
Availability: RHS 

This class is open to boys only. All freshmen soccer players will be placed here and may be 

moved to JV soccer at the discretion of the coach. This class will teach basic soccer skills. 

PE: Weightlifting/ Conditioning  
Availability: RHS 

This class is designed for students interested in weight loss, aerobic and cardiovascular 

fitness, weight lifting, and how the body works for physical fitness. 

PE: Recreational Sports   
Availability: RHS 

Students in this course will play recreational games to increase physical fitness. 

PE: Walking/Jogging   
Availability: RHS 

This class will promote cardiovascular fitness through walking and jogging. 

PE: Golf  
Availability: RHS, WFHS 

This class is open to all students who wish to learn basic golf skills. 

 

University Interscholastic League (UIL) Athletic Events (PES00000) 
The Wichita Falls school system offers a wide range of University Interscholastic League competitive sports from which the student may choose. 

One unit of physical education credit is required for graduation by the state of Texas; however, a student may earn up to four units of PE 

equivalent credit toward state requirements for graduation. Grades earned in all physical education classes are calculated into each 

student’s grade point average. 

The following is a list of courses from which students may select, depending upon their particular interests and abilities. 

 Basketball 

 Soccer 

 Golf 

 Tennis 

 Athletic Trainer 

Seasonal: 

 Cross Country (Fall only) 

 Track (Spring only) 

Women only: 

 Volleyball 

 Softball 

Men only: 

 Football 

 Baseball 
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WORLD LANGUAGE COURSES 

Spanish I (03440100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Spanish I is an introduction to the Spanish culture, its language and its people. The main 

emphasis is on oral skills while developing reading and writing skills. The student will 

develop a cultural appreciation of the Hispanic world. 

Spanish I Pre-AP (03440100) 

Spanish I IB Pre-DP (03440100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Advanced Spanish I is designed to enrich and challenge beyond the essentials of Spanish 

I. A higher level of critical thinking will be used in studying the Spanish culture, language, 

and people. 

Spanish II (03440200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Spanish I 

Spanish II continues to develop the oral skills with added emphasis on reading and writing 

skills. Expansion of vocabulary and grammatical structures continues. Contrast between 

English and Spanish strengthens the language learning process. Culturally related 

activities of selected Hispanic countries or regions will be explored. 

 

Spanish II Pre-AP (03440200) 

Spanish II IB Pre-DP (03440200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale  

Pre-requisite: advanced Spanish I 

Spanish II Pre-AP is designed to enrich and challenge beyond the essentials of Spanish II.   

A higher level of critical thinking will be used in studying the Spanish culture, language, 

and people. 

Spanish III Pre-AP (03440300) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale  

Pre-requisite: Spanish II Pre-AP 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

The students will focus on: listening and speaking; reading and writing, emphasizing 

classical and/or contemporary literature and the production of original compositions; 

cultural experiences, emphasizing an awareness and knowledge of cultural differences; 

grammatical structures, emphasizing mechanics and vocabulary. This class will also 

introduce students to the format and composition of the Spanish AP test. 

 

Spanish III IB Pre-DP (Language B) 

(03440300) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale  

Pre-requisite: Spanish II IB Pre-DP 

Availability: HHS 

Level III Spanish continues the emphasis on the communication established in levels I 

and II. This course begins the students IB program. Students will develop oral and written 

communication skills at an increasingly sophisticated level. Students will build on the 

structures and vocabulary necessary to interact socially, communicate about ideas, 

feelings, and attitudes, and provide and request information at a higher and advanced 

level. The study of Hispanic culture will be highlighted through video segments, art, 

literature, and authentic readings and texts, as well as short literary works. 

AP Spanish IV (A3440100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale  

Pre-requisite: Spanish III Pre-AP 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

In preparing students to take the Spanish AP test, this course will stress fluency in oral 

skills, comprehension of literature and history, expository composition, and an expanded 

use of grammar.  This course will emphasize: listening and speaking; reading and writing, 

emphasizing classical and/or contemporary literature and original composition; cultural 

experiences, emphasizing the awareness and knowledge of cultural differences; 

grammatical structures, emphasizing mechanics and vocabulary. 

Spanish IV IB DP (Language B) 

(I3440400) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale  

Pre-requisite: Spanish III IB Pre-DP 

Availability: HHS 

Spanish IV is the final step that will be taken in order to prepare for the IB exam. This 

course will explore and introduce themes that are associated with everyday lifestyles. 

Speaking the target language will be the main focus of the course as well as listening 

comprehension. Grammatical structures will be reinforced and applied in several new 

ways and students will be required to produce short and long essays on directed and 

chosen topics. The essays will be both oral and written and will allow the student to 

present their work any format they feel will con- vey their message. The student will also 

sharpen and hone their overall skills in the language and explore new ways of expressing 

themselves through the use of regular and slang speaking. This class will set the stage for 

the student to be a user of the language in everyday society and become a lifelong learner 

of Spanish. 

French I (03410100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Availability: HHS, WFHS 

French I is an introduction to the French culture, its language and its people. The main 

emphasis is on oral skills while developing reading and writing skills. The student will 

develop a cultural appreciation of the French world. 

French I IB Pre-DP (03410100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisite: application 

Availability: HHS 

The goal of this course is to develop cultural and linguistic foundations that will allow the 

student to strengthen his/her language skill in Pre-IB French II.  Listening and speaking 

skills are improved using the state of the art language lab. Strong vocabulary skills are a 

necessity and students must be self-motivated in order to complete the rigorous course 

work. This course helps prepare the student for the requirements of the International 

Baccalaureate MYP Certificate and Diploma Program. 
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French II (03410200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: French I 

Availability: HHS, WFHS 

French II continues to develop oral skills with added emphasis on reading and writing 

skills. Expansion of vocabulary and grammatical structures continues. Contrast between 

English and French strengthens the language learning process.  Culturally related 

activities of selected French countries or regions will be explored. 

French II IB Pre-DP (03410100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisite: French I Pre-DP 

Availability: HHS 

The goal of this course is to develop a deeper, comprehensive understanding of the 

spoken target language. Students will study a varied curriculum including the use of the 

language lab, special projects, history lessons, art studies, and intensive grammar 

exploration. At the end of this course, students will be minimally fluent in French. This 

course helps prepare the student for the requirements of the International Baccalaureate 

MYP Certificate and the IB Diploma. 

French III (03410300) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: French II 

Availability: HHS, WFHS 

The following skills will be included in the study of this course: listening and speaking; 

reading and writing, emphasizing classical and/or contemporary literature and original 

composition; cultural experiences emphasizing the awareness and knowledge of cultural 

differences; grammatical structures, emphasizing mechanics and vocabulary. 

 

French III IB Pre-DP (03410300) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisite: French II Pre-DP 

Availability: HHS 

The goal of this course is to develop ease with the spoken language. The instruction in this 

course is entirely in French. Through intensive literature and film studies, students will 

perfect written and oral grammar in French. This course helps prepare the student for the 

requirements of the International Baccalaureate Diploma. 

 

French IV IB DP (I3410400) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 12 

Weighted GPA: 5 point scale 

Pre-requisite: French III Pre-DP 

Availability: HHS 

This course is the final step in the IB program for foreign languages. It is designed to help 

the advanced student prepare for the testing portion of the IB program. Students will be 

asked to focus on making spoken and written language follow the patterns of natural 

speech and writing, according to the task at hand. Students will be responsible for 

reading, understanding, and preparing literary criticism of some major works of French 

literature. Tasks and projects are designed so that each student is able to focus on what 

he or she requires most to be considered fully proficient in all areas of language. 

Latin I (03430100) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale  

Availability: RHS 

Latin I is an introduction to the Latin language and to Roman history and culture.  Basic 

vocabulary and grammar are discussed. The main emphasis is on learning English words 

which come from Latin. This emphasis is designed to significantly improve student scores 

on the PSAT, SAT, ACT, and other standardized tests. 

Latin II (03430200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale  

Pre-requisite: Latin I 

Availability: RHS 

Utilizing the further study of vocabulary and grammar, students will acquire skills 

necessary for understanding intermediate prose and poetry. Students will continue to 

study Roman and Medieval history and culture and the outstanding authors of these 

periods. As in Latin I the main emphasis is on learning English words which come from 

Latin. This emphasis is designed to significantly improve student scores on the PSAT, SAT, 

ACT, and other standardized tests.  In Latin II these words are more challenging but also 

more useful for success in college or other advanced study. 

