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MISSION The mission of the Wichita Falls Independent School District is to prepare all students to 

become lifelong learners who are productive, responsible, and participating members of 

society.  As WFISD welcomes students into junior high school, the focus of this mission 

becomes helping these young people make the transition from the elementary grades into high 

school.  As students take this next step of their academic journey, they continue with courses in 

the core curriculum areas (English, math, science, and history), but also explore many new 

electives to find other areas of interest. 

 

PURPOSE Related to this mission, the purpose of the Course Guide is to assist students and their parents 

in planning the appropriate path that will prepare for high school to life beyond.  This includes 

information about district policies, state testing requirements, and local course descriptions. 

  

CONTENTS Find out more about these topics on the indicated pages. 

 3 General Information 
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 5 STAAR Testing 
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This information is intended for use only by students of Wichita Falls ISD and their parents.  In accordance with state and federal law, WFISD does not 

discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or religion.   
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

 Campus Information 

Wichita Falls ISD operates three junior high schools: 
 

Campus Address Zip Phone 

Barwise Leadership Academy 3807 Kemp Blvd. 76308 (940) 235-1108 

Kirby World Academy 1715 Loop 11 76306 (940) 235-1113 

McNiel Junior High School 4712 Barnett Rd. 76310 (940) 235-1118 

 

 Core Curriculum 

Based on the core belief that all students can learn at their full potential through high expectations for achievement, 

Wichita Falls ISD is committed to creating schools that provide students with a high-quality foundation in academics, 

as well as strong support for emotional needs and character development. 

 

This is delivered through a district-developed curriculum which is based on the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 

(TEKS).  The TEKS provide a framework not only for the academic subjects taught in school, but also for elective and 

enrichment courses. 

 

For more information, visit either of the following websites: 

WFISD District Curriculum http://www.wfisd.net/domain/2582  

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills http://www.tea.state.tx.us/curriculum/teks/  

 

 Special Programs 

While strong academic courses are available at all district schools, the Wichita Falls ISD also offers a variety of 

special programs to students in grades 6-8, depending on the campus. 

 

Program Description Campus Availability 

6th Grade Academy Two campuses include 6th grade in the junior high 

school.  These programs emphasize advanced 

academics, but also help students in the transition to a 

secondary school setting. 

Kirby 

Barwise 

IB Middle Years Program 

(IBIBMYP) 

A school is certified as a Middle Years Program through 

the International Baccalaureate (IB) organization.  For 

more information, see the section on Academic 

Advancement (page 4). 

Kirby 

High School Credit Courses Up to 2 units of high school credit can be earned by 

qualified students while still in junior high.  For example, 

each campus offers Algebra I. 

Students will receive high school credit for these 

courses, but grades will NOT count toward high school 

GPA. 

Barwise: 
 Algebra I 

 Spanish I 

Kirby: 
 Algebra I 

 Algebra II 

McNiel: 
 Algebra I 

 Spanish I 

 

More information about many of these programs can be found throughout this Course Guide. 

 

 Disclaimer 

Some courses listed in this guide may not actually be offered due to low enrollment.  Other courses may not be 

offered every semester of every year.  Because of these issues, as well as other scheduling conflicts, a student may 

not be able to register for every course he/she plans to take during a semester. For this reason, students should 

have in mind alternate courses in case their first choices are not available. 

 

  

http://www.wfisd.net/domain/2582
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/curriculum/teks/
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ACADEMIC ADVANCEMENT 

 

Advanced Courses 

For some students, the work presented in the regular curriculum may not be sufficiently challenging. To offer a more 

accelerated learning environment, the Wichita Falls ISD offers courses in line with the Advanced Placement (AP) 

program and with the International Baccalaureate (IB) diploma program (DP). 

 

Program Advanced Placement (AP) International Baccalaureate (IB) 

Organization The AP program is developed by the College Board. 
The IB program is developed by the International 

Baccalaureate Organization (IBO). 

Information  http://apcentral.collegeboard.com http://www.ibo.org/ 

Description 

from Website 

“Advanced Placement courses are college-level 

courses offered in high school. They can give your 

child a taste of what college is like and can help him 

or her stand out on college applications. Not only 

that, but scoring well on the AP Exam can get your 

child college credit, placement out of introductory 

courses or both, potentially saving thousands of 

dollars in tuition and fees.” 

“The IB Diploma Program (DP) is an academically 

challenging and balanced program of education with 

final examinations that prepares students, aged 16 

to 19, for success at university and life beyond. It 

has been designed to address the intellectual, 

social, emotional and physical well-being of 

students. The program has gained recognition and 

respect from the world’s leading universities.” 

Availability 

(in WFISD) 
Rider High School and Wichita Falls High School Hirschi High School 

 

In junior high, advanced students can take classes in preparation for these college-ready programs. 

Program Pre-AP  IB Middle Years Program (IBMYP) 

Description 

from Website  

“Pre-AP is based on the following two important 

premises. The first is the expectation that all students 

can perform well at rigorous academic levels… The 

second important premise of Pre-AP is the belief that 

we can prepare every student for higher intellectual 

engagement by starting the development of skills and 

acquisition of knowledge as early as possible.” 

“The IBMYP …provides a framework of learning 

which encourages students to become creative, 

critical and reflective thinkers. The IBMYP 

emphasizes intellectual challenge…and fosters the 

development of skills for communication, 

intercultural understanding and global engagement, 

qualities that are essential for life in the 21st 

century.” 

Availability 

(in WFISD) 
Barwise Junior High and McNiel Junior High Kirby Junior High 

 

Students who take Pre-AP and IBMYP advanced courses in junior high will begin learning the skills necessary to 

complete college-level studies while still in their junior or senior years of high school.  Enrolling in any of these upper-

level courses has some benefits and some challenges. 

Advanced Courses 

(AP, Pre-AP, IB-DP, 

IB Pre-DP, IB 

IBMYP) 

Benefits 

 In high school, advanced courses earn additional points toward a student’s 

GPA.   

 Students can eventually earn college credit while still in high school for 

passing scores on AP/IB exams. 

 Advanced courses may provide more opportunities for students to express 

their creativity, curiosity, and imagination. 

Challenges 

 Because of their greater depth, advanced courses are more challenging than 

regular classes. 

 Advanced courses involve a heavier work load, and require students to spend 

much more time on studies outside of class. 

 

If you are a student or parent with questions about whether to sign up for advanced courses, contact your school 

counselor, or seek input from your academic teachers.   

 

In addition, families can watch a video, with questions and answers about advanced courses, 

specifically for students entering junior high.  To access this video, visit the WFISD website at 

www.wfisd.net/page/459, and under Videos, click on “Advanced Academics Info.” 

 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/
http://www.ibo.org/
http://www.wfisd.net/page/459
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STAAR TESTING 

 

 

STAAR stands for the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness. 

Each year in this program, students across the state take subject-area tests in 

reading, writing, mathematics, science, and history. 

 

More information on the state’s assessment program is available at 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar/  

 

Students in junior high will take STAAR tests on the following dates in the spring of 2015. 

 

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 
Test Dates Test Dates Test Dates 

Mathematics April 21 Writing March 30-31 (2 days) Mathematics March 30 

Reading April 22 Mathematics April 21 Reading March 31 

  Reading April 22 Social Studies April 21 

    Science April 22 

    For students in Algebra I: 

    Algebra I EOC Week of May 4-8 

 

 SSI Requirements 

Students in the 8th grade fall under the Texas Student Success Initiative (SSI), which means that they must pass the 

Grade 8 STAAR assessments in Mathematics and Reading in order to be promoted to the ninth grade in high school. 

As a result, students have multiple re-test opportunities. 

 

Grade 8 STAAR Mathematics Reading 

First administration March 30 March 31 

Students who don’t pass can re-test on… May 12 May 13 

If they don’t pass the second test, they get one more try on… July 23 July 24 

 

 Review, Retention, and the Grade Placement Committee 

If a student does not pass one or both tests, the school must give the student additional instruction after each 

testing opportunity, and the student must participate in that instruction. Parents will be notified if their child does 

not pass a STAAR test that is required for promotion. 

 

If a student has not passed after the second testing opportunity, a grade placement committee (GPC) is formed. The 

GPC, which consists of the principal, teacher, and parent or guardian, will create an instructional plan based on the 

individual needs of the student.  Typically, this plan involves attendance at summer school. 

 

A student who is unsuccessful on the reading and/or mathematics test after the third testing opportunity will be 

retained automatically. However, the student’s parents may appeal the decision to have their child repeat the grade 

by submitting a request to the GPC within five working days of receiving the retention notice. The GPC may decide to 

promote a student to the next grade, but only if everyone on the committee agrees that the student is likely to 

succeed in the next grade.  Even if the GPC decides to promote the student, the student must participate in the 

required additional instruction in order to be promoted. 

