
English IV Sample Unit Test 
 

The Prologue from The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer (text page 88) 
 
Critical Reading 
 
Choose the letter of the one best answer. 
 

1. Chaucer uses the pilgrimage primarily as a device to  
a. emphasize the characters’ religious aspirations. 
b. Frame the stories told by individual characters. 
c. Describe the rigors of medieval life. 
d. Create a vivid and realistic setting. 

(Bloom I) 
 

2. The narrator is portrayed as  
a. stern and judgmental.  c.  robust and merry. 
b. sophisticated and worthy. d.  naïve and observant. 

         (Bloom II) 
  

3. Which best describes Chaucer’s attitude toward the Nun? 
a.  amused tolerance   c.  marked scorn 
b.  polite detachment   d.  weary reproachfulness 

         (Bloom II) 
 

4. Using the who, what, when, where, why, and how questioning strategy, write the letter of 
the phrase that best summarizes the meaning of the following passage. 
 

He was an easy man in penance-giving/ Where he could hope to make a decent 
living;/ It’s a sure sign whenever gifts are given/ To a poor Order that a man’s 
well shriven,/ And should he give enough he knew in verity/ The penitent 
repented in sincerity. 

 
a. He gave out easy penances and absolution in exchange for gifts. 
b. He gave out easy penances and absolution in exchange for gifts wherever he 

thought he could get gifts out of the confessors. 
c. He gave out easy penances and absolution in exchange for gifts wherever he 

thought he could get gifts out of the confessors. He knew that if he exacted a 
large enough price for the sin that the penitent person would truly feel sorry for 
what he’d done. 

d. He gave out easy penances and absolution in exchange for gifts wherever he 
thought he could get gifts out of the confessors. He knew that if he exacted a 
large enough price for the sin that the penitent person would truly feel sorry for 
what he’d done. In fact, whenever a poor group of friars receives gifts you can be 
sure that someone has just received absolution for his sins. 

(Bloom II) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5. What can the reader infer about the Friar from these lines? 
 
But anywhere a profit might accrue / Courteous he was and lowly of service too. 

 
 a.  He helps others make money. c.  He has aspirations to be a merchant. 
 b.  He is humble and servile.  d.  He will use people for money. 
          (Bloom II) 
 

6. Whom do the pilgrims agree to set up as judge over themselves? 
a.  the narrator   c.  the Oxford Cleric 
b.  the Host   d.  the Sergeant at the Law 

          (Bloom I) 
 

7. Chaucer describes the Pardoner’s hair as “rat-tails” primarily to 
a. furnish realistic detail. 
b. provide comic relief. 
c. suggest the Pardoner’s obsession with current fashions. 
d. imply moral corruption. 

(Bloom II) 
 

8. What do the following lines suggest about the woman from Bath? 
 

In all the parish not a dame dared stir/ towards the altar steps in front of her 
  

a. She is a religious fanatic. 
b. She abhors the Christian church. 
c. She is selfish and arrogant. 
d. She disdains the company of women. 

(Bloom II) 
 

9. Chaucer calls the Franklin’s girdle “white as morning milk” to 
a. reiterate the Franklin’s obsession with food. 
b. emphasize the Franklin’s personal cleanliness. 
c. symbolize he Franklin’s purity of heart. 
d. show the Franklin’s weakness for fancy clothes. 

(Bloom II) 
 

10. By positioning his description of the Miller almost immediately after that of the 
Plowman, Chaucer accentuates 

a. the virtues of the Plowman. 
b. the buffoonishness and criminality of the Miller. 
c. the kinship between these two laborers. 
d. the virtues of the Plowman as well as the buffoonishness and criminality 

of the Miller. 
(Bloom II) 
 
 
 



Essays 
 

1. What examples can you find to indicate that Chaucer has tolerance for man’s 
shortcomings such as pride? (Bloom III) 

 
2. Why do you think Chaucer included so many churchmen in the Prologue?  What 

conclusions can you draw about the Roman Catholic Church during medieval times from 
Chaucer’s descriptions?  (Bloom IV) 

 
3.  Can you propose an alternative  plan for the storytelling? (Bloom V) 

 
4. How would you evaluate the role of the scholar during the Middle Ages?    (Bloom VI) 

 
5. What judgment would you make about the makeup of the group Chaucer uses as 

Pilgrims? (Bloom VI)        
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