 

  



43 
WFISD 

ENRICHMENT ELECTIVES 

PAL (Peer Assistance and Leadership) 

(N1290005) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Prerequisite: nomination and interview 

This course enhances communication, listening, decision-making, problem solving and 

empathetic skills. Through nomination, application, and interview, students are selected 

to participate in this program. 

PAL 2 (N1290006) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 12 

Prerequisite: PAL I 

This course is a continuation of the first year of PAL class. Students in PAL II serve as 

mentors/role models to peers and students in elementary and junior high schools. 

 

Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps 

(JROTC) LET I (03160100, 

PES00004) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

 

This is an entry-level course to prepare high school cadets for responsible leadership 

roles, while making them aware of their rights, responsibilities (including respect for 

authority), privileges and freedoms that underlie good citizenship. Basic classes include: 

first aid, leadership, techniques of communication, citizenship, American history, drug 

awareness/prevention, financial planning, drill and ceremonies, map reading and physical 

training. This course may be accepted for P.E. credit or elective credit. 

JROTC LET II (03610200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Pre-requisite: JROTC LET I 

This course prepares students with a detailed study of leadership situations, citizenship, 

physical training, drill and ceremonies, and techniques of effective communications to 

prepare cadets for success both in and out of the classroom. This course may be 

accepted as an elective credit. 

JROTC LET III (03610300) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Pre-requisite: JROTC LET II 

This course is the practical application of leadership principles. Students demonstrate 

their ability to effectively solve problems, effectively communicate (both orally and in 

writing) and to super- vise situations and junior cadets. Cadets act as leaders, teachers, 

and mentors in classes and cadet activities. This course may be accepted as an elective 

credit. 

JROTC LET IV (03610400) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 12 

Pre-requisite: JROTC LET III 

The course places emphasis on practical application of the first three-years of JROTC. 

Senior cadets perform assigned command or staff duties; act as instructor or assistant 

instructors in all areas of the JROTC program. This course may be accepted as an elective 

credit. 

 

 

 

CREDIT RECOVERY 

When students fall behind, they may lack the time to complete all the necessary credits required for graduation.   

The District has programs to help students in such academic trouble. 

 

Continuous Advancement Program 

(CAPs) 

The “CAPs” program is designed for students who are significantly behind in their 

coursework.  Through self-paced computer-assisted instruction, students can regain 

credits for core academic classes and some electives.  Placement into the CAPs program 

requires approval from the parents, counselors, and school administrators.  In addition, 

students accepted into CAPs will be monitored through their grades, attendance, and 

work habits, and must meet minimum requirements to stay in the program. 

 

Comprehensive Competency Program 

(CCP) 

Like CAPs, the Comprehensive Competency Program focuses on gaining credits required 

for graduation; however, CCP is specifically for students receiving special education 

services.  Placement into CCP is determined by a student’s ARD committee (Admission, 

Review and Dismissal). 

 

 

MODIFIED COURSES 

Modified courses are those for which there is a significantly reduced mastery level for students, or a significant 

reduction in the coverage of content (TEKS).  These courses earn grade points on a 3-point scale (where A = 3, B = 

2, C = 1, etc.).  Several modified courses are listed below. 

 

Applied Academics 

Fundamental Academics 

Functional Academics 

Academic Study Skills 

Horticulture 

Community-Based Instruction 

Occupational Preparation 

Vocational Occupation Preparation 

Life Skills 

Independent Living Skills 

Building Trades 
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 

 

General Courses 

In an effort to prepare high school students for entry into the workforce, campuses in the Wichita Falls ISD offer 

several career-based courses open to any high school student.  These courses include career tracks such as digital 

media, business, marketing, finance, health science, and human services.  Find a complete list of CTE courses on 

the pages that follow. 

 

Program Options 

In addition, students in WFISD can also participate in specific career programs.  While these programs require 

course sequences that take up more of a student’s schedule, they often lead to certifications so that students are 

ready for the workforce upon graduation.  For more information, see page 42. 

 

Programs Location Information 

 Cosmetology 

 Auto Body Collision and Repair 

 Welding 

 Industrial Electronics 

 Construction Technology 

Carrigan Career Center Any student can apply for 

acceptance into one of these 

programs.  Transportation is 

provided from each high school 

campus to and from Carrigan. 

 Automotive Technology 

 Health Science Technology 

Hirschi High School 

 Agricultural Science courses Rider High School Students can attend from any 

campus; but students may need 

to provide their own 

transportation, and travel time 

may consume extra periods. 

 

For more information about CTE programs, contact one of the coordinators listed below. 

Name Title Location Phone 

Mrs. Synthia Kirby Principal/CTE Coordinator Carrigan Career Center 235-1091, ext. 33002 

Mrs. Shonna Norton College & Career Counselor Hirschi High School 235-1070, ext. 30013 

Mrs. Julie Johnson College & Career Counselor Rider High School 235-1081, ext. 31074 

Ms. Jessica Bennett College & Career Counselor Wichita Falls High School 235-1084, ext. 32025 

 

 

Articulated Credit 

In some cases, students can earn credit at a community college or technical school simply for completing CTE 

courses.  The ability to earn these articulated credits depends on several factors. 

 The instructor must have training and credentials to teach the CTE course at the college level. 

 The student must earn a course grade of 80 or higher. 

 The student must successfully earn 6 hours of non-developmental college credit in any subject area. 

 The student must enroll in a public institution granting two-year associates degrees within a certain time limit: 

 28 months, if enrolling in Vernon College, or  

 15 months, if enrolling in another state community college or tech school. 

 

In most cases, articulated credit courses are taken by students in the 11th or 12th grades.  To receive articulated 

credit for classes taken in the 9th or 10th grade, students must show they completed a coherent sequence of 

courses.  This means that a student is enrolled in a sequential course of study, which develops occupational 

knowledge, skills and competencies relating to a career concentration. These courses may be documented as 2 or 

more CTE courses for 3 or more credits. 

 

Some four-year universities also accept articulated credits. For more information, interested students should check 

with the university’s office of admissions. 
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) COURSES 

Professional Communications 

(13009900) 
Credits: ½ unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Professional Communications blends written, oral, and graphic communication in a 

career-based environment. Careers in the global economy require individuals to be 

creative and have a strong background in computer and technology applications, a strong 

and solid academic foundation, and a proficiency in professional oral and written 

communication. Within this context, students will be expected to develop and expand the 

ability to write, read, edit, speak, listen, apply software applications, manipulate computer 

graphics, and conduct Internet research. 

 Agricultural Science  

Principles of Agriculture, Food, and 

Natural Resources (13000200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-10 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Location: Rider HS 

A beginning course in which students learn about the FFA, raising livestock as out-of- class 

projects, basic record keeping, leadership, and careers in agriculture.  Students will examine 

topics in soils, plants, animals, agricultural construction, food science, leader- ship, and 

supervised agricultural experiences. Students will learn to become lifelong leaders in one of the 

largest extracurricular organizations.  Although offered at the Rider HS campus, this course is 

open to all WFISD students. 

Livestock Production (13000300) 
Credits: ½ unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Principles of Agriculture course  

Location: Rider HS 

Animal production students gain skills specific to the interrelated human, scientific, and 

technological dimensions of animal production, management and marketing. This course 

continues the study of animal science, with an emphasis on livestock products, live- stock 

behavior, livestock equipment, laws applicable to livestock, livestock careers, entry 

requirements, industry expectations, and current issues in the livestock industry.  This course is 

paired with Small Animal Management. 

Requirements:  Students are required to raise a livestock animal for this class.  Although 

offered at the Rider HS campus, this course is open to all WFISD students. 

Small Animal Management 

(13000400) 
Credits: ½ unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Location: Rider HS 

Students will prepare for a career in animal science by providing them with enhanced academic 

knowledge and skills regarding career opportunities, entry requirements and industry 

expectations in this field.  Suggested small animals which may be included in the course of 

study include, but are not limited to, small mammals, amphibians, reptiles, avian, dogs and 

cats.  This course is paired with Livestock Production.  Although offered at the Rider HS 

campus, this course is open to all WFISD students. 

Veterinary Medical Applications 

(13000600) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Principles of Agriculture 

course, Livestock Production, Small Animal 

Management 

Location: Rider HS 

This course is to prepare students for a career in the field of animal science and related fields. 

This class is a must have for students who plan on becoming a veterinarian or vet tech in 

today’s society. The class will provide students with practical, hands-on experiences and real 

life situations which will help students make sound choices for their own pets.  This class will 

help students obtain employment within the animal industry.  The class will require students to 

complete out of class hours with a veterinarian to obtain credit. Students will become eligible to 

take the test for Veterinary Assistance Certification upon completion of the requirements. There 

are fees associated with this class for labs and testing.  Although offered at the Rider HS 

campus, this course is open to all WFISD students. 