  

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar/
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6TH
 GRADE COURSES 

 

Students who attend 6th grade at a junior high campus will enroll in an 8-period schedule.  Of these eight periods, 

the core curriculum takes up four slots: English, math, science, and history.  In addition, 6th grade students must 

take a physical education (PE) course.  Students can choose electives to fill the remaining periods. 

 

 8-periods 

Core curriculum  English Math Science Social Studies 

Other courses  Physical Education Elective Elective Elective 

 

Students at Kirby Junior High have some specific electives that they must take to satisfy the requirements of the 

IBIBMYP Program.  Specifically, during 6th grade, students at Kirby must take: 

 The Arts – 1 semester of visual or performing arts 

 Technology – 2 semesters of Multimedia Technology    

 Language Acquisition – 2 semesters of Exploratory French or Spanish   

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

Choose one of the following English courses. 

 English 6  
English 6 is an introduction to literature and composition emphasizing application of previously learned reading, writing, 

speaking and listening in presentation skills. Reading selections and written compositions focus on the student’s ability to 

think critically and creatively.  Skills are not taught in isolation, rather embodied within the whole of instruction, inspiring 

interaction and technology.  Reading selections will include a variety of genres and feature novels set in other countries 

and by international authors.  (2 semesters. Availability: Barwise, Kirby) 

 

  Pre-AP English 6  
Pre-AP English 6 is designed to enrich and challenge literary and composition skills exceeding the basics and emphasizing 

analysis of reading, writing, speaking, and listening in increasingly complex presentations, reading selections, and written 

compositions focusing on the student’s ability to think critically and creatively.  Skills are not taught in isolation, rather 

embodied within the whole of instruction, inspiring interaction and technological advancement.  The literature program will 

reflect a variety of genres and will include authors from the international community.  (2 semesters. Availability: Barwise) 

 

  IBMYP Advanced English 6  
Designed to challenge students with advanced language and reading skills, Advanced IBMYP English 6 is taught in 

conjunction with IBMYP Advanced Humanities.  Higher levels of critical and creative thinking skills, along with inquiry-

based teaching strategies, provide challenges beyond IBMYP Humanities/English 6 and prepares student for future IB 

Diploma and/or AP exams. (2 semesters. Availability: Kirby) 

 

 

 

MATHEMATICS 

Choose one of the following Math courses. 

 Math 6  
Math 6 is a completion of elementary school math.  Students apply previously-learned skills of addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division in problem situations.  Beyond these basic skills, investigations continue into fractions, 

decimals, percents, measurement, and statistics. (2 semesters. Availability: Barwise, Kirby) 

 

  Pre-AP Math 6  
Pre-AP Math 6 is designed to enrich and challenge students beyond the essentials of Math 6.  This course allows students 

to make connections to real-world situations through problem solving.  Students explore problems in the areas of 

ratio/proportion, equations with variables, and integers.  (2 semesters. Availability: Barwise) 

 

  IBMYP Advanced Math 6  
Advanced IBMYP Math focuses on both sixth and seventh grade topics to prepare students for pre-algebra. Challenging 

application problems and investigations prepare students for future advanced mathematics courses and the IB Diploma 

and/or AP exams.  (2 semesters. Availability: Kirby) 

 

 

Taken during the same period on 

an A/B schedule (every other day) 
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SCIENCE 

Choose one of the following Science courses. 

 Science 6  
Science topics include earth, life, and physical concepts which are taught through the study of the human body, the ocean 

ecosystem, energy and conservation, and space. Interactions and relationships are shown in each unit resulting in student 

learning beyond the facts of science.  Student projects provide real world applications of math and science.  (2 semesters. 

Availability: Barwise, Kirby) 

 

  Pre-AP Science 6  
Pre-AP Science 6 incorporates all the concepts presented to Science 6 students; however the instruction is delivered at an 

advanced academic level requiring the utilization of critical thinking and higher order thinking skills.  (2 semesters. 

Availability: Barwise) 

 

  IBMYP Advanced Science 6  
Advanced IBMYP Science covers the same topics presented in IBMYP Science 6 at an advanced academic level. Analytical 

and critical thinking, higher order thinking skills, depth of understanding, and research projects will challenge the able 

student. This course prepares students for future IB Diploma and/or AP exams. (2 semesters. Availability: Kirby) 

 

 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES  

Choose one of the following Social Studies courses. 

 World Cultures 6 / IBMYP Humanities  
World Cultures emphasizes the geography, major economic and social structures, political systems, and religions of major 

societies and cultures around the world.  Students will study the impact of ancient cultures on the contemporary world in 

place today.  Technology, research, discussions and presentations will be used to help in the development and application 

of concepts. (2 semesters. Availability: Barwise, Kirby) 

 

  Pre-AP World Cultures 6  
Pre-AP World Cultures incorporates all of the concepts presented to World Cultures 6 students; however the instruction is 

delivered at an advanced academic level.  Students will be introduced to technology based learning to aid in the 

development of writing skills through document based and free response questioning.  Students will be expected to 

complete performance assessment projects through creativity and expression.  (2 semesters. Availability: Barwise) 

 

  IBMYP Advanced Humanities  
Designed to challenge students with advanced language and reading skills, Advanced IBMYP English 6 is taught in 

conjunction with IBMYP Advanced Humanities.  Higher levels of critical and creative thinking skills, along with inquiry-

based teaching strategies, provide challenges beyond IBMYP Humanities/English 6 and prepares student for future IB 

Diploma and/or AP exams. (2 semesters. Availability: Kirby) 

 

 

 

6TH
 GRADE ELECTIVE COURSES 

 Art 6  
Students explore the elements of art, color and design through drawing, painting, crafts, sculpture and photography. 

Students will explore how traditions, history and beliefs have influenced art. (2 semesters. Availability: Barwise, Kirby) 

 

  Drama 6  
Students explore the world of acting, are introduced to proper voice and diction, characterization, improvisation and 

storytelling. Students learn new and exciting ways to express themselves and their creativity. (2 semesters. Availability: 

Barwise, Kirby) 

 

  Choir 6  
Students will learn basic singing techniques, music theory, history, choral balance, and blend using a variety of music 

styles. Students will have an opportunity to perform at various concerts.  (2 semesters. Availability: Barwise, Kirby) 

 

  Beginning Band  
Learn to play a musical instrument and study the fundamentals of tone production, rhythms, terms, history, and ensemble 

playing.  Students have opportunities to study music from around the world, to explore the impact of music on a culture or 

society, thus establishing a basis for understanding and appreciating music. (2 semesters. Availability: Barwise, Kirby) 
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 Orchestra  
Learn to play a stringed instrument and develop an appreciation of music. Instruction will be offered on violin, viola, cello, 

and bass.  Students will learn the fundamentals of string playing, music reading, and how to care for their instruments.  (2 

semesters. Availability: Barwise, Kirby) 

 

  IBMYP Areas of Interaction 6  
Students will explore the IBMYP Areas of Interaction (Approaches to Learning, Community & Service, Human Ingenuity, 

Health & Science, and Environments) through literature, projects and classroom activities. This hands-on inquiry based 

class will help students be successful in all IBMYP classes. (1 semester. Availability: Kirby) 

 

 

 6th Grade Academy  
This course is designed for 6th graders transitioning to junior high.  Students will focus on getting to know their school, 

expected emotional/social changes, organizational methods, study skills, and balancing extracurricular activities with 

academics.  (1 semester. Availability: Barwise) 

 

  Leadership I (for 6th Graders)  
This course provides an opportunity to study, practice and develop group and individual leadership and organizational 

skills. These skills include decision-making skills, leadership roles, human relation skills and understanding the need for 

civic responsibility. Students who take this course will apply these skills in dealing with peers, school staff and the 

community. This course is a hands-on lab oriented approach to leadership. The course requires community service hours.  

(2 semesters. Availability: Barwise) 

 

 

 IBMYP Exploratory French  
Bonjour! Explore the French language, people, their customs, traditions, entertainment, and sports. This course introduces 

the linguistic skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. (Availability: Kirby. Taken in conjunction with Multimedia 

Technology.) 

 

 IBMYP Exploratory Spanish  
Hola! Explore the Spanish language, people, their customs, traditions, entertainment, and sports. This course introduces 

the linguistic skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. (Availability: Kirby. Taken in conjunction with Multimedia 

Technology.) 

 

  Exploratory Languages  
This class teaches students about the nature and development of languages through the introduction of Latin, French, and 

German. Linguistic skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing each language will be introduced, along with various 

aspects of each culture, including geography and history. (1 semester.  Availability: Barwise) 

 

 

 Multimedia Technology  
Multimedia provides students with a foundation in technology through the Microsoft Office Suite in an ever changing 

environment.  Students will also explore open-source internet-based software.  Using these tools, students will complete 

projects using the IB design cycle. (Availability: Kirby. Taken in conjunction with IBMYP Exploratory French or Spanish.) 