*After completion of Small Animal Management and Veterinary Medical Applications, students 

are able to take the Veterinary Assistance Certification. 

Agricultural Mechanics and Metal 

Technologies (13002200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Principles of Agriculture course 

Location: Rider HS 

This course is designed to provide basic theory and specialized skills in agricultural mechanics.  

Skills to be developed include tool identification and safe use, carpentry, electricity, plumbing, 

masonry, fencing, painting, and metalworking. Students will apply skills in hot metal work 

including the use and basic safety and operation of the Oxy-acetylene torch, plasma arc cutter, 

electric arc welder and Metallic Inert Gas (MIG) welder. (Class size is limited to 20 for conducive 

lab learning).  Although offered at the Rider HS campus, this course is open to all WFISD 

students. 

Applied Agricultural Mechanics (Ag 

Facilities and Design Fabrication) 

(13002300) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Agricultural Mechanics and 

Metal Technologies 

Location: Rider HS 

This is a laboratory-oriented course designed to introduce the scientific principles, concepts 

and skill development necessary in agricultural mechanics.  This course emphases soil and 

water conservation, electrification, concrete and masonry construction, building planning and 

construction, small engine and agricultural equipment maintenance and repair, and oxy-fuel 

and electric cut- ting and welding.  Instruction will include information on career opportunities, 

leadership activities, and record keeping practices related to the industry. (Class size is limited 

to 20 students to allow for a conducive lab learning environment).  Although offered at the 

Rider HS campus, this course is open to all WFISD students. 

Advanced Animal Science 

(13000700) 
Credits: 2 units 

Grade Placement: 12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisites: Veterinary Medical 

Applications, 3 Science courses 

Location: Rider HS 

Animal Science explains animal anatomy and physiology related to nutrition, reproduction, 

health, and management of domesticated animals; identifies nutritional requirements of 

ruminant and non- ruminant; and discusses animal genetics, reproduction, animal pests and 

diseases, and traditional and current issues in animal science and livestock production. 

Requirements:  Students are required to raise a livestock animal for the lab portion of this 

class.  Class Period and labs:  Due to the nature of the class it will only be offered the last 

period of the day and students will be required to complete labs during extended days two days 

a week until 3:15.  *This course CAN count as a 4th science on the HS Recommended program 

for graduation purposes.  Although offered at the Rider HS campus, this course is open to all 

WFISD students. 
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Floral Design (13001800) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Principles of Agriculture course 

Location: Rider HS 

Principles and Elements of Floral Design is a lab-based technical course designed to develop 

knowledge and skills associated with identifying and demonstrating the principles and 

techniques related to floral design as well as develop an understanding of the management of 

a floral enterprise.  *Some project supplies will need to be purchased by the student. 

*This class does not count as a fine arts credit. 

*Upon completion of both the Floral Design and Horticulture Science courses, students are 

able to take the Florist Certification test. 

Horticulture Science (13000200) 
Credits: ½ unit.  Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Principles of Agriculture course 

Location: Rider HS 

Designed to introduce students to areas and concepts involved in horticulture.  Students will 

learn to apply scientific principles and concepts through classroom work, discussion, hands-on 

experiments, and projects.  Students will gain a better understanding of the environment, plant 

growth and classification, and landscape.  

*Upon completion of both the Floral Design and Horticulture Science courses, students are 

able to take the Florist Certification test. 

Turf Management (13001900) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit.  Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Principles of Agriculture course 

Location: Rider HS 

To be prepared for careers in horticultural systems, students need to acquire technical 

knowledge and skills related to horticultural systems and the workplace, and develop 

knowledge and skills regarding career opportunities, entry requirements, and industry 

expectations. This course is designed to develop an understanding of landscape and turf grass 

management techniques and practices.  This course is typically paired with Landscape Design. 

Landscape Design (13001900) 
Credits: ½ unit.  Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Principles of Agriculture course 

Location: Rider HS 

To be prepared for careers in horticultural systems, students need to acquire technical 

knowledge and skills related to horticultural systems and the workplace, and develop 

knowledge and skills regarding career opportunities, entry requirements, and industry 

expectations. This course is designed to develop an understanding of landscape and turf grass 

management techniques and practices.  This course is typically paired with Turf Management. 

Professional Standards in 

Agribusiness (13000900) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Principles of Agriculture course 

Location: Rider HS 

Professional Standards in Agribusiness is a comprehensive course designed to develop 

agricultural leadership, citizenship, and cooperation.  This course primarily focuses on personal 

development, leadership, group and interpersonal communication, employer/employee 

relations, and problem-solving as they relate to agribusiness.  Students in this course will 

acquire knowledge and skills related to leadership development systems and methods of 

operation related to scholastic success and the workplace.  Students will develop knowledge 

and skills regarding career opportunities, entry requirements, and industry expectations.  

Students who excel in this course display strong time-management skills, multi-tasking skills, 

and attention to detail. 

 Business, Marketing, and Finance  

Principles of Business, Marketing,  

and Finance (13011200) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This course develops an understanding of skills used in everyday business.  The class 

provides an opportunity to develop skills related to personal financial management which 

includes budgeting, financial planning, handling of money, and common practices used in 

business. 

 

T.S. Data Entry (3011300) 
Credits: ½ unit.  Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale  

Pre-requisite: Principles of BMF course 

Availability: RHS 

Touch system data entry explores keyboarding skills, spreadsheets, data bases, and word 

processing. 

 

Business Information Management 

(13011200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Principles of BMF course 

This course develops technology skills with applications for personal or business 

situations focusing on word processing, spreadsheets, data bases, telecommunications, 

desktop publishing, presentation management, networking, operating systems, emerging 

technologies, and develops intermediate-level skills with an emphasis on end-of-course 

licensures in MOS:  Word, Excel, Access and PowerPoint. 

Business Information Management II 

(13011500) 
Credits: 1 unit. Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: BIM I 

This class builds on skills learned in Business Information Management I. 

Fashion Marketing (13016700) 
Credits: ½ unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Principles of BM&F 

Students will explore true beauty and how beauty has been defined differently during the 

decades through fashion.  The students will study current fashion trends, current fashion 

designers, and how fashion is marketed.  They will learn how the economy, social norms, 

and uncontrollable occurrences in the marketplace affect fashion. 

Sports and Entertainment Marketing 

(N1242048) 
Credits: ½ unit.  Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Principles of BM&F 

This class will provide students with a thorough understanding of the marketing concepts 

and theories that apply to sports, sporting events, and entertainment, while also covering 

many other aspects of careers in marketing.  Students will have the opportunity to 

develop promotional plans, endorsement contracts, and management techniques. 
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Advertising and Sales Promotion 

(13034200) 
Credits: ½ unit.  Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Principles of BMF course, 

conference with teacher 

Availability: WFHS 

This course is designed as a comprehensive introduction to the principles and practices of 

advertising.  Students will gain knowledge of techniques used in current advertising, 

including print, broadcast, and digital media.  The course explores the social, ethical, and 

legal issues of advertising, historical influences, strategies, and media decision 

processes, as well as integrated marketing communications.  This course provides an 

overview of how communication tools can be used to reach target audiences and increase 

consumer knowledge. 

Practicum in Business, Marketing,  

and Finance (13034800) 
Credits: 2-3 units 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

An occupationally specific course designed to focus on the study of marketing concepts 

and principles and their practical applications.  Students will gain a working knowledge of 

the marketing concept and its application.  The number of credits earned will depend on 

whether the classroom instruction included a work-based component. 

Marketing Dynamics (13034700) 
Credits: 2-3 units 

Grade Placement: 12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

An advanced marketing course with an emphasis on developing decision-making skills 

The development of a marketing research project is a recommended component.  The 

number of credits earned will depend on whether the classroom instruction includes a 

work-based component. 

Planning for Solutions 

(College/Career Planning) 

(120701500) 
Credits: ½ unit.  Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: conference with teacher 

This course is designed for junior and senior and will lead students through a discovery of 

their strengths and weaknesses academically and also their aptitudes and interests for 

future career choices. Students have an opportunity to research college choices, career 

choices and complete necessary tasks to assist in college/career planning. 

 Architecture and Construction  

Principles of Architecture, 

Engineering, and Transportation 

(13004200) 
Credits: 1 units 

Grade Placement: 9-10 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale  

Students gain knowledge and skills in the safe application, design, production, and 

assessment of products, services, and systems. This knowledge includes the history, laws 

and regulations, and common practices used in the construction, electronics, and 

automotive industries. Students should apply knowledge and skills in the application, 

design, and production of technology as it relates to the transportation, distribution, and 

logistics industries. This course allows students to reinforce, apply, and transfer their 

academic knowledge and skills to a variety of interesting and relevant activities, problems, 

and settings. 

Construction Technology I, II 

(13005100, 13005200) 
Credits: 2-3 units 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale  

Location: Carrigan Career Center 

Designed to provide job-specific training for entry-level employment in construction- 

related careers, such as carpenter, bricklayer, electrician, plumber and painter.  

Instruction will be provided in cooperation with Habitat for Humanity. Students will work in 

all phases of construction for one Habitat home throughout the school year while 

participating in complementary classroom instruction. 

 Arts, Audio/Video Technology, and Communications 

Principles of Art, A/V & 

Communications Technology 

(13027200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

A technical course which develops advanced knowledge and skills in the use of 

computers for multimedia presentations and digital animation. Course introduces 

students to 3-D modeling and rendering techniques and resources.  This hands-on-course 

allows students to create, edit, and render characters, vehicles, scenes, or objects, and to 

design and produce multimedia presentations that use images, video, and audio 

resources deliver a message. 

Audio/Video Production (13008500) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This technical course develops advanced knowledge and skills in the use of computers for 

multimedia presentations and digital animation. Taught as a hands-on-course, it allows 

students to create, edit design and produce multimedia presentations that use images, 

video, and resources to deliver a message.  A large emphasis is placed on video 

technology. 

 

Printing and Imaging Technology 

(13009600) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit, Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: application, instructor approval 

Availability: RHS 

Students will learn about the printing industry and desktop publishing. This is a hands on 

course where students will be serving their school and community through various 

projects 

 Education and Training  

Principles of Public Services 

(13024200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This comprehensive course is designed to address a broad range of knowledge and skills 

related to personal development and management, promotion of strong families, and 

preparation for adult roles. Content includes focus on interpersonal skills, decision-

making, promotion of family strengths and well-being, developing positive relationships 

with peers, child development and care, and management of family housing needs. 

Students will also gain an understanding of the basic knowledge and skills essential to 

careers within the education and training career cluster. 



49 
WFISD 

Human Growth and Development 

(13014200) 
Credits: 1 units 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Principles of Education course 

Human Growth and Development is an examination of human development across the 

lifespan with emphasis upon research, theoretical perspectives, and common physical, 

cognitive, emotional, and social developmental milestones. The course covers material 

that is generally taught in a postsecondary, one-semester introductory course in 

developmental psychology or human development. 

Instructional Practices in Education 

and Training (13014400) 
Credits: 1-2 units 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Principles of Education course 

Instructional Practices in Education and Training is a field-based internship that provides 

students with background knowledge of child and adolescent development as well as 

principles of effective teaching and training practices. Students work under the joint 

direction and supervision of both a teacher with knowledge of early childhood education 

and exemplary educators or trainers in direct instructional roles with elementary-, middle 

school-, and high school-aged students. Students learn to plan and direct individualized 

instruction and group activities, prepare instructional materials, develop materials for 

educational environments, assist with record keeping, and complete other responsibilities 

of teachers, trainers, paraprofessionals, or other educational personnel. 

 Health Science  

Principles of Health Science/Medical 

Terminology (13020200/13020300) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

The Principles of Health Science provides an overview of the therapeutic, diagnostic, 

health informatics, support services, and biotechnology research and development 

systems of the health care industry. 

This course will Introduce students to the structure of medical terms, including prefixes, 

suffixes, word roots, combining forms, and singular and plural forms, plus medical 

abbreviations and acronyms as well as the legal and ethical implications of their actions 

as the a health care professional. 

Health Science (13020400) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Location: Hirschi HS 

This course is designed to introduce students to medical terminology, medical language, 

and the different medical career options available to them. 

Although offered at the Hirschi HS campus, this course is open to all WFISD students. 

Practicum in Health Science 

(13020500) 
Credits: 2 units 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Health Science Technology 

Location: Hirschi HS 

This is a higher level course designed to provide junior and senior level students with the 

opportunity to gain knowledge and skills necessary for entry-level trained nursing jobs 

upon leaving high school. Also, this course prepares students for the Certified Nurse Aide 

(CNA) state exam. 

Although offered at the Hirschi HS campus, this course is open to all WFISD students. 

 Human Services  

Principles of Public Services 

(13024200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This comprehensive course is designed to address a broad range of knowledge and skills 

related to personal development and management, promotion of strong families, and 

preparation for adult roles. Content includes focus on interpersonal skills, decision-

making, promotion of family strengths and well-being, developing positive relationships 

with peers, child development and care, and management of family housing needs. 

Students will also gain an understanding of the basic knowledge and skills essential to 

careers within the education and training career cluster. 

Interpersonal Studies (13024400) 
Credits: ½ unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Availability: HHS, WFHS 

This technical course is designed to focus on personal development, inter-personal 

relationships, effective individual and family functioning, and career preparation—all 

within a changing society.  The course addresses personal identity, responsibilities of 

living as an adult, relationship development outside the family, and factors related to 

marital success.  Special attention is focused on understanding the roles, responsibilities, 

and impact of the family on individuals and society, promoting and strengthening the 

family unit, and managing multiple family, community, and wage-earner roles. 

Child Development (13024700) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This technical laboratory course is designed to focus on knowledge and skills related to 

the development, care, guidance, and protection of children. Instruction addresses the 

principles and procedures for promoting the physical, emotional, social, and intellectual 

development of young children, including those with special needs. Other topics include 

characteristics of quality childcare, career options related to the care and education of 

children and the management of multiple community and family roles. 

Lifetime Nutrition and Wellness 

(13024500) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Availability: RHS 

This technical laboratory course concentrates on nutrition, food choices, and food 

management skills for individuals and the family throughout the life cycle.  Instruction 

addresses nutrition and food science from the perspective of food habits and wellness, 

menu planning special dietary needs, food costs and budgeting, consumer food buying 

strategies, food safety and sanitation procedures, food labels, technology implications, 

and food handling, storage, and preparation practices. Meal etiquette, career options, and 

techniques for managing multiple family, community, and wage earner roles are part of 

the content. Food Handler’s License can be acquired. 

Dollars and Sense (13024300) 
Credits: ½ unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

This technical course focuses on management of financial resources and obligations to 

meet personal and family needs across the life span. The course addresses consumer 

rights and responsibilities, family spending decisions, issues affecting consumers and U.S. 

economy, effective consumer buying and consumer protection, credit management, 
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Weighted GPA: 4 point scale technology implications, retirement planning, and family financial security. Career options 

available in consumer and resource management and strategies for managing multiple 

family, community, and wage earner roles are part of the content. 

Family and Community Services 

(13024900) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit.  Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Availability: HHS, WFHS 

This course is designed to involve students in realistic and meaningful community-based 

activities.  Emphasis is placed on developing and enhancing organizational and leadership 

skills and characteristics.  Transportation may be required to community service activities 

outside of school during class. 

Counseling and Mental Health 

(13024600) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit.  Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Availability:  

Students model the knowledge and skills necessary to pursue a counseling and mental 

health career through simulated environments. Students are expected to apply knowledge 

of ethical and legal responsibilities, limitations, and the implications of their actions. 

Professional integrity in counseling and mental health care is dependent on acceptance of 

ethical and legal responsibilities. 

Practicum in Human Services I, II 

(13025000, 13025010) 
Credits: 2-3 units 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

This course is a work-based learning class and students must be employed in a career 

relating to Family and Consumer Sciences for at least 15 hours each week.  The class 

provides the opportunity to develop occupational knowledge and skills for employment.  

Topics addressed include laws, legal issues, communication techniques, dietary needs, 

and meeting physical, emotional, intellectual, and social needs.   Other topics include 

career opportunities, ethical practices, managing multiple family, community, and wage-

earner roles, paychecks, taxes, interview skills, and applying for and keeping jobs.  

*Must have transportation. 

Cosmetology I, II (13025200, 

13025300) 
Credits: 3 units 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale  

Location: Carrigan Career Center 

Two year program based on 1,500 clock hours of classroom and laboratory instruction 

Course requires a 2 year commitment during 11th and 12th grade. Students apply for 

admission in the spring of 10th grade. Admission based on aptitude test, grades, 

attendance, and discipline record.  Fees are associated with the program: approximately 

$465 during the junior year, and approximately $385 for the senior year. After completion 

of the 1,500 hours and passing the state exam, students receive their state cosmetologist 

license. 

 Information Technology  

Principles of Information Technology 

(13027200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 9-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

An exploratory course designed to investigate the use of computers in many fields. 