 

  Tech Apps I 
In this introductory course, students will become familiar with the appropriate use of hardware components, software 

programs, and their connections. Students will gain practice using research skills and electronic communication by using 

key applications such as Microsoft Word, Excel, and PowerPoint as well as practicing safe, responsible, legal, and ethical 

behavior while using technology tools and resources. (1 semester.  Availability: Barwise) 

 

 

 Physical Education (PE) 6  
Physical Education is designed to meet the health-related fitness requirements of today’s students. In PE, students 

participate in tennis, fitness, team sports, individual sports, dance, weight training and more. They will become familiar 

with various sports, the rules governing sports, safety factors, equipment requirements and modifications.  The course is 

designed to reinforce the concept of incorporating physical activity into a lifestyle beyond school, by learning how making 

healthy choices and exercise can lead to more energy and better health. (2 semesters.  Availability: Kirby) 
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7TH
 GRADE COURSES 

 

During 7th grade, junior high students enroll in an 8-period schedule.  Of these eight periods, the core curriculum 

takes up five slots: Reading, Writing, Math, Science, and History.  In addition, students must take one semester of 

Health.  It is also recommended to take one semester of a physical education (PE) course.  Students can choose 

electives to fill the remaining periods. 

 

 8-periods 

Core curriculum  Reading Writing Math Science Social Studies 

Other courses   Health/Elective Elective Elective  

 

Students at Kirby Junior High have some specific electives that they must take to satisfy the requirements of the 

IBMYP Program.  Specifically, during 7th grade, students at Kirby must take: 

 The Arts – 1 semester of visual or performing arts 

 Technology – 1 semester of Multimedia Technology  

 Language Acquisition – 2 semesters of Exploratory French or Spanish [paired with Writing, taken during the 

same period on an A/B schedule (every other day)] 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

Choose one Reading course and one Writing course. 

 English/Reading 7  
English/Reading 7 is an introduction to literature. Students’ reading will emphasize literary elements and genre including 

poetry, novels, drama, short stories, and non-fiction. The course focuses on both practical and classical reading selections. 

(2 semesters) 

 

  Pre-AP English/Reading 7  
Pre-AP English /Reading 7 is designed to enrich and challenge students beyond the essentials of the academic Reading 

course. A higher level of critical and creative thinking skills will be used, and students will experience a more in-depth 

approach to classical literature selections. Pre-AP English focuses on thinking skills and close reading.  (2 semesters. 

Availability: Barwise, McNiel) 

 

  IBMYP Advanced English /Reading 7 
This course presents an enriched and vigorous English curriculum emphasizing research and literary analysis. A higher 

level of critical and creative thinking skills, and inquiry based teaching strategies provide challenges beyond IBMYP English 

7. IBMYP Advanced English prepares students for future IB Diploma or AP exams.  (2 semesters.  Availability: Kirby) 

 

  English/Writing 7  
English /Writing 7 is an introduction to composition. Composition study will emphasize various writing purposes, 

mechanical correctness, grammar, vocabulary, language usage and proofreading. (2 semesters) 

 

  Pre-AP English/Writing 7  
Pre-AP English /Writing 7 is designed to enrich and challenge students beyond the essentials of the academic Writing 

course. A higher level of critical and creative thinking skills will be used, and students will experience a more in-depth 

approach to writing styles and techniques.  Pre-AP English focuses on grammar and composition.  (2 semesters. 

Availability: Barwise, McNiel) 

 

  IBMYP Advanced English /Writing 7 
This course presents an enriched and vigorous English curriculum emphasizing writing skills. A higher level of critical and 

creative thinking skills, and inquiry based teaching strategies provide challenges beyond IBMYP English 7. IBMYP 

Advanced English prepares students for future IB Diploma or AP exams.  (2 semesters.  Availability: Kirby) 
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MATHEMATICS 

Choose one of the following Math courses. 

 Math 7  
Math 7 is a transition between the arithmetic of elementary school and the algebra/geometry of high school. (2 semesters) 

 

  Pre-AP Math 7  
Pre-AP Math 7 is a course that includes algebraic concepts and prepares 7th grade students to take Pre-AP Algebra for 

high school credit during their 8th grade year.  (2 semesters. Availability: Barwise, McNiel) 

 

  IBMYP Advanced Math 7  
This advanced course focuses on both seventh and eighth grade objectives to prepare students to be successful in 

Advanced Algebra I. The IBMYP Areas of Interaction are applied to basic number, geometry, and problem solving skills. This 

course also focuses on functions, graphing, linear equations, and inequalities. Students complete major projects using the 

IBMYP Design Cycle. Investigations are a major part of this course and higher-level thinking and inquiry are included in 

every unit. Students use multiple forms of technology including graphing calculators and laptops. This course prepares 

student for future IB Diploma and/or AP exams.  (2 semesters. Availability: Kirby) 

 

 Under special circumstances, some advanced 7th-grade students may qualify to take an upper-level 

math course.  For more information, see the Math courses in the 8th grade section. 

 

 

SCIENCE 

Choose one of the following Science courses. 

 Science 7  
Science 7 studies include the scientific method, chemistry, environment, and life science with a focus on human biology. 

Approximately 40% of the course is hands-on lab work in the science lab.  (2 semesters. Availability: Barwise, Kirby) 

 

  Pre-AP Science 7  
Pre-AP Science 7 prepares the students to take Pre-AP Science 8. The course covers the same basic topics as Science 7, 

but goes into more depth, moves at a faster pace, and allows for enrichment activities. Approximately 40% of the course is 

hands-on lab work in the science lab.  (2 semesters. Availability: Barwise, McNiel) 

 

  IBMYP Advanced Science 7  
Advanced IBMYP Science 7 covers the same topics as Science 7 with greater depth and an emphasis on critical thinking 

and process skills for the advanced science student. This lab-based inquiry course with includes research, projects, 

technology, presentations, and an enriched and vigorous curriculum prepares students for IB Diploma and/or AP exams. (2 

semesters. Availability: Kirby) 

 

 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES  

Choose one of the following Social Studies courses. 

 Texas History 7 
Texas History 7 is the study of Texas History from early times to the present.  Students examine the full scope of Texas 

history including Native American civilizations before the European exploration and eras of mission building, colonization 

revolution, republic, and statehood.  The focus in each era is on important individuals, events, issues, and their impact.  

Students identify regions of Texas and the factors that caused Texas to change from an agrarian to an urban society.  

Students also describe the structure and function of municipal, county, and state governments including the influence of 

the U.S. Constitution on the Texas Constitution. (2 semesters) 

 

  Pre-AP Texas History 7 
Pre-AP Texas History 7 is the study of Texas history from early Native American cultures through the 20th century, including 

an in-depth study of Texas government and economics in relationship to the United States. Students will interpret primary 

source documents and will be introduced to the writing skills needed to be successful on the AP exams using document 

based and free response questions. They will be expected to complete performance assessment projects and read 

historical novels.  (2 semesters. Availability: Barwise, McNiel) 

 

  



13 
WFISD 

 

  IBMYP Advanced Texas History 7  
This advanced course is a study of Texas History from early Native American Cultures through the 20th century, including 

an in-depth study of Texas government and economics in relationship to the United States. Historical and contemporary 

individuals, societies, and environments are studied in a wide context including geography, politics, religion, cultures, 

technologies and current events. Students will interpret primary source documents and will be introduced to the writing 

skills needed to be successful on both IB Diploma and/or AP exams using document based and free-response questions. 

They read historical novels and apply the IBMYP Areas of Interaction to history. Projects use the IBMYP Design Cycle. (2 

semesters. Availability: Kirby) 

 

 

 

HEALTH 

All 7th grade students must enroll in one semester of health. 

 Health 7 
Junior High Health 7 is a required course for all junior high students. This course is designed to provide knowledge and 

understanding of the following areas: lifetime fitness, nutrition, communicable diseases, mental health, healthy 

relationships, drugs, safety and emergency procedures, and environmental health.  (1 semester) 

 

 

For electives available to 7th grade students, see the course listing on page 17. 
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8TH
 GRADE COURSES 

 

8th grade students will enroll in an 8-period schedule.  Of these eight periods, the core curriculum takes up four 

slots: English, math, science, and social studies.  In addition, junior high students must complete two semesters of 

physical education (PE) over their 7th and 8th grade years.  Students can choose electives to fill the remaining 

periods. 

 

 8-periods 

Core curriculum  Language Arts Math Science Social Studies 

Other courses  PE/Elective Elective Elective Elective 

 

Students at Kirby Junior High have some specific electives that they must take to satisfy the requirements of the 

IBIBMYP Program.  Specifically, during 6th grade, students at Kirby must take: 

 The Arts – 1 semester of visual or performing arts 

 Technology – 2 semesters of Multimedia Technology 

 Language Acquisition – 2 semesters of Exploratory French or Spanish 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

Choose one of the following English courses. 