Activities may include but are not limited to computer hardware and software, networking, 

job exploration, word processing, desktop publishing, spreadsheets, developing 

multimedia presentations, and web page design. 

 

Web Technologies (13027900) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Principles of Information 

Technology (recommended) 

Availability: RHS, WFHS 

Students will learn about web technologies and design.  This is a very hands-on course 

that covers HTML, CSS, Javascript, and Adobe Dreamweaver, with the possibility of 

becoming certified in Dreamweaver.  Students must possess and apply strong reading, 

writing, computing, communication, and critical thinking skills to the information 

technology environment. 

Digital and Interactive Media 

(13027800) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: Principles of Information 

Technology (recommended) 

Students will explore the field of digital and Interactive Media, possibly obtaining 

certifications using Adobe products. Applications learned will include Adobe Photoshop 

(photos), Flash (animation), Soundbooth (sound editing), Premiere (Video), and game 

design. 

Computer Science (Dual Credit) 

(03580200, CMPS 1044) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit plus 3 hours college credit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Pre-requisite: MSU admission standards 

Availability: RHS 

Introduction to methods of problem solving and algorithm development. A high-level 

programming language is taught with an emphasis on program design, coding, debugging, 

testing, and documentation. Discussion of ethical, social, and legal issues related to 

computing. 

Students who complete this course earn credit through Midwestern State University.  

Tuition and fees apply, but scholarships may be available. 
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 Manufacturing  

Principles of Manufacturing 

(13032200) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale  

Location: Carrigan Career Center 

In Principles of Manufacturing, students gain knowledge of the products, services, and 

systems that are applied to manufacturing. In addition to general academic and technical 

knowledge and skills, students gain an understanding of career opportunities available in 

manufacturing and what employers require to gain and maintain employment in these 

careers. 

Welding I, II (13032300, 13032400) 
Credits: 2-3 units 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale  

Location: Carrigan Career Center 

Designed to provide job-specific training for entry-level employment in welding. Instruction 

includes blueprint reading, oxygen and gas fuel cutting, shielded metal arc welding, gas 

tungsten arc and gas metal arc welding processes. 

 

 STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) 

Principles of Architecture, 

Engineering, and Transportation 

(13004200) 
Credits: 1 units 

Grade Placement: 9-10 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale  

Students gain knowledge and skills in the safe application, design, production, and 

assessment of products, services, and systems. This knowledge includes the history, laws 

and regulations, and common practices used in the construction, electronics, and 

automotive industries. Students should apply knowledge and skills in the application, 

design, and production of technology as it relates to the transportation, distribution, and 

logistics industries. This course allows students to reinforce, apply, and transfer their 

academic knowledge and skills to a variety of interesting and relevant activities, problems, 

and settings. 

Engineering Design and Presentation 

(13036500) 
Credits: ½ - 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale  

Location: Carrigan Career Center 

Students enrolled in this course will demonstrate knowledge and skills of the process of 

design as it applies to engineering fields using multiple software applications and tools 

necessary to produce and present working drawings, solid model renderings, and 

prototypes. Students will use a variety of computer hardware and software applications to 

complete assignments and projects. Through implementation of the design process, 

students will transfer advanced academic skills to component designs. Additionally, 

students explore career opportunities in engineering, technology, and drafting and what is 

required to gain and maintain employment in these areas. 

Electronics (13036800), Advanced 

Electronics ( 13036900) 
Credits: 1-2 units each 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale  

Location: Carrigan Career Center 

Designed to provide training for entry into post-secondary training or into entry-level 

employment in electronics-related careers. Instruction includes building direct current and 

alternating circuits using breadboard and printed circuits, knowledge of digital electronic 

circuits, microprocessor theory and logic, and Industrial logic systems and subsystems. 

 Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics 

Energy, Power, and Transportation 

Systems (13039300) 
Credits: 1 unit 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

 

Students will need to understand the interaction between various vehicle systems, the 

logistics used to move goods and services to consumers, and the components of 

transportation infrastructure. Performance requirements will include academic and 

technical skills. Students prepared to meet the expectations of employers in this industry 

must be able to interact and relate to others and understand the technologies used in 

order to provide products and services in a timely manner. The increasing demand for 

employees will provide growth potential. 

Automotive Technology I, II 

(13039600, 13039700) 
Credits: 2-3 units 

Grade Placement: 10-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Location: Hirschi High School 

Instruction is designed to provide job-specific training for entry- level employment in the 

automotive engine repair and service career field.  First year instruction emphasizes use 

of repair manuals, service/or repair automobile components—fuel systems, engines, 

emission controls, power trains, chassis, electrical systems, brakes, heating and air 

conditioning. Second-year instruction is designed to enhance job-specific training for 

employment in automotive engine repair and service career field. 

Although offered at the Hirschi HS campus, this course is open to all WFISD students. 

Automotive Collision Repair and 

Refinishing I, II (13039800, 

13039900) 
Credits: 2-3 units 

Grade Placement: 11-12 

Weighted GPA: 4 point scale 

Location: Carrigan Career Center 

Designed to provide job-specific training for entry-level employment in the automotive 

after-market field or auto body repair and refinishing Instruction emphasizes frame and 

body repair, metal, fiberglass and synthetic materials repair, welding skills, preparation 

and application of primers and paints. 
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ENDORSEMENTS 
CHOOSING YOUR AREA OF EMPHASIS 

 
 

In addition to Foundation curriculum requirements, students who begin high school in August of 2014 or later must 

select an endorsement.  An endorsement is a sequence of elective courses that allow students to immerse 

themselves in a field of interest, developing knowledge and skills that prepare the students for future careers. 

 

Each endorsement contains several tracks from which students can select courses. 

Endorsements  Tracks 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Mathematics) 
[see page 54] 

Science 

CTE/Electronics 

Mathematics 

Business and Industry  
[see page 56] 

Career and Technical Education (CTE) 

 Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources 

 Architecture and Construction 

 Arts, A/V Technology, and Communications 

 Business Management and Administration 

 Marketing 

 Finance 

 Information Technology 

 Manufacturing 

 Transportation (Automotive Technology) 

Advanced Journalism 

Public Services 
[see page 58] 

Health Sciences 

Human Services 

JROTC 

Education and Training 

Arts & Humanities 
[see page 60] 

Fine Arts 

 Art 

 Dance 

 Music 

 Theater 

World Languages  

Social Studies 

Multidisciplinary Studies 
[see page 62] 

Additional Core Content 

Advanced Courses (AP/IB/Dual Credit) 

Courses from another endorsement (but not in the same track) 
  

 

To help students select and endorsement as they enter 9th grade, a description of each area of study is included on 

the pages that follow. 

 

In addition, WFISD encourages students to take ownership of their path in high school.  Students can access the 

online resource Career Cruising to assist them in pinpointing areas of interest and selecting courses to take in high 

school.  Find this resource at www.careercruising.com. 

  

http://www.careercruising.com/
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Endorsement: STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) 
 

Choose the STEM endorsement… 

…if you enjoy any of the following:  …or if you think it would be cool to: 

 Working with numbers and statistics 

 Doing experiments in science class 

 Figuring out how computers work 

 Figuring out how anything works 

 Develop a computer program 

 Crack a secret code 

 Build a robot 

 Explore outer space 

 

  

    
 

 

 

 During High School UIL Academic Competitions in Science, 

Mathematics, and Computer Science 

Robotics competitions 

Mu Alpha Theta (Mathematics club) 

With a High School Diploma 

(with on-the-job training) 

Lab technician 

Computer maintenance 

Industrial maintenance 

With Junior College, Tech School,  

or an Apprenticeship 

Clinical lab technician 

Electrician 

Computer network specialist 

Website developer 

With a Bachelor’s Degree  

(or higher) 

Biotechnology 

Computer programmer 

Chemist/Scientist 

Meteorologist 

Statistician/Actuary 

Aerospace engineer 

Civil/Industrial engineer 

Chemical/Petroleum engineer 

Mechanical/Electrical engineer 

 

  

What can I do 

with 

STEM? 
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STEM 
 

STEM Endorsement: Personal Graduation Plan (sample) 
 

Grade 8-period school day 

9 English I 
Algebra I  

(or Geometry) 
Biology 

World 

Geography 

Language 

other than 

English I 

Fine art 
Physical 

Education 
Elective 

10 English II 
Geometry 

(or Algebra II) 
Chemistry US History 

Language 

other than 

English I 

Elective Elective 
Endorsement 

course  
(see below) 

11 English III 
Algebra II  

(or 

Precalculus) 
Physics 

World 

History (or 

elective) 

Elective 
Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

12 4th English 

Precalculus 
(or AP/IB 

advanced 

math) 

Advanced 

Science 

Govern-

ment/ 

Economics 

Elective 
Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Note:  A STEM endorsement includes these required courses: Algebra II, Chemistry, and Physics. 

 

Students can select endorsement courses based on one of the tracks below. 

 

Science 
Take Biology, Chemistry, Physics, and 2 or more 

advanced science courses from: 

 Advanced Biology (AP/IB) 

 Advanced Chemistry (AP/IB) 

 Advanced Physics (AP-1/AP-2/AP-C/IB) 

 Environmental Systems 

 AP Environmental Science 

 Human Anatomy & Physiology 

 Earth & Space Science 

 Advanced Animal Science 

 

 

Computer Science* 
Computer Science courses can be used to 

supplement Science, Math or CTE options. 

 Computer Science I* 

 Computer Science II* 

  

  

CTE/Electronics 
Take a coherent sequence of 4 career and 

technology education credits from: 

 Concepts of Engineering Technology 

 Engineering Design and Presentation 

 Electronics 

 Advanced Electronics 

 

 

Mathematics 
Take Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, and 2 or 

more advanced math courses from: 

 Precalculus 

 AP Calculus AB 

 AP Calculus BC 

 IB Mathematics SL 

 Advanced Quantitative Reasoning 

 AP Statistics 
 

 

Combination In addition to Algebra II, Chemistry, and Physics, take a coherent sequence of 3 additional 

credits from any two of the tracks listed. 

  
*Potential offerings of courses/tracks beginning in the fall of 2016. (Courses not yet available.) 
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Endorsement: Business & Industry 
 

Choose the Business & Industry endorsement… 

…if you enjoy any of the following:  …or if you think it would be cool to: 

 Keeping track of money 

 Working with animals 

 Creating art with computers 

 Using computers to solve problems 

 Fixing cars 

 Making things with your hands 

 Own your own business 

 Be your own boss 

 Invent something 

 Design and market a product  

 Work outside 

 Build something 

 

      
 

 

 During High School DECA (Distributive Education Clubs of America) 

FFA (Future Farmers of America) 

 

With a High School Diploma 

(and on-the-job training) 

Salesperson 

Bank teller 

Court clerk 

Insurance agent 

Mechanic 

Machine operator 

Painter 

Plumber 

Veterinarian assistant 

Ranch hand 

Office assistant 

Gardner/Groundskeeper 

TV/Film production assistant 

With Junior College, Tech School,  

or an Apprenticeship 

Real estate agent 

Electrician 

Welder 

Machinist 

Computer systems analyst 

Network systems technician 

Auditor 

Animal groomer 

Landscaper 

Paralegal/Legal assistant 

Film editor 

With a Bachelor’s Degree  

(or higher) 

Architect 

Graphic designer/illustrator 

Accountant (CPA) 

Computer engineer 

Farmer/Rancher 

Landscape architect 

Business manager 

IT Specialist 

Radio/TV/Film producer 

 

  

What can I do 

with 

BUSINESS 

& 

INDUSTRY? 
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Business & Industry 
 

Business & Industry Endorsement: Personal Graduation Plan (sample) 
 

Grade 8-period school day 

9 English I Algebra I Biology 
World 

Geography 

Language 

other than 

English I 

Fine art 
Physical 

Education 
Elective 

10 English II Geometry 
Chemistry 

or IPC 
US History 

Language 

other than 

English I 

Elective Elective 
Endorsement 

course  
(see below) 

11 English III 
3rd Math 

Course 

3rd 

Science 

Course 

World 

History (or 

elective) 

Elective 
Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

12 4th English 
4th Math 

Course 

Advanced 

Science 

Govern-

ment/ 

Economics 

Elective 
Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

 

Students can select endorsement courses based on one of the tracks below. 

  
Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
 Take 4 or more CTE courses listed below, but at least 3 courses have to come from the same cluster. 
Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources 

 Principles of Ag, Food & Natural Resources 

 Livestock Production 

 Small Animal Management 

 Veterinary Medical Applications 

 Advanced Animal Science 

 Ag Mechanics and Metal Technologies 

 Ag Facilities Design and Fabrication 

 Floral design 

 Horticulture Science 

 Professional Standards in Agribusiness 

 

Arts, A/V Technology, and Communications 

 Principles of Arts, A/V Technology, and Communications 

 Audio Video Production 

 Printing and Imaging Technology 

 

Business Management & Administration 

 Principles of Business, Marketing and Finance 

 Touch System Data Entry 

 Business Information Management (I, II) 

Architecture & Construction 

 Principles of Architecture & Construction 

 Construction Technology 

 

Marketing 

 Fashion Marketing 

 Advertising and Sales Promotion 

 Entrepreneurship 

 Sports and Entertainment Marketing 

 Marketing Dynamics 

 Practicum in Marketing 

 

Information Technology 

 Principles of Information Technology 

 Digital and Interactive Media 

 Web Technologies 

 

Manufacturing 

 Welding 

 Advanced Welding 

 

Transportation (Automotive Technology) 

 Automotive Technology (I, II) 

 Collision Repair and Refinishing (I, II) 

  
  

Advanced Journalism 
Take 4 or more courses (which include one level III 

course) in one of the following areas: 

 Advanced Journalism: Newspaper 

 Advanced Journalism: Yearbook 

 Public speaking 

 Debate  

  

  

Digital Media* 
Take 4 or more courses from: 

 Digital Media 

 Web Technologies/Communications  

 Digital Art and Animation* 

 3-D Modeling and Animation* 

 Digital Video and Audio Design* 

 Web Design* 
 

 

Combination Take a coherent sequence of 4 credits from any of these tracks. 

  
*Potential offerings of courses/tracks beginning in the fall of 2016. (Courses not yet available.) 
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Endorsement: Public Services 
 

Choose the Public Services endorsement… 

…if you enjoy any of the following:  …or if you think it would be cool to: 

 Keeping track of money 

 Working with animals 

 Creating art with computers 

 Using computers to solve problems 

 Fixing cars 

 Making things with your hands 

 Own your own business 

 Be your own boss 

 Invent something 

 Design and market a product  

 Work outside 

 Build something 

 

 

    
 

 

 During High School Hospice volunteer 

Red Cross volunteer 

PAL (Peer Assistance and Leadership) mentor 

Student Council 

Key Club 

DECA (Distributive Education Clubs of America) 

Little League volunteer 

National Honor Society 

JROTC 

With a High School Diploma 

(and on-the-job training) 

Home health aide (CNA) 

Medical office worker 

Hair stylist 

Teacher’s Aide 

With Junior College, Tech School,  

or an Apprenticeship 

Paramedic (EMT) 

Nurse (LVN) 

Surgical technician 

Recreational manager 

Preschool teacher 

Corrections officer 

Military pilot 

With a Bachelor’s Degree  

(or higher) 

Registered Nurse (RN) 

Physical therapist 

Pharmacist 

Certified teacher or coach 

Salon owner 

Federal agent (FBI/CIA/DEA) 

Military officer 

 

  

What can I do 

with 

PUBLIC 

SERVICES? 
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Public Services 
 

Public Services Endorsement: Personal Graduation Plan (sample) 
 

Grade 8-period school day 

9 English I Algebra I Biology 
World 

Geography 

Language 

other than 

English I 

Fine art 

Physical 

Education, or 

JROTC I 

Elective 

10 English II Geometry 
Chemistry 

or IPC 
US History 

Language 

other than 

English I 

Elective Elective 
Endorsement 

course  
(see below) 

11 English III 
3rd Math 

Course 

3rd 

Science 

Course 

World 

History (or 

elective) 

Elective 
Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

12 4th English 
4th Math 

Course 

Advanced 

Science 

Govern-

ment/ 

Economics 

Elective 
Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

 

Students can select endorsement courses based on one of the tracks below. 
 

Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps 

 Take 4 courses in JROTC. 

 JROTC I 

 JROTC II 

 JROTC III 

 JROTC IV 

  

  

Career and Technical Education (CTE)  

Take 4 or more CTE courses listed below, but at 

least 3 courses have to come from the same 

cluster. 