 English 8  
Language Arts 8 includes work with both practical and classical literary selections. Additional emphasis is placed on writing 

with a focus on organization, elaboration, mechanical correctness, grammar, vocabulary, language usage, proofreading, and 

reading skills.  (2 semesters) 

 

  Pre-AP English 8  
Pre-AP Language Arts 8 is designed to enrich and challenge beyond the essentials of Integrated Language Arts 8. A higher 

level of critical and creative thinking skills will be used, and students will experience a more in-depth approach to literary 

analysis, writing styles, and techniques.  This course builds on the four focus areas introduced to students in the 7th grade: 

thinking skills, close reading, grammar, and composition.  (2 semesters. Availability: Barwise, McNiel) 

 

  IBIBMYP Advanced English 8  
This advanced course presents an enriched and vigorous curriculum emphasizing an in-depth approach to literary analysis, 

research, writing styles and techniques beyond the essentials of IBMYP English 8. A higher level of critical and creative 

thinking skills will be used. This course provides a rigorous curriculum and prepares students for future IB Diploma and/or 

AP exams. (2 semesters. Availability: Kirby) 

 

 

 

MATHEMATICS 

Choose one of the following Math courses. 

 Math 8  
Math 8 is a course for students ready to study basic algebraic concepts who need to develop more math skills before 

taking Algebra I. The course will include eighth grade math concepts for at least twelve weeks before the study of Pre-

Algebra begins. (2 semesters) 

 

  Pre-AP Math 8  
Pre-AP Math 8 is for students wanting advanced course work that goes deeper into the 8th grade curriculum with an 

introduction to high school Algebra I.  The course requires students to work faster and think deeper than in a regular math 

course.  It lays the foundation for students to be prepared for Algebra I in ninth grade.  (2 semesters. Availability: Barwise, 

McNiel) 

 

  IBMYP Advanced Math 8: Algebra Connections 
This advanced course applies the Areas of Interaction through basic algebra concepts including the properties of linear 

equations, functions, Pythagorean Theorem, geometry, probability and statistics, and inequalities. Investigations and 

technology including the graphing calculator and the laptop are major parts of this course. Projects integrate the IBMYP 

Design Cycle and higher level thinking and questioning. This course emphasizes preparation for success in advanced high 

school mathematics courses and on IB Diploma and/or AP exams.  (2 semesters. Availability: Kirby) 

 

Taken during the same period on 

an A/B schedule (every other day) 
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  Pre-AP/IBMYP Advanced Algebra I 

Through a study of linear and quadratic functions, Pre-AP Algebra I focuses on simplifying expressions, solving equations, 

and using multiple representations.  The advanced course will cover more challenging problems and probe deeper into 

each new idea.  Emphasis will be placed on functions, graphing, technology (calculators), and realistic applications.  (2 

semesters.)  *Pre-requisites: Pre-AP/Advanced Math 7, passing score on District’s Algebra Readiness Test.  

* Students will receive high school credit for this course, but grades will NOT count toward high school GPA. 

 

  IBMYP Advanced Algebra II 
Algebra II extends the development of numbers to include a study of the complex numbers as a mathematical system. The 

IBMYP Areas of Interaction provides authentic applications to the advanced study of quadratic, exponential and 

logarithmic functions. Investigations of conic sections, matrices, and polynomial functions will be included. The graphing 

calculator will be integrated into every unit of study where graphs will reveal important features of abstract concepts. 

Challenging open response assessment requiring high level thinking skills will prepare students for success on IB Diploma 

and/or AP exams. Project will include the IBMYP Design Cycle. (2 semesters. Availability: Kirby)  *Pre-requisites: Advanced 

Algebra I.  * This course is taught at Hirschi High School and transportation IS provided for Kirby students.   

* Students will receive high school credit for this course, but grades will NOT count toward high school GPA. 

 

 

 

SCIENCE 

Choose one of the following Science courses. 

 Science 8  
Science 8 includes the study of the scientific method, skills and measurement, lab safety, contributions of scientists, 

identification of symbols, formulae and equations, identification of chemical reactions, interpretation of Punnet squares, 

discussions of the Human Genome Project, universe, Earth science, and environment.  (2 semesters. Availability: Barwise, 

Kirby) 

 

  Pre-AP Science 8  
Pre-AP Science 8 incorporates the studies of the scientific method, chemistry, genetics, forces and energy, Earth science 

and environment. This course also uses outside assignments to challenge students and prepare them for the AP science 

classes in high school.  (2 semesters. Availability: Barwise, McNiel) 

 

  IBMYP Advanced Science 8  
This advanced course covers the same topics as IBMYP Science 8 with greater depth and an emphasis on critical thinking, 

inquiry, and process skills. Through the IBMYP Areas of Interaction, students discover how science has influenced history 

and how science affects societies around the world. This lab-based inquiry course includes research, projects, technology, 

and presentations. IBMYP Advanced Science 8 uses a variety of strategies to provide an enriched and vigorous curriculum 

for the advanced science student and prepares them for IB Diploma and/or AP exams. (2 semesters. Availability: Kirby) 

 

 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES  

Choose one of the following Social Studies courses. 

 United States History 8 
U.S. History 8 is the study of the country’s history from its beginnings through 1877. The course integrates history, 

geography, economics, government, culture, citizenship, science, technology and society, and social studies skills.  (2 

semesters) 

 

  Pre-AP United States History 8 
Pre-AP U.S. History goes beyond the History 8 course in content, depth, and expectations by providing each student with 

information and opportunity to analyze cause-effect relationships as they occur historically, thereby developing higher 

order thinking skills. (2 semesters. Availability: Barwise, McNiel) 

 

  IBMYP Advanced United States History 8  
This advanced course provides an in-depth study of IBMYP U.S. History 8 with an enriched, inquiry based curriculum for the 

avid history student. The IBMYP Areas of Interactions, guiding questions, historical novels, research, and projects using the 

IBMYP Design Cycle are included in the curriculum. Students will interpret primary source documents and will be 

introduced to the writing skills, free-response questions and criteria based performance tasks needed to be successful on 

both IB Diploma and/or AP exams. (2 semesters. Availability: Kirby) 
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JUNIOR HIGH ELECTIVE COURSES (GRADES 7-8) 

  

 
MUSIC 

 General Music 
General Music is a class for students who wish to learn more about music in a classroom setting rather than (or in addition 

to) in a performance group.  Students are involved in analyzing music by learning terms and definitions and by listening to 

many different types of music, including jazz, rock and roll, and Broadway.  (1 semester.  Availability: Barwise) 

 

 Beginning Band  
Band introduces the fundamentals of tone production, rhythms, musical terms, and playing an instrument. No musical 

background is required. Students perform music of varying forms and styles to establish a basic appreciation of music. 

School instruments are limited in numbers, but available for rent.  (2 semesters) 

 

  Advanced Band  
Advanced Band is a performance-oriented class for students with instrument experience. The group performs and marches 

at football games during the fall semester. Additionally, they learn and perform concert music for UIL competition. School 

instruments are limited in numbers but available for rent.  (2 semesters) 

 

  Choir 
General Choir is a non-auditioned group for anyone who appreciates music and singing.  They have several concerts and 

competition experiences throughout the year.  (2 semesters) 

 

  Intermediate Choir  
Intermediate Choir is an auditioned group that for both males and females that focuses on fine turning sight reading music 

and choral skills in a group.  (2 semesters) 

 

  Advanced/Show Choir  
Advanced Choir is an auditioned group for both males and females.  They perform several times throughout the year, have 

tour dates around the city, and have competition opportunities.  A great deal of time is spent focusing on sight reading and 

choral excellence.  The availability of positions in this group is dependent on balance of the individual sections in regard to 

male and female voice.  (2 semesters) 

 

  Men’s Choir  
Men’s choir is an auditioned group for males only.  This group performs and works along with Show Choir throughout the 

year.  (2 semesters) 

 

  Girls’ Choir  
Girls’ choir is an auditioned group for females only.  This group performs and works along with Show Choir throughout the 

year.  (2 semesters) 

 

  Orchestra  
Orchestra provides a foundation for string musicians. The course includes basic stringed instrument techniques, reading 

music, and learning to perform as a group. No musical background is required. Instruments are furnished.  (2 semesters) 

 
  Intermediate Orchestra  

Intermediate orchestra provides more in depth learning of stringed instruments, reading music, and performances.  

Auditions are necessary to be placed in this course.  Instruments are furnished.  (2 semesters) 

 

  Advanced Orchestra  
Advanced Orchestra focuses on more advanced string playing techniques and group performance. The group performs music 

for UIL Solo-Ensemble competition, Concert-Sight Reading competition, and All-Region Orchestra competition. The group 

competes in several area-wide competitions. (2 semesters) 

 

  Piano 
This is a semester course where students learn and continue with basic piano skills. Instruction focuses on the basics of 

music theory and techniques. This is a performance based class.  (1 semester. Availability: Barwise) 
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ART 

 Art I 
Art I provides a basic approach to various forms of art and art principles including drawing, painting, sculpting, texture, shape, 

color values, and design. Art history and appreciation are incorporated throughout the course.  (1 semester) 

 

 Art II  
Art II is a continuation of the foundation work presented in Art I. The students will be given opportunities to apply critical 

and creative thinking skills on a higher level through a variety of complex activities. Students will utilize color, shape, form, 

line, and texture to design both two and three dimensional works of art.  Students will also be introduced to art vocabulary 

as well as art history.  Projects will be on a larger scale that will require precision and detail.  Students will be involved in 

art shows, critiques and presentations.   (1 semester) 

 

  Art: Cartooning 
In this advanced art class, students will learn how to use ink to draw sequential pictures using basic anatomy and a 

greater sense of perspective.  This class is for students who wish to tell stories visually.  (1 semester.  Availability: Barwise) 

*Pre-requisite: Art I 

 

  Photography  
Photography gives students the opportunity to learn basic camera functions and photo composition using both manual and 

automatic camera equipment. Foundational darkroom techniques and print making are introduced using the darkroom 

facility. All equipment is provided.  (1 semester.  Availability: McNiel) 

 

  Mankind’s Culture & Arts 
Mankind’s culture and arts is a GT-style class that concentrates on art influences throughout time. This class covers ancient 

Greek and Roman culture, the Middle Ages, and the Renaissance.  Emphasis will be placed on art, architecture, invention, 

creative genius, and the modern day art & historical influences of these.  In class projects will be frequent.  GT students are 

encouraged to take this course.  (1 semester.  Availability: McNiel [7th grade only]) 

 

THEATRE 

 Introduction to Theatre Arts 
This class provides opportunities for the student to become more self-aware, cooperate with others, take safe risks, and 

participate in activities and projects.  Students will learn basic acting skills and various aspects of the production process.  

(1-2 semesters. Availability: Barwise) 

 

 7th Grade Advanced Theatre Arts 
This course is an audition theatre class.  Students will learn basic and advanced acting skills and will be guided through 

the various aspects of the entire production process.  After school hours will be required for rehearsals and productions.  A 

minimum of two productions will be held each semester. (2 semesters. Availability: Barwise) 

*Pre-requisite: audition, conference with instructor 

 

  8th Grade Advanced Theatre Arts 
Advanced Theatre Arts 8 continues the study of theatre techniques, terminology and the development of individual skills 

and talents.  Students will be responsible for costumes, make-up, or props needed for their specific roles.  After school 

hours will be required for rehearsals and performances.  Students will perform a minimum of two plays per semester on 

campus. (2 semesters. Availability: Barwise)  *Pre-requisite: audition, conference with instructor 

 

  Advanced Children’s Theatre 

Children’s Theatre is offered to 7
th

 and 8
 th

 grade students interested in performing for the elementary grades.  The class 

will prepare and perform fairy tales, poetry, storytelling, mime, etc.  Throughout the year the class will travel and perform at 

elementary schools and perform a variety of productions on campus.  After school hours will be required for rehearsals and 

productions.  Children’s Theatre may be taken in conjunction with other advanced theater arts classes.  (1-2 semesters. 

Availability: Barwise)  *Pre-requisite: audition, conference with instructor 

 

 

 Exploratory Foreign Languages  
Exploratory Foreign Language will teach students about the nature and development of languages through the introduction 

of Latin, French, Spanish and German. The class is designed to pique students’ interest and encourage further foreign 

language study. (1 semester. Availability: McNiel) 

 

 Introductory Spanish 
Introductory Spanish introduces the Spanish and Hispanic culture, its language, and its people.  The main emphasis is on 

oral skills while developing reading and writing skills.  The student will develop a cultural appreciation of the Hispanic world. 

(1 semester) 
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  Advanced Spanish  
Advanced Spanish is a one semester elective in which communication will be a major focus.  Students will expand their 

vocabulary and acquire accuracy of expression by learning the components of language, including grammar.  This course 

will prepare students for Spanish I (high school course).  (1 semester.  Availability: Barwise) *Pre-requisites: Introductory 

Spanish, teacher recommendation 

 

  High School Spanish I 
Spanish I is an introduction to the Spanish culture, its language and its people. The main emphasis is on oral skills while 

developing reading and writing skills. The student will develop a cultural appreciation of the Hispanic world. (2 semesters. 

Availability: Barwise, McNiel)  *Pre-requisites: Teacher/Counselor recommendation. * Students will receive high school 

credit for this course, but grades will NOT count toward high school GPA. 

 

  IBMYP Spanish II (7th Grade) 
Hola! Learn the Spanish language and explore the Spanish people, their customs, traditions, sports and entertainment.  

This course covers the first half of beginning Spanish and introduces the linguistic skills of listening, speaking, reading and 

writing.  (1 semester.  Availability: Kirby) 

  IBMYP Spanish III (8th Grade) 
This course offers a more in depth study of the Spanish language. Students will expand their vocabulary and knowledge of 

grammar and communication will be a major focus. This course covers the second half of beginning French and introduces 

he linguistic skills of listening, speaking, reading, grammar and writing.  (1 semester.  Availability: Kirby) *Pre-requisite: 

IBMYP Spanish I 

  IBMYP French II (7th Grade) 
Bonjour! Learn to speak French and explore the French people, their customs, traditions, entertainment, and sports. This 

course covers the first half of beginning French and introduces the linguistic skills of listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing.  (1 semester.  Availability: Kirby) 

  IBMYP French III (8th Grade) 
This course offers a more in depth study of the French language. Students will expand their vocabulary and knowledge of 

grammar and communication will be a major focus. This course covers the second half of beginning French and introduces 

he linguistic skills of listening, speaking, reading, grammar and writing.  (1 semester.  Availability: Kirby) *Pre-requisite: 

IBMYP French I 

  International Investigations 
Students will experience the history, economy, geography, government and cultures of the world powers today. Internet 

sites, research, hands-on projects, group activities and debates will be used to learn about these powerful countries. 

Students explore the relationships between the world and themselves, and study global issues facing our world today.  (1 

semester.  Availability: Kirby) 

 

 Tech Apps I – Digital Essentials 
Students will master basic computer literacy, improve their understanding of Internet etiquette, and explore Microsoft 

Office in detail. The class emphasizes digital productivity. Students will learn to apply Microsoft Excel formulas and 

standard mathematical/statistical functions to create, edit, and print spreadsheets. In addition, students will master 

advanced features to publish documents in Microsoft Word, explore template design, and create a Microsoft PowerPoint. 

Students will also be required to participate in daily keyboarding activities. (1 semester.  Availability: Barwise, McNiel) 

  Tech Apps II – Multimedia 
This class provides students a well-rounded understanding of computers and digital literacy. As they expand their learning 

from basic computer literacy to digital creation, students will learn the use of photo editors and will plan, develop and 

publish a variety of projects through the use of graphic design principles. (1 semester.  Availability: Barwise)  

*Pre-requisite: Tech Apps I 

  Tech Apps III – Introduction to Programming 
This class introduces students to the science and art of computer programming. Students explore programming language 

and algorithms, including control structures, data types, methods and parameters, and basic inheritance. Students will 

acquire thorough documentation practices as well as testing and verification techniques. This class is a prerequisite for 

Video Game Creation. (1 semester.  Availability: Barwise) *Pre-requisite: Tech Apps II 

  Tech Apps IV – Video Game Creation 
Students will explore the processes and art of game design, including elements like story, levels, sound, and user 

interfaces.  With creative thinking and innovative processes, students will collaborate merge critical thinking, problem 

solving, and decision making to create a functional prototype showing their understanding of the game design process. (1 

semester.  Availability: Barwise) *Pre-requisite: Tech Apps III 
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  IBMYP Multimedia Technology 
Multimedia provides students with a foundation in technology through the Microsoft Office Suite in an ever changing 

environment.  Students will also explore open sources internet based software.  Using these tools students will complete 

projects using the IB design cycle. (1 semester.  Availability: Kirby) 

 

 

 IBMYP Robotics 
The class demonstrates real world robotics in the classroom setting. Students engage in team building and problem 

solving exercises and challenges. They learn gear ratios, simple machines and basic physics as they operate and construct 

robotic devices.  Technology is used to research and present projects, such as marble mazes, toothpick bridges, egg drops, 

and rubber band cars, to reinforce the concepts of gravity, aerodynamics and motion. This project-based course uses the 

IBMYP Design Cycle to plan, organize, create, and evaluate a variety of technology projects. (1 semester.  Availability: 

Kirby) *Pre-requisite: Multimedia Technology 

 

  Hands-on Physics 
This class is designed to foster the development of critical thinking and fine motor skills.  Through careful design work and 

production, students build several projects as they compete to achieve the highest level of performance.  Some of the 

projects include: electronic book, marble maze, electronic motor, ping pong catapult, toothpick bridge, and hover craft.  As 

the semester progresses, all students will have the opportunity to become experts at simple wiring and soldering.  They will 

also learn to use basic shop tools such as drills, jigsaws, and sanders.  (1-2 semesters.  Availability: Barwise) 

 

 Career Portals 
Career Portals is a computer based class that creates a culture of high expectation and continuous improvement, which 

provides a foundation for success in high school, future studies, and careers. Students use technology to explore college 

and career planning, labor market, and job seeking skills. Students will develop job related computer skills. (1 semester. 