Health Science 

 Health Science 

 Practicum in Health Science 

 

Human Services 

 Principles of Human Services 

 Interpersonal Studies 

 Dollars and Sense 

 Lifetime Nutrition and Wellness 

 Child Development 

 Family and Community Services 

 Practicum in Human Services (I, II) 

 Cosmetology (I, II) 

 

Education and Training 

 Principles of Education and Training 

 Human Growth and Development 

 Instructional Practices in Education and 

Training* 

 Practicum in Education and Training* 
 

  

*Potential offerings of courses/tracks beginning in the fall of 2016. (Courses not yet available.) 
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Endorsement: Arts & Humanities 
 

Choose the Arts & Humanities endorsement… 

…if you enjoy any of the following:  …or if you think it would be cool to: 

 Learning about history 

 Speaking different languages 

 Reading literature 

 Writing stories 

 Creating pieces of art 

 Acting 

 Singing and dancing 

 Playing an instrument 

 Research an ancient mystery 

 Serve as an international translator 

 Publish a novel 

 Perform in a musical 

 Conduct an orchestra 

 Be a stage actor 

 Do stand-up comedy 

 Play in a band 

 

    
 

 

 During High School Choir/Band/Orchestra 

Campus theatrical productions 

Community theatre 

Thespian Society 

Quill and Scroll 

UIL Competitions (solo & ensemble, one-act 

play, etc.) 

With a High School Diploma 

(and on-the-job training) 

Reading/Language tutor 

Director of a children’s chorus 

Performer in theme park productions 

With Junior College, Tech School,  

or an Apprenticeship 

Research assistant 

Radio/TV performer 

Sound technician 

Special effects coordinator 

With a Bachelor’s Degree  

(or higher) 

Professor 

Author 

Editor 

Bilingual translator/interpreter  

Music therapist 

Choir director 

Music critic 

Media producer 

 

  

What can I do 

with 

ARTS & 

HUMANITIES? 
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Arts & Humanities 
 

Arts & Humanities Endorsement: Personal Graduation Plan (sample) 
 

Grade 8-period school day 

9 English I Algebra I Biology 
World 

Geography 

Language 

other than 

English I 

Fine art 
Physical 

Education 
Elective 

10 English II Geometry 
Chemistry 

or IPC 
US History 

Language 

other than 

English I 

Elective Elective 
Endorsement 

course  
(see below) 

11 English III 
3rd Math 

Course 

3rd 

Science 

Course 

World 

History (or 

elective) 

Elective 
Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

12 4th English 
4th Math 

Course 

Advanced 

Science 

Govern-

ment/ 

Economics 

Elective 
Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

 

Students can select endorsement courses based on one of the tracks below. 
 

Social Studies 

 In addition to the required courses (World 

Geography, US History, Government/Economics), 

take 2 more elective social studies credits (5 

total) from: 

 World History 

 Psychology 

 Sociology 

 AP Human Geography 

 AP European History 
  

 

World Languages 

 Take 4 levels of the same language (other than 

English), or 2 levels each in two different 

languages (other than English). 

 Spanish (I, II, III, IV) 

 French (I, II, III, IV) 

 Latin (I, II) 

 

  

Fine Arts    

Take 4 credits from courses in one or two of the 

following categories: 

Art 

 Art I, II 

 Art III, IV (drawing, painting) 

 Art History 

 AP Studio Art (2-D or 3-D) 
 

Music 

 Band (I, II, III, IV) 

 Choral Music (I, II, III, IV) 

 Orchestra (I, II, III, IV) 

 Guitar 

 Jazz Band 

 AP Music Theory 
 

Dance 

 Dance (I, II, III, IV) 
 

Theatre 

 Theatre Arts (I, II, III, IV) 

 Technical Theatre (I, II, III, IV) 
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Endorsement: Multidisciplinary Studies 
 

 

 
 

 The Multidisciplinary Studies endorsement allows students to choose 

from a variety of options.   

 

One track of this endorsement replaces what was formerly known as the 

“4-by-4” curriculum, because it requires for credits in each core subject 

(English, math, science, and social studies). 

 

Another track promotes upper-level academics by calling for students to 

complete Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, or dual 

credit classes. 

 

A third track enables students to pick career-related courses from any of 

the other endorsements. 

 

 

You might choose the Multidisciplinary Studies endorsement… 

 

…if you enjoy any of the following: 

 Studying a variety of subjects  

 Exploring diverse options 

 Trying lots of different things 

 

…or maybe if you are: 

 Concerned with obtaining a well-rounded education in 

high school with a solid academic foundation 

 Interested in college, but not sure of a major 

 Willing to work, but undecided on a specific career 

 Halfway through one endorsement, but want to change 

to another 
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Multidisciplinary Studies 
 

Multidisciplinary Studies Endorsement: Personal Graduation Plan (sample) 
 

Grade 8-period school day 

9 English I Algebra I Biology 
World 

Geography 

Language 

other than 

English I 

Fine art 
Physical 

Education 
Elective 

10 English II Geometry 
Chemistry 

or IPC 
US History 

Language 

other than 

English I 

Elective Elective 
Endorsement 

course  
(see below) 

11 English III 
3rd Math 

Course 

3rd 

Science 

Course 

World 

History (or 

elective) 

Elective 
Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

12 4th English 
4th Math 

Course 

Advanced 

Science 

Govern-

ment/ 

Economics 

Elective 
Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

 

Students can select endorsement courses based on one of the tracks below. 
 

Core Curriculum 

 Finish with 4 credits in each of the 

foundation subject areas: 

English 

 English I, II, III, and IV 

 

Mathematics 

 Algebra I and Geometry, and 2 credits from: 

 Mathematical Models and Applications 

 Algebra II 

 Algebraic Reasoning* 

 Advanced Quantitative Reasoning 

 Precalculus 

 Statistics 

 

Science 

 Biology, and 3 credits from: 

 Integrated Physics and Chemistry 

 Physics 

 Chemistry 

 Environmental Systems 

 Earth and Space Science 

 

Social Studies 

World Geography, US History, Government, 

Economics, and 1 credit from: 

 World History 

 Psychology 

 Sociology 

 
  

 

  

Advanced Curriculum    

Take 4 credits from: 
Advanced Placement 

 AP English Rhetoric and 

Composition 

 AP English Literature and 

Composition 

 AP Calculus (AB or BC) 

 AP Statistics 

 AP Biology 

 AP Chemistry 

 AP Physics (1, 2, C) 

 AP Environmental 

Science 

 AP US History 

 AP Government 

 AP Economics 

 AP European History 

 AP Human Geography 

 AP Spanish 

 AP Music Theory 

 AP Studio Art 

  

International Baccalaureate 

 IB English III DP 

 IB English IV DP 

 IB Mathematics SL 

 IB Biology DP 

 IB Chemistry DP 

 IB Physics DP 

 IB History of the Americas 

DP 

 IB World History Topics DP 

 Spanish IV DP 

 French IV DP 

 Visual Arts DP (I, II) 

 Theatre Arts DP (I, II) 

 

Dual credit 

 English Composition 

(ENGL 1301, 1302) 

 College Algebra (MATH 

1314)  

 US History (HIST 1301, 

1302) 

 Government (GOVT 2305) 

 Economics (ECON 2301) 

 

 

 

Career and Technology Education     

Take 4 advanced courses that prepare for entry into 

the workforce. 

Courses can either be from: 

 Within one endorsement area; or 

 Among several endorsement areas that are not in a 

coherent sequence. 

  

*Potential offerings of courses beginning in the fall of 2016. (Courses not yet available.) 
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WICHITA FALLS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

COLLEGE PREPARATION 

  
  

 

COLLEGE REQUIREMENTS 
As WFISD students prepare to graduate high school, a central mission of the District is helping these young adults 

transition to a trade school, junior college, or university.  However, each institute of higher learning has different 

guidelines for acceptance and enrollment. 

 

Because of such a wide variation in the entrance requirements of various colleges, it is difficult to list exactly what 

courses or scores a student will need for acceptance into college.  Students should check with each school to get 

specific information regarding procedures for accepting students, awarding scholarships, and determining financial 

aid. 

 

COUNSELORS’ OFFICE 
The campus guidance counselors provide the best help for students in planning for their future.  Specifically, the 

WFISD counselors can: 

 Schedule students into the right courses to meet requirements for graduation 

 Assist in the process of applying for admission into college 

 Inform students about financial aid and scholarships 

 Set up parent conferences to discuss student’s needs, test scores, and plans beyond graduation 

 Coordinate visits with recruiters from colleges, trade schools, or the military 

 

TIMELINE 
The following timeline will help students understand the steps to take before graduation. 

 
Grade (year) Activities 

8 
(Junior High) 

From career fields that interest you, select an endorsement (or, 4-year academic program) for high school. 

Talk to current high school students to find out about what you can expect from high school courses.  

9 
(Freshman) 

Review your four-year academic plan with your counselor. 

Participate in a variety of extracurricular activities.  Study hard so you don’t get behind in your classes. 

Begin to develop a list of all your activities, awards, and honors. 