Availability: Barwise. Kirby) 

 

  Broadcast Journalism 
Explore the world of digital communications. In this project-based class, students learn the basics of the television studio 

equipment through digital photography, digital video, computer animation, digital music, and graphic design. Students will 

learn to produce an entire television broadcast from direction to camera work to on-air experience. Students may also 

produce news programs viewed by the student body. (1-2 semesters. Availability: Kirby, McNiel) 

 

  Yearbook (8th Grade only) 
Yearbook is designed to produce a publication each year—specifically, the school yearbook. Basic layout and design, group 

decision making, and publication marketing are fundamental aspects of this course. Placement in this course is by 

recommendation and application only. (2 semesters) 

 

 Physical Education (PE) 
Physical Education involves a wellness and fitness approach. Students are trained in the importance of leading an active, 

healthy lifestyle through quality, daily physical activity.  Along with participating in traditional and recreational sports, 

students will gain a wealth of important information which can positively influence them for a lifetime.  (1 semester) 

 
 Boys Athletics 
Boys Athletics is for students who wish to participate in any one or more of the following UIL events: football, basketball, 

track, and cross country. The class includes before or after school workouts and after school competitions. Athletes do 

weight lifting and aerobic conditioning in the off-season. A doctor’s physical is required by UIL prior to participation. 

Students must meet UIL “No pass – No play” requirements to participate.  (1-2 semesters) 

  Girls Athletics 
Girls Athletics is for students who wish to participate in any one or more of the following UIL events: volleyball, basketball, 

track, and cross-country. The class includes before or after school workouts and after school competitions.  Athletes do 

weight lifting and aerobic conditioning in the off-season. A doctor’s physical is required by UIL prior to participation. 

Students must meet the UIL “No pass – No play” requirements to participate.  (1-2 semester) 

  Tennis 
Tennis is for students who wish to learn the sport of tennis. No previous experience is required. Students will learn the 

fundamentals of the game as a singles player and as a doubles partner. Students are required to furnish their own 

rackets. Rackets are provided.  (1 semester) 

  Varsity Tennis (UIL) 
Varsity Tennis is for students who wish to try out for a position on the UIL competitive team. Tryouts occur in the spring. 

The course includes after school workouts and competitions. A $3 per semester ball fee is required. A doctor’s physical is 

required by UIL prior to participation. Students must meet UIL “No pass – No play” requirements to participate.  (1 

semester) 
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  Dance/Drill Team I 
This course is for beginner drill team levels.  It is designed to give the student an overview of the world of dance.  The 

fundamentals of body alignment, ballet, jazz, tap, and modern dance will be covered.  Other genres of dance, such as Hip-

Hop, may also be introduced.  (1-2 semesters. Availability: Barwise) 
 

  Dance/Drill Team II 
This is an auditioned only group.  Drill Team II focuses on Advanced Technique, Advanced Jazz, Advanced Hip-Hop and 

Advanced Pom.  This group requires dance camp attendance before school begins, and some after school practices.  Drill 

Team II will travel to dance competition in the Spring as well as other performances during school time.  (1-2 semesters. 

Availability: Barwise)  *Pre-requisite: audition, dance summer camp 
 

  Off-Campus Physical Education 
Physical Education course taught through off-campus facilities.  Students applying for Off-Campus PE must meet 

requirements.  For more information, visit www.wfisd.net, then click on Parents, then find “Off-Campus PE.”  For further 

questions, contact Julie Henderson at jhenderson@wfisd.net.  (1 semester) 
 

 

 Basic Speech/Basic Drama 
Students study basic public speaking, apply acting techniques, research theatre history, and evaluate and reflect on their 

journey to becoming an actor. Students are introduced to proper voice and diction, characterization, improvisation and 

storytelling. Students study theatre from different countries and the impact theatre has on society. They learn new and 

exciting ways to express themselves and their creativity. Students use the IBMYP creative cycle to reflect on their learning.  

(1-2 semesters.  Availability: Kirby) 
 

  Leadership I, II, III 
This course provides an opportunity to study, practice, and develop group and individual leadership and organizational 

skills.  This includes decision-making skills, leadership roles, human relation skills and understanding the need for civic 

responsibility.  Students who take this course will apply these skills in dealing with peers, school staff, and community.  

This course is a hands-on, lab-oriented approach to leadership.  Each level will have a different leadership focus.  *All 

Leadership classes require community service hours. *Leadership III requires completion of an application and instructor 

approval.  (1 semester each.  Availability: Barwise) 
 

 

 Medical Science 
Students are introduced to the challenging and exciting fields available in medicine while they explore human anatomy 

and physiology, forensic medicine, medical terminology, health careers, and first aid. They learn about diseases of the 

body, medical microbiology and current medical treatments. Current western medical practices and alternative medical 

practices are compared. This is a challenging course for the motivated student.  (1 semester.  Availability: Kirby) 
 

 

 Creative Writing 
The course includes reading and writing poetry, short stories, plays, editorials, and feature stories.  Students will have the 

opportunity to express themselves creatively while at the same time learning to use and recognize literary devices 

necessary for good writing.  Students will be exposed to new and familiar authors as models for their own writings.   

Writing techniques such as dialogue, dialect, allusions etc. will be explored at a deeper level.  (1-2 semesters.  Availability: 

Barwise, McNiel) 
 

Electives for Academic Support 
Based on data from assessments or on recommendations from student support teams, junior high students are occasionally 

placed in elective courses to provide additional academic support.  In each course, research-based strategies and programs will 

be used to develop skills based on individual student needs.  A few of these courses include: 

  STAAR Reading Enrichment 

 STAAR Math Enrichment 

 STAAR Science Enrichment 

 STAAR History Enrichment 

 Dyslexia (MTA: Multi-sensory Approach to Learning) 

 ESL (English as a Second Language) 

 Response to Intervention (RtI) Reading 

 Response to Intervention (RtI) Math 

 

After School Activities 
Based on their particular interests, students can participate in academic activities after school.  A few of these include: 

  Number Sense.  Students use mental math, estimation and calculators to develop an appreciation for problem solving.  

The course will enhance students’ conceptual understanding of number and what numbers represent.  Students 

compete against other schools at local and state-level TMSCA meets and competitions in the areas of number sense, 

general math, science, and calculator competitions.  (Availability: Barwise, Kirby) 

  PSAT Prep Class.  Students will explore the standardized tests used as college entrance exams. This class will target 

both the math and the reading topics that are traditionally tested on these exams.  Students will also examine tricks to 

help maximize scores while minimizing their time on a single question.  (Availability: Barwise) 

  

http://www.wfisd.net/
mailto:jhenderson@wfisd.net
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ENDORSEMENTS 
CHOOSING YOUR AREA OF EMPHASIS FOR HIGH SCHOOL 

 
 

As students prepare to enter high school, they have many options available for choosing a pathway based on their 

interests and plans.  Specifically, students must select an endorsement for their high school studies.  An 

endorsement is a sequence of elective courses that allow students to immerse themselves in a field of interest, 

developing knowledge and skills that prepare the students for future careers. 

 

Each endorsement contains several tracks from which students can select courses. 

Endorsements  Tracks 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Mathematics) 
[see page 24] 

Science 

Computer Science* 

CTE/Engineering*  

Mathematics 

Business and Industry  
[see page 26] 

Career and Technical Education (CTE) 

Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources 

Architecture and Construction 

Arts, A/V Technology, and Communications 

Business Management and Administration 

Marketing 

Finance 

Information Technology 

Manufacturing 

Transportation (Automotive Technology) 

Advanced Journalism 

Digital Media* 

Public Services 
[see page 28] 

Health Sciences 

Human Services 

JROTC 

Education and Training* 

Arts & Humanities 
[see page 30] 

Fine Arts 

Art 

Dance 

Music 

Theater 

English  

World Languages  

Social Studies 

Multidisciplinary Studies 
[see page 32] 

Additional Core Content 

Advanced Courses (AP/IB/Dual Credit) 

Courses from another endorsement (but not in the same track) 
* Currently, as of the spring of 2014, the District does not offer enough of the necessary courses to support endorsements in these specific 

tracks.  However, with increased student interest, these programs are expected to grow.  Course offerings in these tracks are scheduled to 

be available by 2016-2017, when incoming freshmen reach their junior year of high school.  

 

To help students select and endorsement as they enter 9th grade, a description of each area of study is included on 

the pages that follow. 

 

In addition, WFISD encourages students to take ownership of their path in high school.  Students can access the 

online resource Career Cruising to assist them in pinpointing areas of interest and selecting courses to take in high 

school.  Find this resource at www.careercruising.com. 

  

http://www.careercruising.com/
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Endorsement: STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) 
 

Choose the STEM endorsement… 

…if you enjoy any of the following:  …or if you think it would be cool to: 

Working with numbers and statistics 

Doing experiments in science class 

Figuring out how computers work 

Figuring out how anything works 

Develop a computer program 

Crack a secret code 

Build a robot 

Explore outer space 

 

  

    
 

 

 

 During High School UIL Academic Competitions in Science, 

Mathematics, and Computer Science 

Robotics competitions 

Mu Alpha Theta (Mathematics club) 

With a High School Diploma 

(with on-the-job training) 

Lab technician 

Computer maintenance 

Industrial maintenance 

With Junior College, Tech School,  

or an Apprenticeship 

Clinical lab technician 

Electrician 

Computer network specialist 

Website developer 

With a Bachelor’s Degree  

(or higher) 

Biotechnology 

Computer programmer 

Chemist/Scientist 

Meteorologist 

Statistician/Actuary 

Aerospace engineer 

Civil/Industrial engineer 

Chemical/Petroleum engineer 

Mechanical/Electrical engineer 

 

  

What can I do 

with 

STEM? 
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STEM 
 

STEM Endorsement: Personal Graduation Plan (sample) 
 

Grade 8-period school day 

9 English I 
Algebra I  

(or Geometry) 
Biology 

World 

Geography 

Language 

other than 

English I 

Fine art 
Physical 

Education 
Elective 

10 English II 
Geometry 

(or Algebra II) 
Chemistry US History 

Language 

other than 

English I 

Elective Elective 
Endorsement 

course  
(see below) 

11 English III 
Algebra II  

(or 

Precalculus) 
Physics 

World 

History (or 

elective) 

Elective 
Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

12 4th English 

Precalculus 
(or AP/IB 

advanced 

math) 

Advanced 

Science 

Govern-

ment/ 

Economics 

Elective 
Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Note:  A STEM endorsement includes these required courses: Algebra II, Chemistry, and Physics. 

 

Students can select endorsement courses based on one of the tracks below. 

 

Science 
Take Biology, Chemistry, Physics, and 2 or more 

advanced science courses from: 

Advanced Biology (AP/IB) 

Advanced Chemistry (AP/IB) 

Advanced Physics (AP-1/AP-2/AP-C/IB) 

Environmental Systems 

AP Environmental Science 

Human Anatomy & Physiology 

Earth & Space Science 

Advanced Animal Science 

 

 

Computer Science* 
Take a coherent sequence of 4 computer science 

credits from: 

Fundamentals of Computer Science* 

Computer Science I* 

Computer Science II* 

AP Computer Science* 

Game Programming and Design* 

Robotics Programming and Design* 

  

  

CTE/Engineering* 
Take a coherent sequence of 4 career and 

technology education credits from: 

Concepts of Engineering Technology 

Electronics 

Advanced Electronics 

Engineering Mathematics* 

Engineering Design and Problem Solving* 

Engineering Design and Presentation* 

Practicum in Science, Technology, Engineering, 

and Mathematics* 

 

 

Mathematics 
Take Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, and 2 or 

more advanced math courses from: 

Precalculus 

AP Calculus AB 

AP Calculus BC 

IB Mathematics SL 

Advanced Quantitative Reasoning 

AP Statistics 
 

 

Combination In addition to Algebra II, Chemistry, and Physics, take a coherent sequence of 3 additional 

credits from any two of the tracks listed. 

  
*Potential offerings of courses/tracks beginning in the fall of 2016. (Courses not yet available.) 
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Endorsement: Business & Industry 
 

Choose the Business & Industry endorsement… 

…if you enjoy any of the following:  …or if you think it would be cool to: 

Keeping track of money 

Working with animals 

Creating art with computers 

Using computers to solve problems 

Fixing cars 

Making things with your hands 

Own your own business 

Be your own boss 

Invent something 

Design and market a product  

Work outside 

Build something 

 

      
 

 

 During High School DECA (Distributive Education Clubs of America) 

FFA (Future Farmers of America) 

 

With a High School Diploma 

(and on-the-job training) 

Salesperson 

Bank teller 

Court clerk 

Insurance agent 

Mechanic 

Machine operator 

Painter 

Plumber 

Veterinarian assistant 

Ranch hand 

Office assistant 

Gardner/Groundskeeper 

TV/Film production assistant 

With Junior College, Tech School,  

or an Apprenticeship 

Real estate agent 

Electrician 

Welder 

Machinist 

Computer systems analyst 

Network systems technician 

Auditor 

Animal groomer 

Landscaper 

Paralegal/Legal assistant 

Film editor 

With a Bachelor’s Degree  

(or higher) 

Architect 

Graphic designer/illustrator 

Accountant (CPA) 

Computer engineer 

Farmer/Rancher 

Landscape architect 

Business manager 

IT Specialist 

Radio/TV/Film producer 

 

  

What can I do 

with 

BUSINESS 

& 

INDUSTRY? 
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Business & Industry 
 

Business & Industry Endorsement: Personal Graduation Plan (sample) 
 

Grade 8-period school day 

9 English I Algebra I Biology 
World 

Geography 

Language 

other than 

English I 

Fine art 
Physical 

Education 
Elective 

10 English II Geometry 
Chemistry 

or IPC 
US History 

Language 

other than 

English I 

Elective Elective 
Endorsement 

course  
(see below) 

11 English III 
3rd Math 

Course 

3rd 

Science 

Course 

World 

History (or 

elective) 

Elective 
Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

12 4th English 
4th Math 

Course 

Advanced 

Science 

Govern-

ment/ 

Economics 

Elective 
Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

 

Students can select endorsement courses based on one of the tracks below. 

  
Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
 Take 4 or more CTE courses listed below, but at least 3 courses have to come from the same cluster. 
Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources 

Principles of Ag, Food & Natural Resources 

Livestock Production 

Small Animal Management 

Veterinary Medical Applications 

Advanced Animal Science 

Ag Mechanics and Metal Technologies 

Ag Facilities Design and Fabrication 

Floral design 

Horticulture Science 

Professional Standards in Agribusiness 

 

Arts, A/V Technology, and Communications 

Principles of Arts, A/V Technology, and Communications 

Audio Video Production 

Printing and Imaging Technology 

 

Business Management & Administration 

Principles of Business, Marketing and Finance 

Touch System Data Entry 

Business Information Management (I, II) 

Architecture & Construction 

Principles of Architecture & Construction 

Construction Technology 

 

Marketing 

Fashion Marketing 

Advertising and Sales Promotion 

Entrepreneurship 

Sports and Entertainment Marketing 

Marketing Dynamics 

Practicum in Marketing 

 

Information Technology 

Principles of Information Technology 

Digital and Interactive Media 

Web Technologies 

 

Manufacturing 

Welding 

Advanced Welding 

 

Transportation (Automotive Technology) 

Automotive Technology (I, II) 

Collision Repair and Refinishing (I, II) 

  
  

Advanced Journalism 
Take 4 or more courses (which include one level III 

course) in one of the following areas: 

Advanced Journalism: Newspaper 

Advanced Journalism: Yearbook 

Public speaking 

Debate  

  

  

Digital Media* 
Take 4 or more courses from: 

Digital Media 

Web Technologies/Communications  

Digital Art and Animation* 

3-D Modeling and Animation* 

Digital Video and Audio Design* 

Web Design* 
 

 

Combination Take a coherent sequence of 4 credits from any of these tracks. 

  
*Potential offerings of courses/tracks beginning in the fall of 2016. (Courses not yet available.) 
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Endorsement: Public Services 
 

Choose the Public Services endorsement… 

…if you enjoy any of the following:  …or if you think it would be cool to: 

Keeping track of money 

Working with animals 

Creating art with computers 

Using computers to solve problems 

Fixing cars 

Making things with your hands 

Own your own business 

Be your own boss 

Invent something 

Design and market a product  

Work outside 

Build something 

 

 

    
 

 

 During High School Hospice volunteer 

Red Cross volunteer 

PAL (Peer Assistance and Leadership) mentor 

Student Council 

Key Club 

DECA (Distributive Education Clubs of America) 

Little League volunteer 

National Honor Society 

JROTC 

With a High School Diploma 

(and on-the-job training) 

Home health aide (CNA) 

Medical office worker 

Hair stylist 

Teacher’s Aide 

With Junior College, Tech School,  

or an Apprenticeship 

Paramedic (EMT) 

Nurse (LVN) 

Surgical technician 

Recreational manager 

Preschool teacher 

Corrections officer 

Military pilot 

With a Bachelor’s Degree  

(or higher) 

Registered Nurse (RN) 

Physical therapist 

Pharmacist 

Certified teacher or coach 

Salon owner 

Federal agent (FBI/CIA/DEA) 

Military officer 

 

  

What can I do 

with 

PUBLIC 

SERVICES? 
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Public Services 
 

Public Services Endorsement: Personal Graduation Plan (sample) 
 

Grade 8-period school day 

9 English I Algebra I Biology 
World 

Geography 

Language 

other than 

English I 

Fine art 

Physical 

Education, or 

JROTC I 

Elective 

10 English II Geometry 
Chemistry 

or IPC 
US History 

Language 

other than 

English I 

Elective Elective 
Endorsement 

course  
(see below) 

11 English III 
3rd Math 

Course 

3rd 

Science 

Course 

World 

History (or 

elective) 

Elective 
Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

12 4th English 
4th Math 

Course 

Advanced 

Science 

Govern-

ment/ 

Economics 

Elective 
Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

 

Students can select endorsement courses based on one of the tracks below. 
 

Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps 

 Take 4 courses in JROTC. 

JROTC I 

JROTC II 

JROTC III 

JROTC IV 

  

  

Career and Technical Education (CTE)  

Take 4 or more CTE courses listed below, but at 

least 3 courses have to come from the same 

cluster. 

Health Science 

Health Science 

Practicum in Health Science 

 

Human Services 

Principles of Human Services 

Interpersonal Studies 

Dollars and Sense 

Lifetime Nutrition and Wellness 

Child Development 

Family and Community Services 

Practicum in Human Services (I, II) 

Cosmetology (I, II) 

 

Education and Training* 

Principles of Education and Training* 

Human Growth and Development* 

Instructional Practices in Education and Training* 

Practicum in Education and Training* 
 

  

*Potential offerings of courses/tracks beginning in the fall of 2016. (Courses not yet available.) 
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Endorsement: Arts & Humanities 
 

Choose the Arts & Humanities endorsement… 

…if you enjoy any of the following:  …or if you think it would be cool to: 

Learning about history 

Speaking different languages 

Reading literature 

Writing stories 

Creating pieces of art 

Acting 

Singing and dancing 

Playing an instrument 

Research an ancient mystery 

Serve as an international translator 

Publish a novel 

Perform in a musical 

Conduct an orchestra 

Be a stage actor 

Do stand-up comedy 

Play in a band 

 

    
 

 

 During High School Choir/Band/Orchestra 

Campus theatrical productions 

Community theatre 

Thespian Society 

Quill and Scroll 

UIL Competitions (solo & ensemble, one-act 

play, etc.) 

With a High School Diploma 

(and on-the-job training) 

Reading/Language tutor 

Director of a children’s chorus 

Performer in theme park productions 

With Junior College, Tech School,  

or an Apprenticeship 

Research assistant 

Radio/TV performer 

Sound technician 

Special effects coordinator 

With a Bachelor’s Degree  

(or higher) 

Professor 

Author 

Editor 

Bilingual translator/interpreter  

Music therapist 

Choir director 

Music critic 

Media producer 

 

  

What can I do 

with 

ARTS & 

HUMANITIES? 
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Arts & Humanities 
 

Arts & Humanities Endorsement: Personal Graduation Plan (sample) 
 

Grade 8-period school day 

9 English I Algebra I Biology 
World 

Geography 

Language 

other than 

English I 

Fine art 
Physical 

Education 
Elective 

10 English II Geometry 
Chemistry 

or IPC 
US History 

Language 

other than 

English I 

Elective Elective 
Endorsement 

course  
(see below) 

11 English III 
3rd Math 

Course 

3rd 

Science 

Course 

World 

History (or 

elective) 

Elective 
Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

12 4th English 
4th Math 

Course 

Advanced 

Science 

Govern-

ment/ 

Economics 

Elective 
Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

 

Students can select endorsement courses based on one of the tracks below. 
 

Social Studies 

 In addition to the required courses (World 

Geography, US History, Government/Economics), 

take 2 more elective social studies credits (5 

total) from: 

World History 

Psychology 

Sociology 

AP Human Geography 

AP European History 
  

 

World Languages 

 Take 4 levels of the same language (other than 

English), or 2 levels each in two different 

languages (other than English). 

Spanish (I, II, III, IV) 

French (I, II, III, IV) 

Latin (I, II) 

 

  

Fine Arts    

Take 4 credits from courses in one or two of the 

following categories: 

Art 

Art I, II 

Art III, IV (drawing, painting) 

Art History 

AP Studio Art (2-D or 3-D) 
 

Music 

Band (I, II, III, IV) 

Choral Music (I, II, III, IV) 

Orchestra (I, II, III, IV) 

Jazz Band 

AP Music Theory 
 

Dance 

Dance (I, II, III, IV) 
 

Theatre 

Theatre Arts (I, II, III, IV) 

Technical Theatre (I, II, III, IV) 
 

 

English     

Take 4 elective credits from: 

English IV 

Creative Writing 

Communications Applications 

AP English Literature and Composition 

IB Language Studies A1 Higher Level 

Literary Genres* 

Research and Technical Writing* 

Humanities* 
  

*Potential offerings of courses/tracks beginning in the fall of 2016. (Courses not yet available.) 
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Endorsement: Multidisciplinary Studies 
 

 

 
 

 The Multidisciplinary Studies endorsement allows students to choose 

from a variety of options.   

 

One track of this endorsement replaces what was formerly known as the 

“4-by-4” curriculum, because it requires for credits in each core subject 

(English, math, science, and social studies). 

 

Another track promotes upper-level academics by calling for students to 

complete Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, or dual 

credit classes. 

 

A third track enables students to pick career-related courses from any of 

the other endorsements. 

 

 

You might choose the Multidisciplinary Studies endorsement… 

 

…if you enjoy any of the following: 

Studying a variety of subjects  

Exploring diverse options 

Trying lots of different things 

 

…or maybe if you are: 

Concerned with obtaining a well-rounded education in high 

school with a solid academic foundation 

Interested in college, but not sure of a major 

Willing to work, but undecided on a specific career 

Halfway through one endorsement, but want to change to 

another 
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Multidisciplinary Studies 
 

Multidisciplinary Studies Endorsement: Personal Graduation Plan (sample) 
 

Grade 8-period school day 

9 English I Algebra I Biology 
World 

Geography 

Language 

other than 

English I 

Fine art 
Physical 

Education 
Elective 

10 English II Geometry 
Chemistry 

or IPC 
US History 

Language 

other than 

English I 

Elective Elective 
Endorsement 

course  
(see below) 

11 English III 
3rd Math 

Course 

3rd 

Science 

Course 

World 

History (or 

elective) 

Elective 
Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

12 4th English 
4th Math 

Course 

Advanced 

Science 

Govern-

ment/ 

Economics 

Elective 
Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

Endorsement 

course 
(see below) 

 

Students can select endorsement courses based on one of the tracks below. 
 

Core Curriculum 

 Finish with 4 credits in each of the 

foundation subject areas: 

English 

English I, II, III, and IV 

 

Mathematics 

 Algebra I and Geometry, and 2 credits from: 

Mathematical Models and Applications 

Algebra II 

Algebraic Reasoning* 

Advanced Quantitative Reasoning 

Precalculus 

Statistics 

 

Science 

 Biology, and 3 credits from: 

Integrated Physics and Chemistry 

Physics 

Chemistry 

Environmental Systems 

Earth and Space Science 

 

Social Studies 

World Geography, US History, Government, 

Economics, and 1 credit from: 

World History 

Psychology 

Sociology 

 
  

 

  

Advanced Curriculum    

Take 4 credits from: 
Advanced Placement 

AP English Rhetoric and 

Composition 

AP English Literature and 

Composition 

AP Calculus (AB or BC) 

AP Statistics 

AP Biology 

AP Chemistry 

AP Physics (1, 2, C) 

AP Environmental Science 

AP US History 

AP Government 

AP Economics 

AP European History 

AP Human Geography 

AP Spanish 

AP Music Theory 

AP Studio Art 

  

International Baccalaureate 

IB English III DP 

IB English IV DP 

IB Mathematics SL 

IB Biology DP 

IB Chemistry DP 

IB Physics DP 

IB History of the Americas DP 

IB World History Topics DP 

Spanish IV DP 

French IV DP 

Visual Arts DP (I, II) 

Theatre Arts DP (I, II) 

 

Dual credit 

English Composition (ENGL 

1301, 1302) 

College Algebra (MATH 1314)  

US History (HIST 1301, 1302) 

Government (GOVT 2305) 

Economics (ECON 2301) 

 

 

 

Career and Technology Education     

Take 4 advanced courses that prepare for entry into 

the workforce. 

Courses can either be from: 

Within one endorsement area; or 

Among several endorsement areas that are not in a 

coherent sequence. 

  

*Potential offerings of courses/tracks beginning in the fall of 2016. (Courses not yet available.) 

 

 