10 
(Sophomore) 

August: Check in with your counselor to make sure you are on track with graduation requirements. 

October: Take the PSAT.  On the test form, check the box for information from colleges. 

October/November: Attend College Night at Region 9 ESC. 

11 
(Junior) 

September: Register for the PSAT.  Review test format and content with practice problems. 

October: Take the PSAT.  Contact colleges that interest you for information about application for admission. 

October/November: Attend College Night at Region 9 ESC. 

April/May/June: Register for (and take) the SAT or ACT. 

12 
(Senior) 

September/October: Review each college’s entrance requirements.  Apply online. 

Prepare a resume and admissions essay.  Ask teachers for recommendations. 

October/November: Attend College Night at Region 9 ESC. 

November/December: Visit college campuses.  Apply for college admissions and scholarships.   

Request and send transcripts as needed.  Meet deadlines! 

January: Complete financial aid applications.  File your FAFSA (for federal aid). 

March/April: Look for acceptance letters.  Choose a college!  Finalize plans for housing, aid, scholarships. 

May: Notify counselor of college choice & scholarships.  Request a final transcript. 
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COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMS 
As part of the college admissions process, students typically take either the ACT or SAT exam. While different 

schools require various scores on these tests, most follow a simple rule: The better your score, the more likely you 

are to be accepted, and to receive scholarships.   

 

Test PSAT SAT ACT 

Purpose Provides firsthand practice for the 

SAT.  Also, through the PSAT, 

students gain access to college 

and career planning tools, and 

get a change to qualify for 

National Merit scholarships. 

Measures your critical reasoning 

and verbal abilities.  If you’re 

good at word problems and 

thinking through solutions, this 

test might be right for you. 

Measures what you’ve learned so 

far in school.  So, if you’ve earned 

high grades and have a knack for 

spitting out that information, this 

test might be right for you. 

Website www.collegeboard.com/ 

student/testing/psat/about.html 
sat.collegeboard.org/home  www.actstudent.org  

Guessing 
Has a penalty for guessing.  It is 

better to skip a question than to 

guess randomly. 

Has a penalty for guessing.  It is 

better to skip a question than to 

guess randomly. 

Does not penalize for guessing.  If 

time is running out, it is best to 

answer all the questions on this 

test. 

Total Time 80 minutes (1.3 hours) 200 minutes (3.3 hours) 175 minutes (2.9 hours) 

Sections 
Critical Reading – 48 questions 

Math – 38 questions 

Writing Skills – 39 questions 

Critical Reading – 67 questions 

Math – 54 questions 

Writing Skills – 50 questions 

English – 75 questions 

Math – 60 questions 

Reading – 40 questions 

Science – 40 questions 

Score  Maximum score = 240 

(80 on each section) 

Maximum score = 2400 

(800 on each section) 
Maximum score = 36 

Cost $14 $52.50 $54.50 
WFISD will pay PSAT registration 

costs for students who: 

 Are in the 10th or 11th grades; 

 Are taking the test for the first 

time; and 

 Have a GPA  3.75. 

Other financial assistance may be 

available to students who qualify.  

Contact the counselor for details. 

The registration fee for taking the ACT or SAT exam may be waived for 

certain students who qualify based on income or other family/home 

situations.  Contact the college & career facilitator for more details. 

 

 
TSI READY: TESTING REQUIREMENTS 
By law, a student seeking to enter a Texas institution of higher education must meet the standards of the Texas 

Success Initiative (TSI).  These standards can be met in several ways. 

 

A student can be considered “college ready” in each subject (and thus exempt from TSI requirements) by meeting 

one of the following criteria: 

 English (Reading/Writing) Mathematics 

ACT English  19, AND Composite  23 Mathematics  19, AND Composite  23 

 or or 

SAT Critical Reading  500, AND Math + Reading  1070 Mathematics  500, AND Math + Reading  1070 

 or or 

TAKS Language Arts  2200, AND Writing score  3 Mathematics  2200 

 or or 

STAAR EOC English III  Level 2 Algebra II  Level 2 

Source: Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Tile 19, Part 1, Chapter 4, Subchapter C 

 

  

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/about.html
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/psat/about.html
https://sat.collegeboard.org/home
http://www.actstudent.org/
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Students who do not meet any of these readiness criteria (from ACT, SAT, TAKS, or EOC) must take the TSI 

Assessment before entry to their school.  To be considered “college ready,” students must reach these cut scores: 

 Phase 1 

(beginning Fall 2013) 
Phase 2 

(beginning Fall 2017) 
Phase 3 

(beginning Fall 2019) 

Reading  351  355  359 

Writing 
Essay  5, OR 

Essay  4 and Test  363  
Essay  5, OR 

Essay  4 and Test  363 

Essay  5, OR 

Essay  4 and Test  363 

Mathematics  350  356  369 

 

Students who do not meet any of these exemptions or cut scores may be required to enroll in developmental 

education classes in college. 

 

For more information about the TSI Assessment, including sample questions, visit www.thecb.state.tx.us/DE/TSI. 

 

 

FINANCIAL AID 
Financial aid is available to help qualified students pay for education beyond high school. Generally, there are four 

major types of financial aid available to students: 

 Scholarships – awards based on merit (based on academics or some other area of talent) 

 Grants – awards based on financial need which do not need to be repaid 

 Loans – funds borrowed through a bank, college, or lending institution, to be repaid with interest 

 Work Study – jobs for the student to earn money toward education, coordinated through the college’s 

financial aid office 

 

Campus counselors will be able to help students and families in finding financial aid for college.  In addition, many 

financial aid resources can be found online. 

 

Financial aid information: www.finaid.org  
A resource for all types of financial aid (from the National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators) 

Student financial assistance info: www.ed.gov    
Homepage with links to information on financial aid through grants and loans (from US Department of Education) 

 

Online scholarship service: www.salliemae.com     
Extensive planning for paying for college with an individualized planning folder (from Sallie Mae) 

 

Texas resources: www.thecb.state.tx.us,  www.collegeforalltexans.com  
Each homepage provides links to an array of information on financial aid (from the Texas Higher Education 

Coordinating Board) 

Texas Mentor: www.texasmentor.org  
A free resource to help students and families in Texas plan for college, with special help for seeking financial aid 

 

  

http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/DE/TSI
http://www.finaid.org/
http://www.ed.gov/
http://www.salliemae.com/
http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/
http://www.texasmentor.org/
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NOTIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR AUTOMATIC COLLEGE ADMISSION 
 

In accordance with Texas Education Code (TEC), §51.803, a student is eligible for automatic admission to a public college or 

university as an undergraduate student if the applicant earned a grade point average in the top 10 percent of the student’s high 

school graduating class, or the top 7 percent for admission to the University of Texas at Austin, and the applicant: 

1. Successfully completed the requirements for the Recommended High School Program (RHSP) or the Distinguished 

Achievement Program (DAP); or 

2. Satisfied ACT’s College Readiness Benchmarks on the ACT assessment or earned on the SAT assessment a score of at 

least 1,500 out of 2,400 or the equivalent. 

 

In accordance with Title 19 Texas Administrative Code (TAC), §5.5(e), high school rank for students seeking automatic 

admission to a general academic teaching institution on the basis of class rank is determined and reported as follows. 

1. Class rank shall be based on the end of the 11th grade, middle of the 12th grade, or at high school graduation, 

whichever is most recent at the application deadline. 

2. The top 10 percent of a high school class shall not contain more than 10 percent of the total class size. 

3. The student’s rank shall be reported by the applicant’s high school or school district as a specific number out of a 

specific number total class size. 

4. Class rank shall be determined by the school or school district from which the student graduated or is expected to 

graduate. 

 

An applicant who does not satisfy the course requirements is considered to have satisfied those requirements if the student 

completed the portion of the RHSP or the DAP that was available to the student but was unable to complete the remainder of 

the coursework solely because courses were unavailable to the student at the appropriate times in the student’s high school 

career as a result of circumstances not within the student’s control. 

To qualify for automatic admission an applicant must: 

1. Submit an application before the deadline established by the college or university to which the student seeks 

admission; and 

2. Provide a high school transcript or diploma that indicates whether the student has satisfied or is on schedule to satisfy 

the requirements of the RHSP or DAP or the portion of the RHSP or DAP that was available to the student. 

 

Colleges and universities are required to admit an applicant for admission as an undergraduate student if the applicant is the 

child of a public servant who was killed or sustained a fatal injury in the line of duty and meets the minimum requirements, if 

any, established by the governing board of the college or university for high school or prior college-level grade point average and 

performance on standardized tests. 

 


